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Juppe: F GATT 
cuppe: rance Accepts Agriculture 


LD0712141593 Paris France-Info Radio in French 1330 
GMT 7 Dec 93 


[Text] France accepts the compromise on agriculture 
negotiated between the European Community and the 
United States yesterday. This has just been announced 
by [French Foreign Minister} Alain Juppe, who is asking 
for guarantees on the compatibility of the compromise 
with the common agricultural policy and for internal 
Community countervailing measures. 


GATT talks are now continuing in Geneva. Mickey 
Kantor and Sir Leon Brittan did not succeed in reaching 
a global agreement after 22 hours of talks. Two issues are 
still pending: the audio-visual sector and subsidies to the 
aeronautical industry. The Council of Ministers of the 
Twelve looked at the results of the latest negotiations. 


Europe is asking for the negotiations to continue. 


Farm Subsidy Accord Detailed 


AU0712134693 Paris AFP in English 1334 GMT 
7 Dec 93 


[Text] Brussels, Dec 7 (AFP)}—France is ready to accept 
a newly modified version of a U.S.-European Commu- 
nity accord to slash farm subsidies, Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe said Tuesday [7 December]. 


The accord was reached Monday as pari of efforts to 
clear the way for a global trade pact under the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) before the 
December 15 deadline. 


France had fiercely opposed the year-old Blair House 
accord struck by U.S. and E.C. negotiators last year to 
slash the volume of subsidised farm exports by 21! 
percent cer six years. It also had rejected Monday's deal 
at first. 


But Juppe told reporters at a meeting of E.C. foreign 
ministers here Tuesday that France would accept the 
agreement while seeking financial and other compensa- 
tory measures from the 12-member Community. 


E.C. Agricultural Commissioner Rene Steichen had 
ruled out further reopening of the farm negotiations after 
obtaining new concessions from U.S. Agriculture Secre- 
tary Mike Espy on Blair House. 


E.C. officials said the understanding Monday would 
allow the E.C. to export eight million more tonnes of 
grain than previously agreed due to changes in the 
reference period for subsidy cuts and liquidation of 
current stocks. 


It would also lengthen the “peace clause,” under which 
the E.C. Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) of subsidies 
cannot be attacked under GATT, from six to nine years. 
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Market access would tightened by fixing quotas 
according to the type of product rather than item by 
item, and food aid would be exempted from the subsidy 
reductions. 


But Juppe told reporters France wanted the CAP safe- 
guarded in perpetuity, the Community's exporting 
capacity preserved, and guarantees that its farmers will 
not have to let any more lands lay fallow. 


Whatever agreement is finally reached, Juppe said, it 
would have to be accompanied by E.C. measures to 
boost the Community's anti-dumping defense systems 
and compensation for farmers. 


Outlines Needed EC Compensation 


AU0712151293 Paris AFP in English 1459 GMT 
7 Dec 93 


[Text] Brussels, Dec 7 (AFP)}—France said Tuesday [7 
December] that 1t would accept a newly-modified U.S.- 
European Community pact to slash farm subsidies if its 
European partners agreed to compensate farmers and 
strengthen the Community's powers to retaliate against 
unfair traders. 


Foreign Minister Alain Juppe said that the Blair House 
pact reached in November 1992 between Washington 
and the European Community had been “substantially 
modified” to meet French demands during lengthy nego- 
tiations here Monday. 


But he told reporters at a mecting of EC foreign minis- 
ters here following a failed attempt by U.S. and EC 
negotiators to resolve other disputes blocking a broader 
GATT trade deal that France still wanted a series of 
financial and other compensatory measures from the 
12-member Community. 


EC officials said the Blair House compromise would 
allow the EC to export eight million more tonnes of grain 
than previously agreed due to changes in the reference 
period for subsidy cuts and liquidation of current stocks 


It would also lengthen the “peace clause,” under which 
the EC Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) of subsidies 
cannot be attacked under GATT, from six to nine years. 


Market access would be tightened by fixing quotas 
according to the type of product rather than item by 
item, and food aid would be exempted from the subsidy 
reductions. 


But Juppe told reporters France wanted the CAP safe- 
guarded in perpetuity, the Community's exporting 
capacity preserved, and guaranices that its farmers 
would not lose income or have to let any more lands lay 
fallow. 


Whatever agreement is finally reached, Juppe said, it 
would have to be accompanied by EC measures to boost 
the Community's anti-dumping defense systems. 
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France has been pressing the European Community to 
adopt measures similar to the U.S. “Super 301” trade 
law, which sets out retaliatory sanctions against coun- 
tries accused of unfair trading practices. 


German Agriculture Minister Jochen Borchert mean- 
while said that any new compensation, payments to 
counterbalance Blair House would have to come wichin 


the existing EC budget. 


He added that Germany would also demand certain 
concessions to ease the impact of the modified Blair 
House accord on its farmers. 


Juppe said he and Industry and Trade Minister Gerard 
Longuet had met in Paris Tuesday morning with Prime 
Minister Edouard Balladur to discuss the state of the 
GATT talks. 


Balladur then spoke by telephone with German Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohi about the issue of strengthening the 
Community's anti-dumping weapons, he said. 


France demands such strengthening, as proposed by the 
European Commission, but it is opposed by Germany, 
Britain, Denmark and the Netherlands—which have 
enough votes to block any decision in this field. 


In speaking of a general G’.TT agreement, Juppe com- 
mented that “France will give its approval in the final 
analysis, if the European Community accepts the Com- 


mission's proposals.” 


GATT Chief Sutherland ‘Confident’ of Trade 
Agreement 


AU0712154693 Paris AFP in English 1543 GMT 
7 Dec 93 


[Text] Geneva, Dec 7 (AFP)}—World trade chief Peter 
Sutherland said Tuesday [7 December] that he felt 
“confidence” that a world trade agreement could be 
reached, after seeing U.S. trade representative Mickey 
Kantor in the afternoon. 


In speaking of the race to conclude an agreement under 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade by 
December 15, the GATT director-general said that “The 
positive aspects of the discussions />eld by Kantor) with 
Leon Brittan (the European Community's trade negoti- 
ator) were explained to me im a way that gives me 
confiden :c that we can still be on track, and that we can 
conclude an agreement.” 


Sutherland said that “Very significant progress has been 
made in a large number of areas... | still believe the 
course of concluding the (Uruguay) Round 1s on track.” 


The GATT chief was speaking in the wake of an inten- 
sive 22-hour meeting in Brussels of the U.S. and EC 
trade negotiators that failed to resolve all outstanding 
issues standing in the way of a GATT accord to liberalize 
and expand world trade. 
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Sutherland was scheduled to meet with Brittan later in 
the afternoon. 


Separately, in Paris the French Foreign Ministry aad the 
Agriculture Ministry announced Tuesday afternoon that 
4 press conference dealing with the GATT talks would be 
held late in the afternoon in Paris by Foreign Minister 
Alain .appe, Foreign Trade and Industry Minister 
Gerard Longuet, and Agriculture Minister Jean Puech. 


The GATT chief said he had held “constructive” talks 
with Kantor. 


In the morning, Sutherland had summoned Bnittan and 
Kantor to Geneva because of the continuing U.S.-EC 
conflict over subsidies to acronautn xl firms and over the 
audiovisual sector. At French urging, the Europeans are 
demanding that the film industry should be considered 
as dealing with culture and hence subject to special rules. 


Sutherland asked both the United States and the Euro- 
pean Community to give the world a better explanation 
of what had already been agreed on. 


Views Currest Talks 


LDO8 12081893 London ITV Television Network in 
English 1°00 GMT 6 Dec 93 


[Interview with GATT Director General Peter Suther- 
land by correspondent Jon Snow, Sutherland in Brussels, 
Snow in studio; from the “Channel 4 News” program— 
live] 


[Text] [Snow] How confident are you that a deal now 
existed? 


[Sutherland] Well I think 1 would be a very brave man, 
or woman, who said with any confidence that any deal in 
the context of GATT was concluded until it was reduced 
unambigiously to writing. Having said that, the initial 
signals seemed to be positive. 


[Snow] The vig Sta blem now though, surely, 1s that this 
has simply been ase’ of negotiations between the two big 
trading power bloc, the European Community and the 
United States, and there are many more to this agree- 
ment than that? 


[Sutherland] Absolutely, and this is one of the matters 
that gives rise to very considerable concern as far as | am 
concerned. We have had a stage of negotiation between 
the European Ur:on and the United States that has been 
pursued for months. We now have about a week before 
we have to conclude this agreement. Significant aspects 
of the European Union-U.S. agreement have to be mul- 
tilaterlized and have to be accepted by .verybody else. 
It's not to be taken for granted that any meal served up 
by the European ~ nion and the United States is going to 
be acceptable to everybody else, and that's why, for quite 
some time, I've been trying to urge a sense of responsi- 
bility in terms of bringing this negotiation to a concl:- 
sion, and | firmly hope that that has been achieved. 
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[Snow] But ultimately, if the powers in the north say— 
well there is a deadline of 15 December and that’s that, 
there's not much of a chance for Zimbabwe or Sudan or 
Kenya or anybody else to stand up and say—hang on, a 
bit of protectionism might helo us? 


[Sutherland] Well, they certainly wouldn't be wise to say 
that, and fortunately that is no longer the thinking in any 
part of the world virtually. What they have a right to 
demand, however, is market access from the developing 
world inte the developed world, particularly in the areas 
of production that they are proficient in, and one can 
look in that regard to both textile and agriculture as 
examples. The irony about this particular Uruguay 
Round is that the protectionist influences are more 
readily discernable in the developed world than the 
developing world who are legitimately asking that the 
rest of the world, namely the European Union and the 
United States, live up to their own rhetoric in regard to 
market access and free markets 


[Snow] Well, just a week to go, what chance that those 
voices are going to get heard? 


[Sutherland] Well, I think as far as the secretariat is 
concerned, as far as the participants here are concerned, 
they absolutely demand the right to be heard. And | 
would further ask you to bear in mind that when the last 
final attempt, as it was then described, to conclude this 
round in the latter part of 1990 took place in Brussels. 
that it was Latin America that proceeded to effectively 
exclude the conclusion of the agreement by walking out. 
so there has to be a serious concern about the developing 
countries and their interests—they can make or break 
the round also. The main responsibility rests with the 
European Union and the United States. { hope they will 
today provide the leadership ti:at 1s so badly needed to 
help us bring this matter to a satisfactory conclusion. 


[Snow] Now of course a lot of consumers, particularly in 
the North, are not much interested in “he GATT round, 
they barely really necessarily understand what it's all 
about. What difference is it going to the supermarket 
shopper in central Britain? 


[Sutherland] It's going to make an enormous difference 
everywhere if there is more competition and particularly 
competition in necessaries, because as | pointed out 
earlier, the areas where the greatest restriction often 
takes place is in areas of basic consumption, whether it 
be in clothing or whatever. I believe that the gradual 
adjustment, and it will only be gradual adjustment in 
these arcas, will bring very clear benefits to consumers. It 
is in fact the case Consumers organizations, pretiy gen- 
erally around the world, are in significant support of the 
liberalization of trade the the Uruguay Round will bring, 
as of course are the World Bank and IMF and all of the 
world organizations. 
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Praises U.S., EC Agreement 


AU08 12083493 Paris AFP in English 2236 GMT 
7 Dec 93 


[Text] Geneva, Dec 7 (AFP)}—World trade chief Peter 
Sutherland praised U.S. and E.C. delegates here late 
Tuesday [7 December] for agreeing to share with other 
GATT nations the partial accords reached during a 
marathon session of bilateral talks. 


The GATT director general said after meeting U.S. 
Trade Representative Mickey Kantor and his E.C. coun- 
terpart Sir Leon Brittan that both mer had recognised 
the need to share the results of their talks with all 102 
countries involved in the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade negotiations. 


Sutherland said in a statement that they had “recognised 
that to assist the multilateral process it 1s desirable for 
them to share with all the other participants the areas, 
such as market access and agriculture, on which they 
have achieved positive results, albert on a conditional 
basis.” 


The U.S. and the European Community had made 
“immense efforts during the last couple of days to make 
progress, and | am sure that they will urgently continue 
to try to resolve their outstanding differences,” he sara. 


Sutherland added: “The negotiating process in Geneva 
should now be able to move forward.” 


Kantor and Brittan confirmed they were ready to extend 
to other parties the partial accord reached after a 
22-hour session of bilateral talks which ended carly 
Tuesday. 


The deadline for concluding the GATT accord is 
December 15. 


French Agriculture Minister on GATT Talks 


LD0712132493 Pan: Europe No. 1 Radio in French 
0640 GMT 7 Dec 93 


[Telephone interview with Jean Puech, French minister 
of agriculture and fisheries, by unidentified announcer 
Jean-Pierre Eikabbach—live] 


[Text] [Elkabbach] The great outpouring ts continuing, 
the nights are long in Brussels. Good morning, Jean 
Puech. 


[Puech] Good morning. 


[Elkabbach] Arc we now gctting close to a compromise 
jon a GATT agreement]’ 


[Peuch] Listen, Alain Juppe, Gerard Longuet, Aiaim 
Lamassoure [ministers of foreign affairs, industry and 
PTT, and minister-delegate for European affairs) and 
myself are now attending the Council of Ministers. There 
were some rest breaks, but [Sir] Leon Brittan [EC com- 
missioner for external cconomuic affairs] 1s to report on 














the state of the negotiations to this Council. We are 
saying that indeed progress has been made. However, the 
terms for an agreement are not yet met for France and, | 
stress this, for several other countries. 


{Elkabbach] Which others, for instance? 
[Peuch] For instance, the Community. 
{Elkabbach] Which country, for instance? 


[Peuch] Naturally these countries will speak for them- 
selves. | am not their spokesman. However, we know 
there are some extremely sharp reactions from some 
countries, reactions concerning textile products, prod- 
ucts from the Mediterranean countries, all issues which 
have not been settled yet. Therefore, it is the Community 
as a whole which is saying that it is not yet ready to 
accept the proposals made. 


[Elkabbach] Is it conceivable that we will not reach an 
agreement? 

[Peuch] Everything is possible, but if we are necting, if 
we are working, it ts to get things moving forward and to 
end up with an agreement at some point. This is obvious. 


[Elkabbach] Things wili probably become clearer during 
the day. 


[Peuch] I hope so. 


[Elkabbach] When will we know precisely? Friday, Sat- 
urday, just before the European summit? 


[Peuch] | believe that when you are negotiating you 
should not set yourself a very rigid agenda. There are 
problems pending, there are concrete problems, concrete 
and precise solutions must be found. 


[Elkabbach] Now, as far as agriculture is concerned, the 
Americans were refusing to renegotiate or to reinterpret 
the Blair House agriculture accord. Nevertheless, they 
eventually agreed to do so. In a way they gave in. What 
progress do you note in the sphere of agriculture? 


[Peuch] It is obvious that on many occasions the Unit-d 
States answered some of the questions we outlined. This 
is obvious. This means that we have gotten things 
moving and, in that respect, we are quite satisfied. 
However, these answers are not good enough yet on 
some essential issues. 


[Elkabbac.' In the sphere of agriculture? 


[Peuch] In the sphere of agriculture, if you want me to 
expand the sphere of agriculture, but... 


[Elkabbach interrupts] What is missing to make ii 
acceptable in the sphere of agriculture? 


[Peuch] First, the preferential treatment of Community 
products must be strengthened. It must be said that we 
secured the opening up of access to the import market 
which corresponds to the demands we formulated. For 
experts they are called the aggregate measures. On this 
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point we obtained sati« faction. The continuation of our 
Common Agricultural Policy must be guaranteed. It was 
set up after 30 years of hard work and great efforts. We 
also obtained the extension from six to nine years of 
what 1s called the peace clause. We could perhaps do 
totter, but this 1s already a success, an interesting devel- 
opment. 


,Elkabbach] What about the 21-percent cut in exports? 


[Peuch] The ban on Community exports must be lifted. 
On this issue we achieved some results, but improve- 
ments are still needed. You also know that we will have 
to consider the compatibility of these future agreements 
with the reform of the Common Agricultural Policy. 


[Elkabbach] Specifically, will the Common Agricultural 
Policy need rearranging or correcting if there is an 
agreement” 


[Peuch] This time we will have to obtain guarantees from 
our European partners. To simplify, we said that we 
should not have one single extra acre of fallow land 
following the international agreements, this concerns the 
main crops. Income guarantees for meat producers, 
particularly for beef producers, will have to be decided. 


{Elkabbach] This 1s an issue to be settled later among 
Europeans, within the Community. 


[Peuch] This must take place concurrently, simulta- 
neously, this 1s imperative, otherwise we will have prob- 
lems later, problems among ourselves. 


{Elkabbach] The agreement as it 1s being drawn up, will 
it result in one single extra acre of fallow ‘and” 


[Peuch] We consider that this agreement should enable 
our situation to be stab ‘ized, but if by must ortune there 
are difficulties, we will nave to take measures so that not 
a single extra acre of land will be left fallow in France. 
You know that this has been said by the prime minister. 
by the whole of the government, and we stress that once 
the global agreement is rounded off by the measures 
taken at community level, when all this 1s completed, 
this should not translate into a single extra acre of fallow 
land. 


[Elkabbach] Mr. Pucch, to speak frankly, a month ago, or 
even perhaps two weeks ago, did you believe im such an 
agreement on GATT? 


[Peuch] For several morths we have been mobilizing to 
gct things moving. It was said that Blair House could not 
be renegotiated, we obtained the reopening of the nego- 
thations and this 1s an extremely important point and we 
are saying that we were right to mobilize 


[Elkabbach] This morning. incoming dispatches indicate 
that there are difficulties in the spheres of aviation 
industry, audio-v’ sual and cultural products. Does this 
mean that no agreement in the agriculture sector can be 
reached unless there 1s agreement on everything” 
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[Peuch] It 1s obvious that there are problems concerning 
the organization of world trade through trade policy 
mechanisms which are needed in order to possess mech- 
anisms equivalent to those possessed by other partners. 
These things must be said. The issue of access to the 
markets for textiles and some industry pioducts must 
also be considered and there is also the audio-visual 
sector. This is a whole. We must move forward on all 
these issues. 


[Elkabbach] In fact, yesterday afternoon we were told 
that there was some progress. However, the farmers’ 
trade unions, their leaders Luc Guyau and Christian 
Jacob—the latter in his own customary vehement style: 
This is Apocalypse Now—said there were grounds for 
being unhappy. Have you not given in to the farmers’ 
pressure? In a way, you corrected wha! the Commission 
was saying. 

[Peuch] No, we are not working under the influence of 
communiques. I can guarantee that this is an extremely 
intensive task and we learn about communiques but they 
are not what influences our action. 


[Elkabbach] Whai are you telling Luc Guyau and Chris- 
tian Jacob on what you are doing now? 


[Peuch] | am mainly telling farmers and their represen- 
tatives that they should be pleased with the government's 
action. | repeat that some months ago it was said that 
negotiations on Blair House would not be resumed, we 
obtained the reopening, we got things moving, we also 
obtained adjustments to the Common Agricultural 
Policy from the Community. I am telling farmers that we 
are obviously lisiening, they are being heard, they are 
being protected. | call for more objectivity and also for a 
more responsible attitude. There is a time when govern- 
ment officials must be helped to move forward, to 
finalize our project. | believe that we have completed a 
remarkable course. 


[Elkabbach] You have been following Edouard Balla- 
dur’s instructions Alain Juppe and to all ministers” 


[Peuch] Absolutely! The team of negotiators, the four 
ministers form a team. 


[Elkabbach] I have no doubts whatsoever. Did you talk 
to Edouard Balladur during the night or carly this 
morning” 


[Peuch] We keep in touch all the time and the pnme 
minister agreed to be contacted laie last night and he had 
some rest. This is evident, normal. 


[Elkabbach] For the record, Brittan and Kantor are 
negotiating together. Are you being constantly informed” 


[Peuch] There are telephone contacts, partners are 
meeting and we met Leon Brittan, [EC Commissica] 
President Delors, and the Commissioner for Agriculture, 
Steichen. 


[Elkabbach] What is your brief for this morning? 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 5 


[Peuch] To get things moving, and the time is coming, 
will come—and we want this badly—when 2zgreement 
will be possible. However, if this is a long time coming, 
anything could happen. 


[Elkabbach] My last question is: Will it be no, no, no, no 
until you say yes? 


[Peuch] We have never been obstructive. There ts a great 
determination but we are very open. We have made 
constant proposals. 


[Elkabbach] Will it be no, no until you say yes? 
[Peuch] Yes, it will be no, no, ne until it is yes. This ts 
obvious. 


Leon Brittan Reviews GATT Talks Progress 


LDO08 12105693 Paris Europe No. 1 Radio in French 
0640 GMT 8 Dec 93 


[Telephone interview with European Commissioner Sir 
Leon Brittan by Jean-Pierre Elkabbach in Brussels; 
Brittan is speaking in French—tive] 


{Excerpts} [Elkabbach] Good morning, Mr. European 
negotiator. 


[Brittan] Good morning. 


[Elkabbach] You are moving between Brussels, Paris, 
and Geneva. Where you were last night. Where are you 
this morning? 


[Brittan] | am in Brussels today. 


[Elkabbach] Are you staying there all day or are you 
going to Geneva? 


[Brittan] | was in Geneva yesterday, | am now in Brussels 
for the Commussion mecting. 


[Elkabbach] Mr. Brittan, what is missing for a final, 
overall GATT agreement to be reached? 


[Brittan] Our duty now 1s to make what we have 
achieved wita the Americans multilateral, ic. 95 per- 
cent, and to complete what remains to be done with the 
Americans. 


[Elkabbach] What makes you so sure, as you said yes- 
terday, that the final agreement will be reached as 
scheduled on 15 December, in exactly seven days” 


[Brittan] Because in Geneva, | saw the system which is 
now installed in order to organize the work with the 110 
countnes which are represented there. It 1s a system of 
intense maintenance, and | spoke with a few ministers— 
for instance the Australian and Uruguayan minisicrs— 
and | can see that there are problems, but problems 
which can be solved before the scheduied deadline. 
[sentence as heard] 
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{Elkabbach] For you, Mr. Brittan, is France happy with 
the little ut received on agriculture, has it given in or has 
it done its best? 

[Brittan}] | think that France has done its job. The 
Americans... [sentence unfinished] The result was a 
result which | would not have dared to dream possible a 
month ago. 


[Elkabbach] However, French farmers believe that they 
have been cheated” 


[Brittan) 11 1s always the case. | understand them, but it 


iS Necessary to compare what we have today, and what 
seemed possible a month ago. 


[Etkabbach) But is it a lot? 


(Brittan] | beleeve that the difference is enormous. Fer 
che sake of r~intevpreting and amplifying Blair House, | 
belseve that we save managed to increase the possibili- 
ties for French agticy (uce. 


[Eikabbac'h| Sheul/, we still talk about Blair House or say 
that Blair House 4 over and talk about the Brussels farm 
trade diaf treaty” 


[Brittan) {t Gidy »« a good idea. 


[Elkabbach}] Do you think the French changed their 
mind between Monoay and Tuesday” 


[Brittan] | cannot explain changes between one day and 
the next. | believe that it 1s more relevant to talk about a 


deeper appreciation of what we have done. [passage 
omitted] 


[Elkabbach} Did you think France was consistent in its 
requests, flexible and ready to give in in order to get the 
agreement it wanted, or was it tough, very tough, and a 
pain in the neck, if | may put it that way’ 


[Brittan] I believe that one car be both at the same time, 
1.¢. tough when one 1s sure about the desired result, but 
also ready at the end of the day to accept what has been 
done. 


{Etkabbach] Two sensitive issues, the aeronautical 
industry and the audiovisual sector, remain to be dis- 
cussed with the United States. 


[Brittan] The issue of the acronautical industry is more 
or less settled, but in order to show that the audiovisual 
sector is not the only one left, we have removed the issuc 
of the acronautical industry from the negotiating table. 
[sentence as heard] 


[Elkabbach] May not this sensitive issue be an obstacle 
to the negotiations? 


[Brittan] No, not at all. 


[Elkabbach] What about the audio’”.uai sector? 
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[Brittan] Even 80 percent of the issue. —f the audiovisual 
sector are settled, | would say. What is important to 
know for those who have an interest in this subject in 
France is that the United States nas agreed that culture is 
a separatc, specific subject, and that it should be dealt 
with differently. They have accepted our system, and this 
means the continuation of our cultural policy system, i.c. 
continuing to protect... 


[Elkabbach interrupts} Cultural works, of culture. 


[Brittan] Absolutely. All this has been settled. Only a few 


[Elkabbach] Yes, but serious ones, because one can feel 
sirong pressure from the Americans. You yourself 
became angry and said that the Amencans have wrecked 
the negotiations on the audiovisual sector? 

[Brittan] Yes, it was possible, it remains possible, but | 
hope that it will not be the final result. | don't think it 
will be. 


{Elkabbach] What is missing for the agreement? 


[Brittan] For the agreement, we still have to do things 
multilaterally with the other countnes. We say this in 
one sentence, but it 1s a rather complicated process. Each 
country has a few requests, and not only a few requests in 
some areas, but it 1s also necessary to settle all this with 
the Americans. Many things remain to be done. | am not 
saying that things are certain. There may still be 
someone hoping for too much, who makes a mistake. It 
is not settled, but | believe that it is very likely that we 
will make it. 

[Elkabbach] You intimated that it is not [as heard] 
possible to create a world trade organization” 


[Brittan] Indeed, indeed. 

[t ‘kabbach] To replace GATT? 
[Brittan} To replace GATT. 
[Elkabdach] From when? 


[Brittan] Probably from the beginning of 1995, around 
then. 


[Elkabbach] In the nego .iations, Mr Kantor is probat ya 
symbol for the America and the Americans of today. 
What 1s he like? 


[Brittan] i hope that | myself appear as a symbol for 
Europe. He is an American lawyer, a person I know quite 
well because | studied in the United States myself at Yale 
Law School. He has been firm, but sensible at the end. 
He 1s rather subtle. [passage omitted] 


[Elkabbach] How likely is it that an agreement will be 
reached before 15 December? 


[Brittan] It is difficult to tell, but | would say that there 
i$ at least a 70 percent chance. 
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{Elkabbach] Is that all? Does i mean that failure is 30 
percent likely? 


[Brittan] Maybe. You are inviting me to state figures. It 
may be 80 percent, it is difficult, we cannot do that, 11 is 
impossible and | am still optimistic, but a bit reticent. 
This is how I must be for a good agreement to be 
reached. 


[Elkabbach] It's going to be a long day. Thank you for 
talking to us on Europe |, Sir Brittan, and for explaining 
the state of the negotiations to us whenever necessary. 


[Brittan] It is very important. 
[Elkabbach] Thank you very much. 
[Brittan] Good bye. 


Views Trade Agreement Prospects 
LD0812133793 London BBC Television Network in 
English 2230 GMT 7 Dec 93 


[interview with European Commissioner Sir Leon 
Brittan in Brussels by Peter Snow in London on 7 
December, from the “Newsnight” program—recorded] 


[Text] [Snow] In spite of encouraging signs of an agree- 
ment, aren't the talks with the United States going 
dangerously close to the wire? 


[Brittan] Yes, th.re’s about a week to go but i can be 
done in time. I ve just come back from Geneva, talking 
to the people who are actually going ‘o negotiate it and 
they don't doubt that it can be done in time. 


[Snow] While the French say *f there is no agreement on 
this audiovisial, this television film problem, there's no 
agreement. 


[Brittan] Well, the Americans say the same, so that 1s 
something that 1s going to have to be settled some time in 
the next week, yes. 


[Snow] Now, are you going to get an agreement? | .aven't 
the Americans got a point when they say they really want 
a share in this levy? They're being discriminated against, 
arent they” 


[Brittar.| Well. they're not really being discriminated 
against Of course, they want a share in the levy because 
its worth hundreds of millions of pourds, but in fact the 
levy varies from country to country, ti. rules vary from 
country to country. It's something we are quite prepared 
to negotiate about, but not just to hand on a plate. 


[Snow] Could that issuc, or the issue of aerospace. could 
that actually wreck the whole of GATT? Is 1 possible? 


[Brittan] Well, | don't think ii will, I vb \ as far as the 
acronautic side of things is concerned, wz actually had a 
deal, it was a difficult one to negotiate, bul we actually 
had a deal. It was taken off the table as the these things 
sometimes are when somebody decides they want to pick 
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up their bat and go off for the night. In fact that's onc 
that cannot only be settled, but in fact was settled. 


[Snow] Now are you trying to give the impression. you 
don't have the look of sorsecone who feels he is in for a 
disaster. Your impressions of things will work. 


[Britian] | can't promise you, because people make 
mistakes, end if enough people make enough mistakes 
things go wrong. But the fact is that with the Americans 
we reached agreement on almost everything bar the one 
thirg of the audovisual and on that we reached 80 
percent agreement. So potentially there's a huge agree- 
meni with the Amencans, if you go to Geneva you will 
find that everybody is saying, both us and the Ameri- 


. cans, okay, let's treat it as if there were an agreement 


then, to use the jargon multiicteral 1, bring in all the 
countnes, do the deals with them and also solve the final 
outstanding points with the Americans. So there's quite 
a process that’s in hand that is really under way now 
there; there's quite a buzz. 


[Snow] Indeed, but you've also got the problem of the 
French and their problem inside Europe. Now, sup- 
posing the French fail to get their partners, which of 
course means the British and others to agree to this 
compensation of their farmers. 


[Brittan] Well, who knows whether that will be some- 
thing that is a stecking pont for them at the end, whether 
they will be g epared to continue discussing it and 
negotiating ital. the 15th, that's a different imponder- 
able. When people start putting conditions on agrecing. 
then I can't do that. All I can do 1s get the agreement with 
110 other countries, with the Americans first, which 
we've virtually got, and now with the rest. The question 
of what internal prices or other conditions are exacted 1s 


a separate issuc. 


on ‘Damaging’ Consequences of GATT 
Failere 


LD0712175093 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1604 GMT 7 Dec 93 


[By Trevor Mason, PRESS ASSOCIATION parhamen- 
tary chief reporter] 


[Text] The Prime Minister warned today that the conse- 
quences of failure in the GATT world trade talks could 
be very damaging for everyone. At Commons question 
time, Mr Major said the advantages of a satisfactory 
agreement were profound for both industrialised and 
non-industnalised countries. 


“I hope that cach country that finds itself unable to agree 
with any minor part of that agreement will consider what 
the implications on the whole world will be for that 
agreement not to be signed.” His comments came as bC 
chief GATT negotiator Sir Leon Brittan was fying to 
Geneva to join U.S. Trade Secretary Micky Kantor in 














presenting a partial EC-US. deal to the other trade blocs 
who must approve an overall GATT paige by 
December 15. 


Sir Leon and Mr Kantor had earlier oompicted 23 hours 
of non-stop talks in a bid to beat the GATT deadline. 


John Ward (C [Conservative MP for] Poole) raised the 
issue in the Commons, warning that collapse of the talks 
would be “a disaster for world trade and in particular for 
the EC and the Third World.” 


He urged: “Will you do all you can to get back on 
track?” 


The Prime Minister replied: “1 certainly agree with you 
about the importunce of the GATT round.” 


There had been substantial talks over the last 24 hours. 
But the EU and U.S. negotiators had not yet reached 


agreement on all issucs. 


“Substartial progress has been made. | hope they will 
soon be able to go to Geneva and the outstanding 
matters can then be *esolved. 


“The advaniges of a satisfactory agreement in the Uru- 
guay Round are profoun4, not just for industrialised 
countries in the north tut countries in the south who 
need our markets open to ther for their future. 


“The consequences of a failure on the GATT round 
could be very damaging not just for the industnalised 
countries bui for everyone.” 


Ballacer Encouraged by Progress on GATT Talks 


LDO812141693 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 1300 GMT 8 Dec 93 


[Text] [Prime Minister] Edouard Balladur has made an 
encouraging statement on GATT: Agriculture is no 
longer an obstacle to un overall agreement. FNSEA 
[National Federation of Agricultural Trade Unions] 
leader Luc Guyau was far less optimistic when he left the 
Elysee Paiuce: The so-called progress does not challenge 
the perversity of Blair House. 


For Jacques Delors, it is possible to reassure the French 
about the agricultural compromise signed by the Amer- 
icans and the Europeans without putting a strain on the 
European Union budget. Paris will call for French 
farmers to be compensated for the losses the compromise 
may create. 


Balladur explained that he was not displeased with the 
latest results of the negotiations, but he pointed out that 
they were not over. The Council of Ministers gave him 
the green light to submit the GATT talks to the National 
Assembly in a confidence ~ote. 
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U.S., EC in ‘Feverish Drive’ To Finish GATT 
Talks 


AU0812125893 Paris AFP in English 1238 GMT 
§ Dec 93 


[By Jan Kristiansen] 


[Text] Geneva, Dec 8 (AFP)}—The United States and the 
European Community embarked on Wednesday [8 
December] on a feverish final drive io compicte a world 
trade pact by December 15, seeking to sell their hard- 
igught bilateral deal to 102 other countrics. 


In a parallel effort, the two trade giants tackled their still 
outstanding issues of civilian aircraft subsidies and 
audiovisual royalties, as multilateral bargaining went 
into high gear at GATT headquarters here. 


A high-level meeting on market access, chaired by Ger- 
main Dents, a high-level Canadian trade diplomat, pro- 
vided a first opportunity carly on Wednesday for other 
delegations to be briefed on the “conditional” US.-E.C 
market access and agricultural packages. 


But a much-needed process of “gentle persuasion” was 
likely to be conducted mainly on a bilateral basis, wrade 
negotiators saiG 


Echong a widely-shared view among the other 102 
participants in the seven-year old Uruguay Round trade 
ne,otiations, a high-level Japanese negotiator warned 
late on Tuesday that the U.S. and the E.C. cow!ld not 
expect to “force upon others” the deal struck in Brussels. 


The fact “that Europe and the U.S. shake hands does not 
mean that everything is done,” he cautioned. 


E.C. negotiator: have scheduled at least 15 meetings with 
key countries and groupings over the next three days. a 
senor E.C. official told ASP, adding that the Comme- 
nity had brought its “full team” te Geneva from Brus- 
sels. 


Separate E.C. meetings were <cheduled with delegates 
from Japan, Canada, Australia. New Zcaland. the six 
EFTA (European Free Trade Associziion) countries. 
Korea, Meaico, other Laten American countries, and the 
ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) group 


“We'll be work.ng at over 100 percent of capacity,” the 

E.C. official yoked, noting that Wednesday would be “a 

day of consolidation” after a Murry of developments on 

— which had shifted the focus from Brussels to 
va. 


The shift was marked by lightning visits here by US 
Trade Representative Mickey Kantor and chief B.C. 
negotisior Sir Leon Brittan t© bricf GATT chief Peter 
Sutherland and some delegation heads on the outcome of 
their strenuous negotiations 


Trade negotiators here said the visits were intended to 
“mark symbolically” the fact that “the ball 1s now in 
camp of the Geneva negotiators.” 
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Sutherland in a statement released late on Tuesday 
acknowledged that Kantor and Sir Leon had displayed a 
“most helpful” readiness to “multilateralise’’, so that 
“the negotiating process in Geneva should now be able 
to move forward.” 


Most delegations here appeared confident on 
Wednesday that the seven-year old Uruguay Round 
could be brought to a successful conclusion during the 
next seven days. 


But they recognised that the challenges ahead were 
“tormidable.” 


Japanese and European negotiators said that in addition 
to outstanding differences between the United States 
and the E.C. over aircraft subsidies and audiovisual 
services, unfinished business includes some potential 
“deal breakers.” 


A long list of U.S. amendments, tabled barely 10 days 
ago, to draft provisions setting out multilateral rules for 
dealing with dumping cases, could be among the main 
stumbling blocks, they said. 


Another thorny issue was the two-tier U.S. approach to 
market access for financial services, which was of utmost 
concern to Japan and most Asian nations, they said. 


Japan and South Korea could also throw a spanner into 
the works in the talks on agricultural trade, even if they 
seem determined not to take the blame for a last-minute 
breakdown, GATT watchers said. 


South Korean Agriculture Minister Ho Sin-haeng and a 
Japanese opposition Liberal Democratic Party Diet 
member met Sutherland early on Wednesday and 
stressed public opposition in their countries to the 
opening of domestic rice markets. 


At the same time a small group of Japanese and South 
Korean farmers demonstrated half a mile away from 
GATT headquarters here. 


U.S., EC GATT Deadlock ‘Causes Anger’ Among 
Delegates 

AUG712145293 Paris AFP in English 1228 GMT 

7 Dec 93 


[By Jan Kristiansen] 


[Excerpts] Geneva, Dec 7 (AFP)—The inability of the 
the United States and the European Community to clear 
the way for a world trade pact in their Brussels talks 
Tuesday [7 December] caused frustration and anger 
among trade negotiaiors from over 100 countries at 
GATT headquarters here. 


Reflecting a growing atmosphere of crisis at the austere 
Geneva lake-side headquarters of the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), the institution's 
director general issued a statement that plainly called the 
two trade giants to order. 
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With only eight days to go to an agreed December 15 
deadline, the disappointment and concern among trade 
negotiators was heightened by news from Brussels that 
France was raising the stakes by dismissing as inade- 
quate a U.S.-EC deal on farm trade, delegates said. 


[passage omitted] 


Noting the failure of top U.S. and EC officials to come to 
terms on all pending bilateral issues, an Asian delegate 
said they were “not only bargaining behind our backs” 
but “simply disregard the fact that we are supposed to 
come up with a multilateral agreement.” 


At GATT's headquarters, a series of bilateral and mul- 
tilateral meetings were in progress Tuesday, and delega- 
tion heads from the 116 participating countries were due 
to meet informally in the evening. 


“For what purpose, we simply don’t know at this point,” 
a GATT official said, noting that initial plans had been 
for a review of the question of market access for farm 
produce in the light of the U.S.-EC accord in Brussels. 


The lobby of the GATT building was meanwhile invaded 
by TV camera crews and photographers, and a mobile 
media transmission centre was set up on the lake-side 
lawn. 


“They seem to be expecting a big event,” a senior 
delegate said, “but I think they'll have to wait for a few 
more days.” 


ROK Minister Says Rice Issue Could Derail 
GATT 


AU0812124693 Paris AFP in English 1209 GMT 


8 Dec 93 


[Text] Geneva, Dec 8 (AFP)—South Korea’s Agriculture 
Minister Ho Sin-haeng conferred Wednesday [8 
December] with GATT Director General Peter Suther- 
land as farmers from Japan and South Korea protested 
against opening their markets to foreign rice imports. 


Asked as he emerged from the meeting whether the rice 
issue Could upset the Uruguay Round of trade talks here, 
the minister said, “most likely so.” 


Commenting on the purpose of his call on the chief of the 
Geneva-based General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT), he said, “basically we are trying to reflect 
public opinion in Japan and Korea.” 


“Even if we agree to rice imports, we will have problems 
with ratification” of a world trade pact containing such a 
provision, he added. 


Asked whether the Seoul government agreed to tariffica- 
tion of rice—the conversion into customs duties of 
subsidies and non- tariff barriers—Ho repli |, “No, not 
at this time. We cannot do it.” 


A Japanese Diet member, Matsuka Roshikatsu, speaking 
for the opposition Liberal Democratic Party, also called 
on Sutherland. 
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He told reporters at GATT headquarters he had con- 
veyed to the GATT chief his party’s opposition to nce 
market liberalization. 


He also sharply criticized the current Tokyo govern- 
ment’s stance on the rice issue. 


Japanese and South Korean farmers, beating gongs, 
meanwhile staged a spectacular but peaceful protest 
against rice market opsaing in front of Geneva’s Palace 
of Nat.ons, the United Nations’ offices here. 


A group of about 30 Japanese, carrying Japanese flags 
and banners reading “No Foreign Rice” and “Tariffica- 
tion Destroys Food Security,” walked slowly ia circles on 
the broad square. 


A roughly equal number of Koreans, carrying red caps 
and waving Korean flags, demonstrated in a similar way 
a few yards away with banners such as “Koreans oppose 
rice Opening.” 


NATO Defense Ministers Open Talks in Brussels 


AU08 12094493 Paris AFP in English 0935 GMT 
8 Dec 93 


[Text] Brussels, Dec 8 (AFP)—NATO defence ministers 
opened two days of talks here Wednesday [8 December] 
with East-Wes! military cooperation and post-Cold War 
cutbacks in force levels topping the agenda. 


Meeting here were the defence chiefs from all 15 North 
Atiantic Treaty Organisation members except France, 
which ss not part of the alliance’s integrated military 
commiaiid. 


The ministers were to examine a report on the conse- 
quences of force reductions by several alliance members 
seeking a “peace dividend” in their budgets now that 
superpower tensions have dissipated. 


NATO officials have acknowledged that the West needs 
less soldiers but they have worried the cutbacks could go 
too far and crimp the alliance’s new vocation as a 
peacekeeper and stabilising agent in Europe. 


The meeting, like the gathering of foreign ministers last 
week, was aimed at preparing for the NATO's summit 
next month which is expected to adopt a U.S. proposal 
for military cooperation with the old Soviet bloc. 


The “Partnership for Peace” scheme would offer bilat- 
eral accords on joint activities such as peacekeeping or 
rescue Operations as well as consultations in times of 
crisis. 

But the proposal provides for no automatic guarantee of 
membership in NATO as sought by several East Euro- 
pean states such as Poland, Hungary and the Czech 
Republic. 


On Friday, the ministers will meet as NATO's Nuclear 
Planning Group to study the new United States’ nuclear 
policy and other issues. 
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Eurogroup To Be Disbanded 


AU08121!3793 Paris AFP in English 1022 GMT 
8 Dec 93 


[Text] Brussels, Dec 8 (AFP)}—The Eurogroup, com- 
prising 12 of NATO's European members, announced 
Wednesday [8 December] it would fold on January | 
after shifting its activities to the full alliance or the 
Western European Union (WEU). 


The Eurogroup was created in 1968 to strengthen 
NATO's European pillar but has been overshadowed by 
the WEU group of 10 European Community states 
which is tapped to become the defense arm of the new 
European Union. 


Defence ministers of the Eurogroup meet twice a year 
before regular North Atlantic Treaty Organisation ses- 
sions. Excluded are France, which is not a member of 
NATO's integrated structure, and Iceland, which has no 
army. 


A statement said the Eurogroup was going out of busi- 
ness on January | after 25 years but its work would be 
continued by other bodies with more allies participating, 
an apparent reference to France. 


The Eurogroup defence ministers held their last official 
meeting over dinner Tuesday night. 


They decided to incorporate within NATO a 
EUROMED sub-group on military medical activities. In 
April they shifted a sub-group on joint training (EUR- 
ONATOTRAINING) to the full, 16-member alliance. 


The ministers also decided to transfer sub-groups on 
logistics and long-term planning (EUROLOG and 
EUROLONGTERM) to the WEU, which groups all E.C. 
countnes except Denmark and Ireland. 


In August the sub-group on telecommunications systems 
(EUROCOM) was moved over to the WEU. 


The statement Wednesday said all Eurogroup members 
would continue to pariticpate fully in the sub-groups. 


Ruehe: Don't Concentrate on Russia 


LDO8 12125393 Hamburg DPA in German 1117 GMT 
8 Dec 93 


[Excerpt] Brussels (DPA)—Defense Minister Volker 
Ruche warned the NATO partners not to concentrate too 
much on Russia's interests when discussing European 
security policy. Despite Russian reservations, NATO 
must be open to other countries, Ruche said. Moscow 
must not in effect be given a veto on this question, Ruche 
said today in his speech at the start of the fall meeting of 
the western alliance defense ministers in Brussels. 


The ministers are meeting to further discuss NATO's 
Partnership for Peace initiative which is to be approved 
at the alliance’s summit meeting at the beginning of 
January. 
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It will allow closer cooperation between NATO and 
interested states from eastern Europe and the CIS. 
However, out of consideration for Russia, the western 
alliance only plans to consider accepting new members 
in the long term at most. Nevertheless, the initiative 
should not replace NATO membership, Ruche said. 
[passage omitted] 


Slovakia’s Moravcik:‘Partnership for Peace’ Path 
Te NATO 


AU08 12074093 Bratislava NARODNA OBRODA in 
Slovak 4 Dec 93 p 1 


{TA SR report: “The Slovak Republic’s Path Toward 
NATO?”"] 


[Text] Brussels—The Partnership for Peace initiative is a 
path toward membership in NATO. It corresponds to 
our ideas about gradual rapprochement with the Alli- 
ance, rapprochement that will also be enshrined in treaty 
form. Slovak Foreign Minister Jozef Moravcik made this 
statement in Brussels yesterday in an interview with the 
TA SR correspondent following the North Atlantic 
Cooperation Council [NACC] meeting. The minister 
said that Slovakia—despite the problems with its state 
budget—is capable of bearing the financial burden 
ensuing from possible membership in the Partnership for 
Peace initiative. He described the proposal put forward 
by Andrey Kozyrev, the head of Russian diplomacy, that 
NACC be separated from NATO and that the basis for a 
new security structure be established from it, as incom- 
patible with the Slovak Republic's ideas. “This idea does 
not correspond to our interests,” he said and reiterated: 
“We see the Partnership as a viable means for fully 
integrating ourselves into NATO.” The head of Slovak 
diplomacy declared that Slovakia is interested in 
ensuring that Ukraine becomes involved in the whole 
security system being established within NACC and, at 
the same time, that it accedes to the complete ratifica- 
tion of the START | disarmament treaty. “The North 
Atlantic alliance’s refusal to discuss membership and its 
proposal for the Partnership initiative...comes as bitter 
realism for the countries of Central Europe,” said 
Moravcik. He emphasized, however, that there is no 
reason to believe the pessimistic forecasts of a new 
division into spheres of influence. 


Asian Components Firms Seek To Penetrate EC 
Market 


BRO712150193 Paris ELECTRONIQUE 
INTERNATIONAL HEBDO in French 25 Nov 93 p 8 


{Article by Didier Girault: “Taiwanese Offensive in 
Europe”—all names as published] 


[Text] Followed closely by the Chinese, who produce at 
very low cost, Taiwanese small- and medium-sized 
enterprises and industries have launched a European 
crusade under the banner of quality. 
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With 74 exhibitors at COMPONIC (which was held in 
Villepinte from 15 through 19 November), the Tai- 
wanese delegation, composed of small- and medium- 
sized enterprises (SME's), was the fourth biggest exhib- 
itor after France, the United States, and Germany. For 
many of these companies, this was the first time that 
they had exhibited at COMPONIC. Interested in part- 
nerships with French companies and, more generally, 
with European companies, and seeking to contact repre- 
sentatives and distributors, the Taiwanese electronics 
SME’s intend to make rapid progress on the European 
market, where those we met at COMPONIC make 
between 5 and 50 percent of their sales. In this way the 
Taiwanese think they can get the bette: of the Japanese 
and South Koreans who are, in their view. “more expen- 
sive (than them—ELECTRONIQUE !NTERNA- 
TIONAL HEBDO editor's note) for the sarse quality” in 
passive components, connectors, light-emitting diodes, 
and some electronic subsets. They are much more cau- 
tious about top-of-the-line products, which are still the 
province of Japan and South Korea. 


These Taiwanese SME’s are choosing to “pile on the 
pressure” in Europe because, according to Sam Chu, 
director of Pookoo ($8 million sales and 25 employees), 
manufacturer of energy-efficient neon tube controls and 
distributor of ferrite and connectors, “the American 
market is too much in demand (you have to make many 
concessions there), and the Japanese market remains 
closed.” Selling in Southeast Asia (this region of the 
world is becoming a significant market), the Taiwanese 
SME's admit that they are still not sufficiently well 
known in Europe, and even less in the southern parts— 
including France. This explains their current strong 
presence at European electronics exhibitions. For the 
time being these SME's are essentially trying to gain 
information about the requirements specific to the Euro- 
pean market. 


The Taiwanese SME's. which are starting to feel the 
Chinese and Indian pressure on bottom-of-the-line prod- 
ucts, focus on market niches which correspond precisely 
to their production capacity. In so doing they are 
attacking production sectors which are South Korean 
and Japanese specialities. Taking advantage of the fact 
that they speak Chinese, the Taiwanese are also having 
electronic products made under subcontract in Chi- 
na...although they distrust the quality. For instance, 
according to one of the managers of Singatron Enterprise 
($8 million sales and 100 employees), “we set up a unit 
in Communist China four years ago; we were forced to 
close it two years ago because the percentage of rejects 
reached 30 percent.” 


South Korea Is Moving Toward Top-of-the-Line 
Products 


Followed closely by their Taiwanese and Chnese coun- 
terparts producing at lower costs, South Korean SME's 
are specializing, as we were able to observe at COM- 
PONIC, in top-of-the-line products (resonators, alloys 
and subsets for microwave ovens, displays...) for which 
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they only have to compete with manufacturers from 
“rich countries” (Japan, United States, European coun- 
tries), which are more expensive than them. In addition, 
to put more distance between them and their competi- 
tors, “the South Korean SME's are automating more and 
more,” as we were told by Kim Won-Kyoo, commercial 
chief of Jin Kwang Electronics ($6 million sales and 100 
employees), manufacturer of connectors, cables, and 
VXO's [variable crystal oscillators]. Forced to export to 
expand because they trade little with the Chaebols [ref- 
erence unknown], in the view of an official of the Korean 
Trade Center, they have just established an initial con- 
tact with Europe through the exhibitions (COMPONIC, 
Electronica...). 


The Hong Kong companies, for their part, are preparing 
for their territory's return to Communist China in 1997. 
They want Hong Kong to become the essential transition 
point for the export of products manufactured in Com- 
munist China. Currently subcontracting the manufac- 
ture of their electronic products in China, they are 
competing with Taiwanese companies, showing the same 
desire to penetrate the European market as the latter. 
Having little knowledge of the European market, they 
are first trying to “make themselves known and test this 
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market via a few key clients,” Sarah Li, commercial chief 
of ENW Engineering and Trading ($12 million sales and 
35 employees), told us. They hope to have a presence on 
this market in two or three years’ time. At present they 
are also seeking agreements with European companies. 
With this in mind, they are ny en 9 their great 
flexibility of response to European demands 


The Indian companies presen’ at COMPONIC are 
fighting their counterparts from China and Taiwan. 
These companies are suffering from a lack of capital and 
are seeking European customers as well as partners and 
investors, especially in view of the fact that Indian law 
has been made rrore flexible: Foreign shareholders can 
now hold the majority of shares in companies estab- 
lished in India. The Indian companies think they can do 
“as well as the Taiwanese if they have adequate manu- 
facturing capabilities.” Their factories often combine 
almost craftsman-type manufacture and highly auto- 
mated manufacture of top-of-the-line products. For 
instance Elcot New Era ($4 million sales and 250 
employees) manufactures capacitors and has just been 
equipped with a fully automated unit for the production 
of flexible keyboards. 
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EU Treaties With Poland, Hungary To Take 
Effect 1 Feb 


LD0712212893 Warsaw PAP in English 2012 GMT 
7 Dec 93 


[Text] Brussels, Dec. 7—Association treaties with 
Poland and Hungary should enter into force on February 
1, 1994, the Council of the European Union (EU) said on 
Tuesday [7 December]. 


Following Monday’s decision by the EU foreign minis- 
ters to unblock the completion of both treaties ratifica- 
tion, the process is expected to be formally concluded at 
one of Councils nearest meetings. 


European Commissioners for External Relations Leon 
Brittan and Hans van den Broek explained on Tuesday 
that the entering into for > of these important treaties 
was delayed because of differences of opinion in the 
European Community (EC) on the future of the EC trade 
policy with regards to a question that had nothing in 
common with either Poland, Hungary or Bulgaria. 


The commissioners assured that now when the agree- 
ment was reached, the EC and its eastern neighbours 
would be able to go ahead and continue developing the 
entirety of political and economic relations. 


The treaties with Poland and Hungary were signed on 
December 16, 1991. 


The ministers decided to unblock ratification, agreeing 
that the adopted internal principles concerning starting 
up clauses on Poland, Hungary and Bulgaria are of a 
provisional character until a definitive solution to the 
entire dispute is found. 


nes Reem Se OY CaN Cleon 


BRO712154793 Antwerp DE FINANCIEEL 
EKONOMISCHE TIJD in Dutch 7 Dec 93 p 6 


[Article signed KV: “Large Countries Leave Their Mark 
on European Union—No Agreement on Voting Rights 
in Council”] 

[Text] Brussels (TIJD)—By 1995 the European Union 
[EU] could well have 16 members. Yesterday the present 
12 member states made several agreements to manage 
this expansion in institutional terms. The main concern 
in finding a solution was not so much < ¢ efficient 
functioning of the Union, but the self-interesi of the large 
member states. 


The Maas': reaty states that in 1996 a new govern- 
ment con vill start to modify the EU's organiza- 
tion, The - expansion of the Union in 1995, to 
include {: » member states (Sweden, Norway, Fin- 


land, and Austria), must therefore take place within the 
EU's present institutional framework. Nevertheless, 
agreements remain necessary to manage the expansion 
effectively. 
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Following proposals by Belgium, the 12 member states 
dealt with two obstacles yesterday in advance. The 
number of members of the European Commis"*>> will 
probably increase from 16 to 21. Every country. sto 
keep its representative in the daily running of the Union. 
The large member states, which each have two pawns in 
the Commission, do not want to lose any representa- 
lives. 


“Although everyone recognizes that working with such a 
large Commission is more difficult, we are obliged to 
note that everyone agrees with this solution,” a Belgian 
diplomat said. 


The large countries will leave their mark on the EU in 
another way. At present every country takes turns in 
occupying the EC presidency for six-month terms. This 
arrangement will be maintained, on the understanding 
that the presidency will alternate between a large and a 
small country. In any mission involving the troika, where 
three member states represent the Union, a large EC 
country will always be involved. After all, the large 
countries have the necessary facilities and diplomatic 
networks for such duties, the argument goes. The heads 
of state and government will have to decide on another 
thorny institutional problem themselves: whether in a 
vote at the EC Council of Ministers decisions will be 
made on the basis of the total number of points or the 


percentage (71 percent) of the votes. 


Statistical Office Releases EC Unemployment 
Figures 


AU0712194293 Paris AFP in English 1653 GMT 
7 Dec 93 


[Text] Brussels, Dec 7 (AFP)}—The number of people 
unemployed in the European Community (EC) rose by 
0.1 percent from the figure in September to 10.7 percent 
of the workforce, EC figures showed on Tuesday [7 
December]. 


Slightly more than 16 million people were unemployed 
in the Community in October, compared with a figure of 
8.8 million in the United States, the Eurostat statistical 
office said three days before an EC summit meeting here 
on employment and proposals to boost the economy. 


The highest rates of unemployment were: Spain 21.9 
percent, Ireland 18.4 percent, Italy 11.4 percent, France 
11.2 percent, Denmark 10.6 percent and Britain 10.2 
percent. 


The rates elsewhere were: Belgium 9.7 percent, Germany 
6.1 percent, Portugal 5.1 percent, and Luxembourg 2.8 


percent. 


Figures were not available for Greece nor for the Neth- 
erlands where the rate in September had been 8.6 per- 
cent. 
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EU Council Compromises on Patent Office 
Language Row 


BRO712112993 Antwerp DE FINANCIEEL- 
EKONOMISCHE TIJD in Dutch 7 Dec 93 p 26 


[Report signed KV: “European Patent Office Language 
Dispute Settled Belgian Style—Patent Applications Can 
Be Submitted in Nine Languages”] 


[Text] Brussels (TIJD)}—EC foreign ministers reached 
agreement yesterday on the use of languages in the 
European Patent Office. Consequently, patent applica- 
tions may henceforth be submitted to the European 
Patent Office in Madrid in all nine official languages of 
the European Union. Disputes will, in principle, be 
settled in one of the five working languages of the office. 


At the October summit of the European heads of state 
and government in Brussels the | 2 reached agreement on 
the locations of a whole trio of new establishments. 
Several weeks later it leaked out that Spain, which had 
been allocated as the site of the European Patent Office, 
had insisted that the new institution use five working 
languages: English, Fr. ch, German, Spanish, and 
Italian. Following a hefty row in the Netherlands, the 
smaller languages came out against this measure. 


Yesterday, at the proposal of Spain and the Netherlands, 
a compromise solution was found for the ianguage 
problem. Any application for approval by the European 
Patent Office can now be submitted in any of the nine 
languages of the European Union—i.c., also in Danish, 
Dutch, Portuguese, and Greek. The application will be 
published and registered in all nine languages. At the 
same time, the applicant for the patent must express a 
preference for the language in which any disputes, ca”- 
cellation or expiry procedures will be treated. 


Translation Costs 


The party that instigates such a procedure must submit 
its app! cation in one of the five working languages of the 
patent office. The applicant and opposing party may also 
agree on a third language for court proceedings. 
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In this case, the costs of transition will be paid by the 
opposing party. In all other cases, the patent office will 
pay for the translation of applications and procedures. 


The translations will be done by the new European 
Translation Office that will be established in Luxem- 
bourg. A Belgian spokesman added that both new EC 
institutions could start work early next year. 


German Ministers Complain About Delors’ White 


AU0712172793 Berlin DIE WELT in German 7 Dec 93 
pi3 


[Report Signed “Ha”: “European Union Summit Will 
Only Take Note of the White Book"} 


[Text] Brussels—The Federal Government has once 
again complained that Jacques Delors did not present his 
white book on growth, competitiveness, and employ- 
ment, which is destined for the heads of government of 
the European Union, to the respective ministers ahead of 
time. Ursula Sailer-Albring, state minister in the Foreign 
Ministry, said in Brussels yesterday that, because of this, 
the European Union summit on the weekend will prob- 
ably only take note of the paper without being able to 
discuss its substance. The time for a serious assessment 
of the proposals is not sufficient. 


Like Ministers Waigel and Rexrodt, Mrs. Sailer-Albring, 
too, primarily criticized Delors’ ideas of a comprehen- 
sive loan program for the construction of trans-European 
transportation and communication networks. In partic- 
ular the EC Commission has always called on Bonn not 
to overstrain the capital market. 


The guidelines for economics policy that have been 
formulated by the Commission, on the other hand, have 
been approved by the responsible ministers after they 
were revised by the Monetary Committee, and have been 
presented to the heads of government for comments. 
After their formal adoption in mid-December, the Euro- 
pean Union will then for the first time have a framework 
for the harmonization of the economy. The only target 
with a specific figure is the one to achieve an inflation 
rate of 2 to 3 percent “in most of the member states” by 
1996. 
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Envoy, EU Official View Foreign, Security 


AU0812075193 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 7 Dec 
93 p 8 


[Report by Otmar Lahodynsky: “European Union: Pos- 
itive Examination of Neutrality”} 


[Text] Brussels—Austria’s future participation as a 
European Union [EU] member in the joint foreign and 
security policy is practically spelled out. Last week, the 
arranged meeting between Ambassador Manfred Sche- 
ich, Austrian deputy chief negotiator, and Philippe de 
Schoutheete de Tervarent, acting Belgian chairman in 
the Council of Permanent Representatives, took place in 
great secrecy. 


This informal talk, in which a representative of the 
Constitutional Department of the Chancell ‘s Office 
also participated, served as a substitute for the vatalog of 
foreign policy questions addressed to the four candidates 
for membership, which had been originally planned by 
the EU foreign ministers and had not been implemented 
because of differences of opinion among the EU mem- 
bers. Separate talks were also held with Sweden and 
Finland. Norway will follow this week. 


The meeting, on which no written statement was 
resolved, reportedly took place in a very friendly atmo- 
sphere. No critical questions were asked about neu- 
trality. The Belgian chairman paid special tribute to 
Austria's position, which was presented by Foreign Min- 
ister Alois Mock in Brussels on 9 November—a declara- 
tion for full participation in solidarity in the joint foreign 
and security policy, with constitutional rules (on neu- 
trality) being maintained. 


Thus, the prospects that Austria will adopt the Maas- 
tricht Treaty in the negotiations for membership before 
Christmas under the Belgian EU Presidency are good. 
On 16 December, another round will take place at the 
ambassadors level and, on 21 December, a joint session 
of the 16 foreign ministers will be held. 


A pragmatic solution is beginning to show regarding 
Austrian supplies for the Japanese car industry. The EC 
Commission is now prepared to negotiate with Tokyo on 
a special quota for Austria during the current annual 
definition of import contingents for automobiles for the 
European market. This would basically preserve the 
present practice. However, the Commission rejects the 
second possibility—that is, an exception to the customs 
tariffs for Austria—as incompatible with the joint for- 
eign trade policy. 


Foreign Minister Mock stressed on Monday [6 
December] that Austria's negotiations for membership 
are in a decisive stage. If the entry target of | January 
1994 is to be achieved, negotiations with the EU will 
have to be concluded at the beginning of next March at 
the latest. According to him, nine of 29 topics have so far 
been settled in the negotiations. It is still a long way to an 
agreement on questions of transit, second residences, 
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and agriculture. He commented optimistically on the 
course of the talks on environmental issues, a customs 
union, and trade policies. 


Mock Sees Political Deadlock in Balkan Conflict 
AU0612173993 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG in 
German 5S Dec 93 p 2 


[Unattributed report: “Budget for Foreign Ministry 
Adopted” ] 


[Excerpts] The budget chapter on foreign affairs was 
adopted with the votes of the Social Democratic Party of 
Austria, the Austrian People’s Party, and the Libeval 
Forum late in the evening on Friday [4 December]. In 
1994, the Foreign Ministry has an expenditure of 2.9 
billion schillings (1993: 2.7 billion) with projected reve- 
nues of 86.4 million schillings (91.7 million). [passage 
omitted] 


Today, a political deadlock has been reached im the 
Balkan conflict, Foreign Minister Mock stressed. Now 
one can only do all to help the people in the winter with 
humanitarian means. It ts an illusion to believe that 
every conflict can only be solved by diplomatic and 
political means. If one 1s not prepared to resort to the last 
alternative—military means—“one must not be sur- 
prised if certain large-scale conflicts are not solved and 
peoples cannot be protected.” Of course, everything has 
to be done to advocate the protection of human rights, 
“but one must not believe that we can solve all problems 
of the world.” 


In Mock’s opinion, the reproach that the European 
Union has failed in the Balkans is not justified. It cannot 
even resolve a military mission. Mock particularly 
stressed that, meanwhile, the other parties to the conflict 
have also adopted the Serbs’ methods. [passage omitted] 


Armenian Minister Asks West for Help in 
Karabakh 


AU0712200493 Vienna Oesterrcich Eins Radio Network 
in German 1700 GMT 7 Dec 93 


[Report on interview with Armenian Foreign Minister 
Vahan Papazyan by Elisa Wasch in Vienna on 7 Decem- 
ber—recorded, Papazyan speaks in Russian with super- 
imposed German translation] 


{Text} [Wasch] Over | million of people in Armenia are 
homeless at the moment. About 50 percent of these are 
Armemans from Azerbayan who have fled the war in 
Nagorno-Karabakh and sought refuge in Armenia. The 
other 50 percent are people who have been homeless 
since the earthquake five years ago. They live in guest 
houses, pensions, and makeshift dwellings. Foreign Min- 
ister Papazvyan says. The government lacks the moncy to 
build new houses. But Papazyan says that receiving more 
humanitarian aid is not the primary request the Arme- 
nian Government has for the West. 
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[Papazyan] Humanitarian aid from the Wesi is very 
important, and we will be very grateful for any help we 
get in the future. But at the moment, we would be even 
more grateful if the West could help us find a peaceful 
solution for Nagorno-Karabakh. Armenia is most inter- 
ested in that. 


[Wasch] The CSCE has been very committed to finding 
# solution for Nagorno-Karabakh, the Armenian enclave 
on Azerbayeni territory. Foreign Minister Papazyan 
thinks, however, that the CSCE should try even harder to 
end the war, which has been gong on for five years. 
Armenia and the Armenians in Nagorno-Karabakh have 
already accepted the CSCE peace plan, unlike the Azer- 
baijanis. That these are only nice words and that the 
Armenian Karabakh Army has been fighting on Azerba- 
yani territory, occupying a quarter of Azerbaijan's terr- 
tory, is excused by Papazyan with the following words: 


[Papazyan} 7 hex 0s the logic of war. When there 1s a war, 
one side Oorwpi«. foreign territory, and the other side 
tries to win it Pack. 


[Wasch] Papazyan freely admits that the Armenian 
fighters in Karabakh have conquered the foreign tern- 
tory with financial aid from Armenia. He points out, 
however, that Armenia is very much interested in 
achieving peace of the two warring parties. One reason 
for this is that duc to the war and the Averbayani 
embargo, Armenia 1s very badly off economically. The 
economic situation is so bad that the government has 
even decided to reopen Armenia's only nuclear power 
plant, which has been closed down since the earthquake 
in 1988, and which is in a very dangerous condition 
according to environmentalists. 


[Papazyan] | would like to say one thing. In Armenia, 
people have electricity for one or one and a half hours a 
day. We would love not to reopen the nuclear power 
plant if we had another source of electricity. 


[Wasch] It would be desirable to reopen the roads to 
Turkey and Iran. But the most important thing are the 
oil and gas pipelines from Azerbaijan, whose reopening 
is very unrealistic. Therefore, the nuclear power plant is 
to be repaired and reopened. This is expected to happen 
in about one year's time. 


Loeschnak Views Progress in Letter Bomb Search 


AU0712141893 Vienna Ocsterrcich Lins Radio Network 
in German 1100 GMIT 7 Dec 93 


{interview with Intersmor Minister Franz Loeschnak by 
Robert Stoppacher in Vienna on 7 December— 
recorded] 


[Text] After today’s Cabinet session, Interior Minister 
Franz Loeschnak reported on the present stage of the 
investigations in the Ietter bomb series. In an interview 
with Robert Stoppacher, Loeschnak says: 
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[Loeschnak] The tume has now come for police detect ¢ 
work. Because of the large number of reports from the 
public. ‘or which I convey my cordial thanks—! use the 
opporiunity once again to invite the people to tcl! us 
about any observation in this connection, however insig- 
nificant it may seem. it may be important—the time has 
now come for police detective work. We have esiadrshed 
contact with the yudiciary, in order to be able to scarch 
some houses and to take other criminal investigation 
measures that we Can only carry out with the judsciary’s 
agreement. As I have already said, we expect more 
concrete facts in the foreseeable future because of the 
information and the opportunities provided to us by the 
judiciary. You wall understand that | cannot go into 
detail at this stage of the snvostegations. 


[Stoppacher] Have actions alteady been taken” Have 
houses been searched and peuple arrested” 


[Loeschnak] Immediately afier the first bomb attacks, 
two houses were searched. 


[Stoppacher] Where? Who was affected” 


[Loeschnak] Because of the present stage of investiga- 
tions, | cannot tell you. More houses will also be 
searched in the next few hours. We hope that we will 
make some progress with these measures and, as | have 
already said, with the information from the public, but 
also with details from forensic investigations in the 
laboratories that we have carried out. 


[Stoppacher] Your munistry 1s giving the impression that 
it #s still very much on the dark as far as the perpetrator 
of perpetrators are concerned. First it was said that they 
are cither right-wing extremists or there is a Balkan 
connection. Then you said yesterday that i 1s more or 
less certain that they come from the nationalist corner, 
but it may also be a lunatic. Then it was stated im the 
evening: We are reasonably sure that they are right-wing 
extremists. This morning Michael Sika, director gencral 
for public security, said again that this 1s not so certain, 
and it might also be somebody else, and forcign countries 
might also be involved. Are you very much in the dark” 


[Loeschnak] Well, it 1s always the same: Ala very carly 
Stage, we are asked about the background and a possible 
profile of the perpetrators. We try to provide informa- 
tion according to the respective stage of the investipa- 
tions. It 1s a fact that the attitude of the perpetrator 
perpetrators is certainly very xcnophobic, There is no 
doubt about that. It 1s also a fact that, wiih every forties 
bomb attack, the connection with Austria ha vod 
Therefore, the first assumption or the first \ariont. that 
18, that we might be involved in the Balkan oontl: 1. has 
become less likely. Thord, it 1s also a fact that a hiehiy 
intelligent lunatic cannot be ruled out any longer Thes rs 
the reason for the apparent contradiction in the course of 
events. 


Once again, however, as | have already sand, the tol 
lowing has become more likely: The xenophotia of the 
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perpetrator or the perpetrators, a connection wit! Aus- 
tria, and, once again, a highly intelligent lunatic cannot 
be ruled out. 


[Stoppacher] Freedom Party of Austria [FPOc] 
Chairman Haider today criticized you because you, that 
is, the Interior Ministry. do not apparently rate the FPOe 
and, specifically, Chairman Haider among the potential 
victims, as he 1s not being protected. 


[Loeschnak] If you review the events once again, you will 
see that the first two bomb attacks on Friday at noon 
were exclusively meant for people who had made great 
efforts for foreigners. Chairman Haider is certainly not 
one of them. This trend certainly increased afterward. 
Only think of Caritas President Schueller. The 

ments on Saturday afternoon and Sunday concerned the 
field of minorities. The FPOe chairman certainly does 
not belong to this group either. That is to say, it is a 
mystery to me why he should have been warned in 
advance. However, if you ask him, he will also see things 
in this way. 


|Stoppacher] That is to say, from your point of view, Dr. 
Haider need not be afraid? 


[Loeschnak] At least not in this specific case. I cannot 
judge whether he has to be afraid in other respects. 


Rightists Annowace ‘Intensified Actions’ 
ALO712154893 Vienna DER STANDARD in German 7 
Dec 93 p 4 


[Report by Wolfgang Purtscheller: “Rightist Scene 
Announces ‘Intensified Actions” 


[Text] On the occasion of the bans on neo-Nazi organi- 
zations in Germany and the arrests and conviction of 
leading Austrian neo-Nazis, it was repeatedly pointed 
out in those circles that the bans and arrests would lead 
to “intensified actions.” Before that, accused neo-Nazi 
“celebrities” had presented themselves again and again 
as “social workers” who protect their bases from ter- 
rorist actions. 


In the latest edition of NEUE FRONT, the paper of the 
Kuchnen/Kuessel gang and the mouthpiece of the “Com- 
munity of the Adherents of the New Front,” Kuessel’s 
sentence (10 years’ imprisonment because of neo-Nazi 
activities) 1s extensively commented on and it 1s stated: 
“Initiatives of the individual groups are required here.” 


The unknown authors of the cadre paper, which 1s 
propagaied ssa a cover address in the Netherlands, say 
that they “really owe” this “to Gottfried Kuessel. At 
present, he is imprisoned for all of us. If we do not 
defend ourselves massively against the terror of the 
‘democrats,’ such sentences will soon also be possible in 
our terrific FRG.” 


The latest edition of the mouthpiece of the “NSDAP 
(National Socialist German Workers PartyWAO” (AO 
stands for “foreign organization” in the United States). 
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NEW ORDER, openly calls for terrorism for Kuessel. 
Kuessel’s judge and public prosecutor are mentioned by 
name with their private addresses, telephone numbers, 
and office addresses. 


The date of the “intensified actions” is not surprising 
either for authorities on the scene. For months, adher- 
ents of the neo-Nazi groups, “Nationalist Front,” 
“German Alternative.” and “National Offensive,” 
which were banned ir Germany one year ago, have been 
Carrying out a moliization campaign for an “interna- 
tional solidarity week from 4 to 11 December 1993.” 
The central nouthpiece of this campaign of organiza- 
tions, which have also adherents in Austria, ts 
RECHTSKAMPF., a newspaper published in Munich. 


in the surroundings of RECHTSKAMPF “the example 
of the Red Army Faction” was warmed over again and 
presented as a positive example. An intensive debate on 
it 1s currently going on in Berlin Nazi circles. 


In parallel to RECHTSKAMPPF., the “Freedom for Got- 
tfred Kuessel National Initiative” was founded in 
Langen in Hesse on 9 October 1993. The objective of the 
“National Initiative” 1s, among other things: “Represen- 
tatives of the so-called ‘relevant social groups,” such as 
parties, trade unions, churches, etc,” are to be forced to 
make statements. 


The name of the sender of the murderous letter bombs 
also fits into the common strategic concept of domestic 
extreme-right groups. The scene has recently tried to 
present itself with special Austrian patriotism. The target 
of the naticnal irritation is the “imminent anschluss to 
the European Community,” which has to be prevented 
by all means. Austria's national racist integrity 1s con- 
trasted with the “multicriminal European Community.” 
Relevant stickers with pscudopatriotic contents are dis- 
patched from the same post office box at the southern 
railroad station in Vienna that was also used for various 
stickers calling for “freedom for Kuessel.” 


Propaganda for this campaign “Yes to Austria means no 
to the European Community” is above all made in 
FAKTEN, which 1s published by Jakob Horst Rosenk- 
ranz, husband of Lower Austrian Dict Deputy Barbara 
Rosenkranz from the Freedom Party of Austria. In 1990 
he was the frontrunner of the list “No to the Flood of 
Foreigners,” which was banned because of neo-Nazi 
activities. In FAKTEN Kuessel’s release is also 
demanded. 


Kiestil Voices ‘Disgust, Outrage’ 
AU0712193693 Vienna WIENER ZETTUNG im 
German 7 Dec 93 pS 


[Unattributed report: “Klestil: ‘Not Permit Being Black- 
mailed] 


[Text] Prague—At the beginning of his two-day official 
visit to the Czech Republic, Federal President Thomas 
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Kiestil expressed his “disgust and outrage” about the 
wave of leticr bomb attacks in Austria. 


The Republic of Austria will “not permit being black- 
mailed™ by this series of attacks, which continued on 
Monday [6 Decembery, Kiestil said after private talks 
with his Czech counterpart, Vaclav Havel, in a news 
conference in Prague Castle. Klestil appealed to the 
attackers “not to make people their target who have done 
nothing but help other people.” 


After the end of the Cold War, the images of threat have 
changed, Klestil said, thus moving to his talks with 
Havel. Terrorism, organized crime, the destruction of 
the environment, and migration require increased coop- 
eration. Kiestil announced that he would discuss issues 
of cross-border cooperation for the struggle againsi ter- 
rorism and crime with Czech Interior Minister Jan Rum! 
in the afternoon. 


Talks between Kiestil and Havel on the issue of compen- 
sation for the expellees and regarding the nuclear power 
plant at Temelin did not reach a degree of consensus. 
Havel admitted to the press that Temelin and “the 
claims by neo-Austrians” were “issues of controversy.” 
The Czech Republic is of the opinion that, in an agree- 
ment of 1974 with what was then Czechoslovakia, Aus- 
tria stated that it would not “raise claims for property in 
representation for any person.” “This agreement cannot 
be revised,” Havel said. 


Regarding the assessment of the historical background of 
the expulsion of German-speaking people after World 
War Il, Havel suggested that an Austro-Czech commis- 
sion of historians be installed. 


Havel promised that the Temelin nuclear power plant 
would “be consistent with safety standards of the 20th 
century.” He had a report worked out on the safety of the 
plant that he would provide to Austnan authorities, 
Vaclav said by way of conclusion. 


Exports Decrease by 5.9 Percent in 1993 


AU0712173993 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 6 Dec 
93 pil 


[Report by Erich Hoorn: “Only Exports to Overseas 
Countries Are Booming”) 


[Text] Vienna—In the first three quarters of the year 
Austria's exports decreased by 5.9 percent, which is the 
most abrupt drop in more than 30 years. The develop- 
ment of deliveries to Germany, to which almost 40 
percent of the total exports go, is particularly disap- 
pointing. The setbacks in Western Europe, where almost 
75 percent of the exports are sold, are due to the 
recession. 


The most successful regions are overseas countries. 
Deliveries to South America increased by almost 19 
percent. Unfortunately only 4 percent of the total 
exports go there. 
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Eastern Europe is also a good market for Austria. There 
are, however, regional differences: In the reform states of 
Central Europe (Czech Republic, Slovakia. Poland. 
Hungary, and Slovenia) good growth rates have been 
achieved for years—including this year. In the past 
exports to southeastern Europe have decreased, and 
have only considerably picked up this year. 


There have also been increases in the development 
countries. However, the OPEC states, which are sul- 
fering from the decreasing oil prices, are excluded here. 
Jan Stankovsky, foreign trade expert of the Institute for 
Economic Research, stresses. Austrian companics were 
partrcularly successful in the “tiger countries” (Hong 
Kong, Seuth Korea, Singapore, and Taiwan) and in 
China. Growth rates of 14.4 and 26.8 percent respec- 
tively were achieved there. 


According to Stankovsky, exports to Germany will only 
slowly recover. Opportunities for deliveries to Western 
European countries that have devalued their currencies 
have also decreased. 


The record trade deficit of 108 billion schillings (1991: 
previous record of 113 billions), which 1s expected for 
this year, 1s not yet a danger because 11 1s largely covered 
by tourist traffic and other revenues. 


The recession contributed to an improvement in the 
export structure: Setbacks had to be accepted in exports 
of raw materials and little processed goods. Exports of 
machines and consumer goods also decreased, but not to 
such a great extent. 


Issue of Neutrality in European Union Examined 


Mock Favors NATO Membership 


94E- NOI6IB Vienna PROFIL in German 8&8 Now 93 
pp 20-22 


[Article by Andreas Weber and Helmut Weixler: “Stupid 
Speeches, Stupid Questions” } 


[Text] The fat cousin from Oggersheim |Heimut Kohl's 
hometown in Rhineland-Palatinate] showed himsclf to 
be in a giving mood. Ten days ago last Faday—following 
the special summit of the European Community in 
Brussels—German Chancellor Helmut Xohl chatted 
away at » news conference. 


He was asked by Austrian journalists about the estab- 
lishment of a mutual European forcign and security 
policy. What about the participation of the neutral 
neighbor and EC aspirant Austria’? Must 1) particnpa' 
or 1s this not necessary” 


The chancellor's reply was short and sweet: “A young 
man in Berchtesgaden will probably have difficulty 
understanding why he 1s serving in the Bundeswehr and 
his colleague in Salzburg is not.” 


Amazement. Astonishment, Questioning looks: Are we 
headed for that again so soon? And then the momert of 
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horror is over and Kohl jovially corrects his slip of the 


member Austria for a European security system should 
not be less than those of the other EC states. 


Neutrality, the trained historian cheerfully philoso- 
phized, had “been of enormous significance for a 


without using diplomatic niceties what Austria's neu- 
viewed as a meaningless relic of the extinct epoch of the 


At precisely the time that the German chancellor was 
thus chatting away in Brussels, the first talks by top 
grand coalition officials began behind the scenes at the 
Balihausplatz in Vienna on the most sensitive domestic 
policy topic of the membership negotiations: namely, the 
everlasting neutrality of Austria, resolved on 26 October 
1955, along with the state treaty the identity pillar of the 
Second Republic. 


Once again it was a matter of coming up with a linguistic 
formulation—one of far-reaching significance for the 
future course of the efforts to join the EC. What was 
Foreign Minister Alois Mock to tell his EC minister 
colleagues, as well as those of Finland, Norway, and 
Sweden, at the summit in Brussels on Tuesday of this 
week? At this meeting, the hot phase of the negotiations 
is to be “rung in” (to quote Austria's arnbassador to the 
EC, Manfred Scheich): Economic and monetary policy. 
justice and domestic policy, and, above all, foreign and 
security policy. 


Mock and his diplomats wanted to make no mention of 
the word neutrality at all. In the opinion of the minister, 
one sentence would have sufficed. The same formula- 
tion, perhaps, that he had already used last February at 
the beginning of the EC negotiations: “Austria declares 
its support of a mutual foreign and security policy and 
the plan anchored in the Union treaty to expand the 
security-political structures of the Union.” 


Or, as a Mock intimate expresses the strategy in some- 
what plainer terms: “Whoever says a lot of stupid things 
is asked a lot of stupid questions.” 
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The governing partner SPOc [Socialist Party of Austria] 
wanted to present the situation to the EC foreign minis- 
ters in plain language. Austria is neutral, will therefore 
not join a military alliance, will not participate in 
military conflicts, and will also not permit any foreign 
troops to be stationed on its soil. “At some point,” 
argues EC State Secretary Brigitte Ederer, “we will not 
get around making this very clear.” Ederer: “This 5 a 
good opportunity to close an existing gap. Then the 
speculations on foreign and domestic policy matters will 
be over and done with.” 


Mock must speak in Brussels with the tongue of the 
entire government. And, as in 1989, when the famous 
letter was sen. to Brussels, the neutrality question has 
once again divided the coalition. Back then, month-long 
debates were carried out publicly on whether the neu- 
trality reservation should be made mention of, as 
demanded by the SPOc. The Social Democrats finally 
prevailed. 

This time, the governmental action ran a slightly dif- 
ferent course. First, the well-known battles of words were 
announced around the national holiday [26 October]. In 
a PRESSE interview, the foreign minister went so far as 
to claim that neutrality and NATO membership were 
reconcilable, since the Atlantic Alliance was developing 
more and more into a regional security system. 


The break with the taboo by the [politically] black 
member of the government—until then only FPOc 
[Freedom Party of Austria] chairman Joerg Haider had 
expressed this opinion—triggered hysterncal reactions in 
the coalition partner. 


§POc¢ General Secretary Josef Cap called on Mock and 
the OeVP [Austrian People’s Party] to “stop making 
their confusing statements relative to the security- 
political future of Austria.” NATO was, after all, still a 
defense alliance, he said. It was logical that neutral 
Austria could not join it. 


Then, faced with the approaching Brussels summit on 
Tuesday of this week, peace returned to the coalition, at 
ieast outwardly. Most of them acted like little lambs and 
stressed “the mutual political intention,” as did Alois 
Mock last Thursday in Paris, for example. 


Neutrality 1s “compatible with the principles of the 
Community,” he said in an interview with LE MONDE. 
Austria had already made this position clear in two 
memoranda, he said, and for this reason the EC will not 
even inquire about neutrality. 


One day later, on Friday evening of last week, the 
coalition’s linguistic formulation for Mock's address to 
the Council of Ministers and the Brussels summit on 
Tuesday began to emerge internally. “In one form or the 
other,” thus a representative of Franz Vranitzky's Chan- 
cellor’s Office, “Mock will mention our reservations.” 


Preceding this temporary defeat of the Euro-champion 
was a bitter internal haggling by the contentious partics. 
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In a first Foreign Office draft for the report to the 
Council of Ministers, the concluding statement had still 
read as follows: “Austria is striving for observer status 
and thereafter full membership in the WEU.” The WEU 
is the military arm of the European Union. This formu- 
lation was immediately deleted by the associates of the 
chancellor. The reason: The WEU is a mulitary alliance 
and thus cannot be reconciled with a neutral status. 


This is the verdict reached by the constitutional office in 
the Federal Chancellery, which drew up this position for 
the chancellor in a total of three expertise reports. In the 
extensive jundical ducuments, all possible and impos- 
sible scenarios are played out and their compatibility 
with neutrality examined: Economic sanctions as well as 
military crises. 


The constitutional law experts see relatively small prob- 
lems in the event of EC sanctions. Austria will as a rule 
be able to support these. “This clear interpretation is 
absolutely essential,” declares a negotiator, “otherwise it 
could come to pass that the federal chancellor approves 
an embargo in Brussels and is then arrested upon his 
return home for having violated Austrian neutrality.” 


In the case of military crises, the situation is different. A 
theoretical example given in the report: If the WEU were 
to decide on a military operation against former Y ugo- 
slavia and wanted to fly air operations out of Graz- 
Thalerhof, this, the constitutional experts analyze, would 
be a clear violation of the neutrality law. 


In the back-and-forth d:2cussions of the scholars in the 
Chancellor's Office and Foreign Ministry, another Mock 
wish went down the drsim. hv sufficient time prior to the 
summit meeting in Brussels, the minister wanted to 
dispatch an aide mermorre to all EC «tate chancelleres. 
The Social Democrats viewed a goodwill signal such as 
this as an unnecessary attempt at ingratiation. 


In all the chaos, the exchange of formulations, the hectic 
telephone calls, and the arrangements made between the 
involved members of the government, a minimal con- 
sensus began to crystallize: Austria will enter the EC asa 
neutral cvmtry. The written inclusion of a neutrality 
reservation in the treaty with the EC is not necessary. 
“That is the consensus,” confirms OeVP Vice Chan- 
cellor Erhard Busek. 


And on the home front, both the major parties will iritely 
stress again and again before the plebiscite that the 
substance of neutrality has undergone a change since the 
decline of the East Bloc, but that it continues to make 
security-political sense. 


But from that point on, red and black go their separate 
ways. The Social Democrats are mutating into con- 
servers of values through the neutrality cause. Party boss 
Vranitzky stresses at every opportunity that “doing away 
with neutrality now will create a situation in which there 
are no alternatives that can be offered.” 
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“The population.” he expounded at the SPOc club 
meeting three weeks ago, for example, “would have a 
right to ask us: “If you abandon the onc, whal can you 
offer us in its place?” The conclusion drawn by the 
te >cellor. “Neutrality is for that reason not a ‘muddling 
through somehow,” but instead fulfi.is the political 
responsibility of the state until such time as a different 
security system exists, one that takes in all of Europe.” 


What the SPO¢c fears above all is the high level of faith in 
neutrality that the Austrians have. Two-thirds of them 
continue to view i as indispensable. The Social Demo- 
crats are of the opinion that a plebiscite would end 
negatively if a public discussion of the sacred cow were 
to begin now. “I see that as a real danger,” says Central 
Secretary Josef Cap, “the cumulative effect could have a 
particular impact.” 

Especially since the SPOc's left wing, which has viewed 
military alliances skeptically since time immemorial, 1s 
sending out warning signals. Bruno Aigner, secretary to 
Parliamentary President Heinz Fischer, has threatened, 
“based on a gut feeling and in opposition to reason,” to 
say no to the EC in the event Austria's neutra’ ity is called 
into question. 

Standing opposite the cautiously braking position of the 
SPOc is a conservative governmental partner serving as 
a reforming force, who wants to bring the antiquated 
state of neutrality to an end, if not today, then tomorrow 
for sure. 


The conflict over neutrality will break out again and 
again in the coming months, even if the coalition parties 
are now agreed on a fragile formulation. Alors Mock ts in 
pursuit of a goal again. 


Doggedly and unremittingly, he marches, two steps for- 
ward and one back, in the direction of a military alliance. 


An internal Mock paper on “Ausiria and the future 
European security structure,” prepared last week, speaks 
a clear language. Neutrality has long since ceased to be 
mentioned there. 


* “During the time of the Cold War, a direct military 
attack on Austria would probably only have been 
conceivable within the framework of a continental 
conflict. At a relatively low cost to itself, Austria 
actually profited in those years from the security 
which the Atlantic Alliance produced for the entire 
free Europe. This situation no longer applies today.” 

* “As things stand today, Austria's integration into the 
European Union and the WEU is the only concrete— 
and comprehensive—security-political offer for the 
future that 1s available to Austria today.” 

¢ “For that reason, a WEU observer status should be 
sought in direct conjunction with membership in the 
EC, However, this should not keep us from taking a 
critical look already now at the further goa! of full 
membership in the WEU.” 

« “Nor do we need to have any misgivings about our 
relationship with NATO, which for its part 1s engaged 
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in a fundamental debate over its own future and in 

addition is making an effort to make instruments of 

cooperative security available to the new Europe.” 
A long-time Mock intimate plans to continue the debate 
at the parliamentary level in two weeks. The foreign 
policy spokesman of the People’s Party, Andreas Khol, 
has a resolution motion on “security” lying im his desk 
drawer, in which he says the following: “The National 
Council welcomes all efforts by the Federal Government 
to take into account the new security-political landscape 
in Europe, also by means of an informal dialogue with 
representatives of NATO and the North Atlantic Coop- 
eration Council.” Khol’s devout wish: The introduction 
and approval of his motion together with the SPOc. 


Commentary Urges End to Neutrality 
94ENOI61A Vienna PROFIL in German 8 Nov 93 p 19 


[Commentary by Hubertus Czernin: “Away With the 
Law”) 

[Text] So they managed to do it again. Not a word did 
the foreign minister want to waste on neutrality in the 
negotiations with the European Community. What he 
would have preferred most of all on Tuesday [9 
November] of this week in Brussels would have been to 
couple his unconditional affirmation of Maastricht with 
the wish for full membership in the Western European 
Union [WEU] (following a suitable observation phase). 
In the end, thus Alors Mock had already announced 
earlier, this course would culminate in Austria's joing 
NATO. 


Mock’s message to the European Community [EC] for- 
eign ministers was to be: We don't want any special 
favors any more, the era of everlasting neutrality has 
been rendered outmoded by the new order in Europe. 


But what common sense alone should tell us, namely that 
neutrality vis-a-vis the two power blocs has lost all 
meaning, since one of the two no longer exists, 1s 
apparently not to be. 


Instead, the Socialist Party of Austria (SPOc) urged the 
coalition partner to go back to square one: In Brussels, 
Mock was forcefully to insist on this relic of the Euro- 
pean postwar order. The reasons given for this were in 
part almost childishly naive: Bruno Aigner, for example. 
stated in a commentary in the KURIER that one should 
take the feelings of the Austrians into account, after all, 
and he branded any departure from neutrality as 
immoral. Josef Cap, on the other hand, seized a political 
cudgel: Mock's remarks, he said, were water on the mills 
of the EC opponents. 


Both these arguments lay bare why the Social Democrats 
are committed to uphold neutrality: They have a panicky 
fear of an adverse impact on domestic politics. If, as at 
present, three-fourths of the Austrians favor neutrality, 
thus the concern of the SPOc, any departure from this 
neutrality would have to be paid for with a loss of votes. 
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Knowing full well that neutrality has lost its usefulness, 
the chancellor party thus prefers to cling to a false policy. 


Of course, neutrality was the defining clement for the 
Second Republic. It left its mark on all the postwar 
generations in a way that perhaps nothing else in the last 
five decades has done. 


However, the neutrality law of 1955 was also—and this 
1s often deliberately overlooked—an expression of polit- 
ical opportunism. Without neutrality, there would have 
been no freedom from the occupation powers, at least 
not for the foreseeable future. It was not so much a 
conscious security-political concept which led to the 
resolution by the parliament, therefore, as it was the 
perception that only by means of this vehicle can full 
national sovereignty be achieved. 


Moreover, neutrality was anything but popular in the 
carly years: It was viewed as anti-Western and was felt by 
many people to have been dictated by the Soviets. It was 
only in the 1960's that the much invoked myth of 
neutrality as the sole sanctifying insurance policy began 
to grow. What was fo.tunate was that it was never able to 
demonstrate (nor had to, thank God) that it would have 


protected Austria in a real emergency. 


However, political opportunism 1s subject to an enturely 
normal change over time. Just as the crisis mm the 
national economy forced the Social Drmocrats to 
abandon, step by step, the nationalization doctrine, the 
political requirements have undergone a fundamental 
change since the collapse of communism. While the 
neutrality reservation was plausible in the EC member- 
ship letter of 1989, if only out of consideration for the 
then-still existing Soviet Union, there 1s today no longer 
any reason to cling to the old doctrine. 


It may be unsentimental, but neutrality is worthless in 
the new Europe. To insist on it has become politically 
imopportune. On its own, Austria would never be able to 
survive in a regional conflict. 


NATO membership, on the other hand, would give 
Austria protection to the greaicst possible extent. It is 
probably the only opportunity available not to get 
involved in a local conflict: Only megalomaniac adven- 
turers would dare to move against a country which is 
backed by the greatest military force in the world. 


Even if Austria were not secking admission to the EC, 
the much invoked peutrality law should be questioned, 
therefore: Why do we still need it, considering the fact 
that it has lost all security-political usefulness” 


One could object on the grounds that this position is not 
opportune from a domestic policy standpoint. At worst, 
however, it 1s only an expression of the same pragmatism 
which also characterized the founding fathers of a neu- 
tral Austria. 


Unlike the Social Democrats, Alors Mock has recognized 
this fact in sufficient time. 
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Company Reportedly Supplies Arms to Liberia 
AU0712173493 Vienna PROFIL in German 6 Dec 93 
pp 34-36 


a 


[Text] Charles Taylor, head of the “National Patriotic 
Liberation Front™ (NPLF) of the west African country 
Liberia, is commanding one of the world’s most brutal 
rebel armies. In the civil war that hus been raging now for 
four years, at least 60,000 people have been killed in the 
battles between the NPLF and the west African task 
force ECOMOG (in which Nigeria participates among 
others). 

The First World notices the bloodbath in the developing 
country, which has hardly 2.3 million inhabitants, only 
occasionally, such as, most recently, in October 1992, 
when five U.S. nuns got between the frontlines and were 
killed—with weapons that had been delivered by Libya's 
revolution leader Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi, as U.S. 
Administration officials assume. 

Only theoretically has Taylor's NPLF, which calls itself 
“the Rock n° Roll Army,” been severed from arms 
delivenes by the UN embargo, which was imposed at the 
end of last year. Supplies are still being provided, even 
though under more difficult conditions. Several satellite 
telexes, which have been obtained by PROFIL, prove the 
arms smuggling. They are coded with funny words: 
“Frogs,” for instance, is the secret term for transport 
planes, crammed full with military equipment, which is 
called “foodstuffs” in the gangsters’s code. 


“Organizing the frogs is extremely complicated,” the 
supplier complains to his mediators in Liberia via a 
coded satellite message: “They do not ship marmalade. 
The preparatory work is very difficult, especially because 
of the UN decisions. Do rot believe that anyone is 
getting his fingers dirty here.” The purpose of the deliv- 
cries 1s clearly defined: “The principle of our foodstuffs 
must be to sufficiently disturb and frighten the oppo- 
nents.” The sender can be seen on the telex: a French 
extension with the number Cenerai 461557F. ht is 
located in a bombastic villa in Vence near Nice. There 
lives a man named Werner Mehiber. He owns the 
“Commerce Transport Service” (C.T.S.), which has its 
seat in Vence. There is the urgent suspicion that he earns 
millions from the killing in Liberia. In the 1980's, 
Mehiber cooperated with Austria's nationalized indus- 
tries and made big profits: The French citizen seems to 
be an honest merchant today. Officially, he ships tropical 
cut wood. In the balanced climate of southern France, he 
conducts his business with western Africa. Austrian 
authorities and readers of PROFIL have known Mehiber 
since the mid-1980's. 


His involvernent im the Intertrading scandal was as 
follows: As a close business associate of Intertrading 
Chief Gernot Preschern, Mehiber turned up in the infa- 
mous African barter deals of the VOeST [nationalized 
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Austrian steel company) trading company with Nigena 
in western Africa. With his trading company, Rhea 
shipped steel and cemeni to Nigeria. Via Liberia, Inter- 
trading and Rhea sold oil to South Africa—at Icast as 
long as the billions of losses 
remained undiscovered. There were already 


“Uncle” Tayle: ~ ted fresh goods, nevertheless: 
Writing to ti 
ordered not on , ammunition for kalashnikovs but also 


each shipment was approximately $800,000. 


An informer, however, remembers a meeting between 
Mehiber and his associates, during which the “name of 
an Austrian company, which beings with “H',” was 
mentioned. 


The only Austrian producer who could possibly be 
involved in thrs business is the Lower Austrian ammu- 
nition factory Hirtenberger AG, which belongs to the 
GiroCredit group and was only recently taken out of the 
weapons corporation of Stynan industrialist Emmerich 
Assmann, w’:o went bankrupt. 


In particular, the last item on Taylor's shopping list—the 
60- mm launcher grenades—atiracts the attention of 
weapons experts. Since the beginning of the 1980's, gre- 
nades with a small caliber, which can be used at short range, 
are considered a speciality made in Austria. Several infantry 
experts insist that the qualitatively best 60-mm grenades are 
produced in Austria. An engineer, who was in a leading 


position in the development of Austrian 60-mm grenades, 
says: “We were the kings there.” 
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The ideal purpose of the lethal weapon: close-range 
infantry battles in guerrilla wars—tailor-made for local 
conflicts in Africa, such as the civil wars in Liberia or in 
Angola. The producers: the ammunition factory Hirten- 
berger, which used to belong to VOeST and was bought 
in 1989 by Emmerich Assmann, the weapons mogul who 
is bankrupt now and has meanwhile been arrested, and 
the Styrian “SMI” arms factory, which has always 
belonged to Assmann’s empire. 


However, this does not mean that Assmann or Hirten- 
berger, which still exists after the group's bankruptcy and 
its continuation as a follow-up company, has ever had 
any direct contact with C.T.S. or the Liberian kill com- 
mandos. 


According to an infantry expert who lives in Austria, this 
is “not necessary at all. When embargo countries are 
involved, deals must be conducted via many routes.” 
Even if the deliveries go to countries whose governments 
live up to the Austrian arms export regulations, which 
have been tightened after the Noricum scandal, and are 
able to present a valid end-user certificate, it is not 
guaranteed that the weapons remain in the end-user 
country. The way in which Charles Taylor's killer com- 
mandos might have acquired Austrian 60-mm grenades 
can be outlined now in its basic contours. 


A list by the Interior Ministry of Austrian military 
materiel exports during the first half of 1987 (file 
number Zl. 59 060/96-I1/13/87) shows the export of 
practically absurd amounts of small-caliber grenades to 
Egypt: 420.881 grenades—covered by an end-user certif- 
icate signed by then Defense Minister Abu Gazallah. 
Half of the delivery was 60-mm grenades from Hirten- 
berg. The delivery was made in equal parts by the 
grenade producers of Assmann's SMI and Hirtenberger, 
which were obviously already linked in friendship at that 
time. The value of the order was approximately 150 
million schillings. Experts cannot imagine that the Egyp- 
tians needed such a high number of the guerrilla gre- 
nades for themselves: “They cannot even use a fraction 
of this number,” an arms expert says. This was already 
suspected by the Graz public prosecutor's office at that 
time, which investigated SMI as of 1989 because of the 
exports to Egypt. The suspicion: The hot goods were 
immediately sent on to Irag. The proceedings were 
cancelled due to lack of evidence in January 1992. In 
fact, a former Assmann manager believes now, Egypt 
was nothing else but an interim storage site for the 
grenades: “Later | heard that the grenades were passed 
on to the Afghan mujahidin at the order of the U.S. 
Administration.” The rest probably ended up in various 
areas of crisis, including Liberia, depending on the 
respective needs. 


Franz Moser, director general of Hirtenberger AG, con- 
firms that Hirtenberger did not deliver any such 
amounts of 60-mm grenades after the deal with Egypt in 
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1987. Moser can simply take note of the fact after the 
event that the hot goods (producer's guarantee of dura- 
bility: 10 years) were distributed by the Egyptians to 
whoever needed them: “Our hands are tied in this 
respect.” The Hirtenberger chief swears that no deals 
were made without valid end-user certificates: “After all, 
we are not crazy.” 


Despite that fact that PROF/L has unambiguous docu- 
ments about the C.T.S.-Taylor deal, Werner Mehlber— 
from his villa in Nice—denies any connection. He has 
never made “any” arms dea!s “whatsvever.” “We are a 
transportation company. Of course, everything 1s legal.” 


Only once, Mehliber admits, has he been in conflict with 
the law: “lese-majesty in Monaco.” Disagreements with 
the authorities regarding the dissolution of his office in 
the Principality made the merchant so angry that he 
verbally attacked the Grimaldi Palace. The result: The 
“convinced republican and socialist” (Mehliber’s own 
definition) left Monaco. “I have never committed any 
other offense,” sears the man, whose telex number has 
turned up in arms trade with Liberia. 


Not everyone believes that. Thus, the FBI is interested in 
Werner Mehiber because of a delicate matter: The 
French Bavarian reportedly passed on secret State 
Department documents to rebel leader Charles Taylor. 


This, too, Mehlber says angrily upon inquiry by PRO- 
FIL, is “gross nonsense.” “I had a few refugees from 
Liberia in my house.” Among them was Taylor's confi- 
dante Grace Minor. “If she sent faxes from my house, | 
do not know about it. I do not spy on anyone. I am a 
correct host.” 


a Mannlicher Buys Arms Manufacturer in 
t 


AU0412211693 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 4 Dec 
93 pd 


[Report by “poll”: “Steyr’s Arms Deal in Eastern Ger- 
many”™’] 


[Excerpts] The Steyr Mannlicher AG, which belongs to 
the Steyr-Daimler-Puch group, has acquired a 51- 
percent stake in the insolvent producer of hunting and 
sports arms in castern Germany, the Suh! Jagdwaffen- 
werk. A 40-percent share is held by the Hessisch- 
Thueringische Landesbank Bank, and 9 percent by the 
employees. The insolvent company is to be rescued, and 
160 employees of the total work force of 400 are to be 
taken over. [passage omitted] 


For Steyr-Mannlicher head Heinz Hambrusch, the plant 
in Suhl constitutes a sensible addition to the sports arms 
offered by Steyr. Suh! produces so-called drop barrel 
arms, which Steyr Mannlicher has, so far, not had in its 
range of products. [passage omitted] 
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Belgium 


Government Resumés Trade Union Austerity 
Talks 


AU3011155093 Paris AFP in English 1520 GMT 30 
Nov 93 


[Text] Brussels, Nov 30 (AFP)}—The Belgian Govern- 
ment resumed talks here Tuesday [30 November] with 
trade union leaders on a controversial economic aus- 
terity plan which triggered a national strike—the first 
since 1936—last Friday. 


Prime Minister Jean-Luc Dehaene met a delegation from 
the two trade union federations which called the strike— 
the socialist General Federation of Belgian Labour and 
the Confederation of Christian Unions. 


At the heart of the talks was a demand from the unions 
to lessen the plan's effect on workers. Dehaene was due 
to meet employers on Wednesday and representatives of 
the farm sector on Thursday. 


Belgium was largely paralysed by last Friday's strike, the 
culmination of a series of rolling strikes called after the 
unions rejected the government's plans for a “social 
pact” with organised business and labour last October. 


The union leaders indicated at the weekend that they had 
scrapped a plan to call another 24-hour general strike on 
December 10, when leaders of the European Community 
gather here for a two-day summit. 


The government's plan involves a two-year freeze in real 
pay levels, higher taxes and cuts in social security pro- 
grammes. 


It is aimed principally at plugging the country’s huge 
budget and social security deficits, and fighting unem- 
ployment by lowering business costs, particularly the 
burden of social security charges on employers. 


Dehaene said Monday that there was no alternative to 
the plan, which was approved by parliament in 
November with a comfortable majority. But he indicated 
that he was ready to discuss some of its detail. 


The unions are demanding adjustment of a cost-of-living 
index to which pay levels are to be pegged for two years. 
They want unemployment benefits pegged to a revised 
index as well. 


The unions are also asking for higher taxes on capital 
investments and the right of trade union recruitment in 
small businesses. And they are strongly opposing rules 
which would make it easier for employees to be dis- 
missed. 


Belgian Finance Minister Philippe Maystadt recently 
made another suggestion which would please the 
unions—that large profitable companies, such as banks, 
should be compelled to maintain certain levels of 
employment. 
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Some 500,000 people are out of work in Belgium, which 
has a population of just 10 million. Unemployment has 
climbed nearly 16 percent in the past year, to 14 percent 
of the workforce. 


Belgian social charges on business, among the highest in 
the EC, have been blamed for hampering the ability of 
businessmen to create jobs. 


Excessive government spending in recent years has 
pushed up the country’s budget deficit to eight percent of 
gross domestic product (GDP) and its government debt 
to nearly 120 percent of GDP. 


Franc Achieves Best Exchange Rate Since August 


BRO712114693 Antwerp DE FINANCIEEL- 
EKONOMISCHE TIJD in Dutch 7 Dec 93 p 1 


[Article signed EP/WV: “Belgian Franc Becoming Strong 
Currency Again—Verplaetse: “Spring Is Coming, But 
Whether It Will Ever Be Summer...’”} 


[Excerpt] “The economic winter is over. Spring 1s on its 
way,”’ National Bank Governor Fons Verplaetse said on 
6 December. Not only is the economic situation 
improving, the Belgian franc also strengthened its posi- 
tion remarkably well yesterday. Our currency took the 
psychological barrier of 21 francs per Deutsche mark 
with the greatest of ease, and closed at 20.835 francs to 
the [German] mark. It was our currency’s best perfor- 
mance since last August. “Whether or not it will ever be 
summer, 1s another question,” the governor said. 


Before the weekend, our currency was worth 21.05 francs 
to the German mark, but yesterday morning in Tokyo 
the franc had already broken through the barrier of 21 
francs to the Deutsche mark, and later on, this was 
smoothly confirmed in Europe, where the exchange rate 
dropped another 15 centimes throughout the day. A 
trader who had anticipated 22.50 francs to the mark a 
few weeks ago stated: “I do not understand. What on 
earth is going on! Today, all U.S. investment and com- 
mercial banks sold marks and purchased francs.” 


Yesterday, the franc did not only benefit from the 
weakening of the mark, but also stood up to all other 
EMS [European Monetary System] currencies. As a 
result, the franc comfortably returned to its former 
exchange rate margin, which permitted a deviation of 
2.25 percent, the top limit being 21.095 francs to the 
mark. Traders stated that, while the NBB [Belgian 
National Bank] was still purchasing Deutsche marks a 
few weeks ago, it has been inactive the last few days, and 
has calmly allowed the franc to strengthen 11s position. 
[passage omitted] 
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Netherlands 


Four Aircraft To Be Removed From Bosnian 
Operations 

BRO712155393 Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD in 
Dutch 3 Dec 93 p 3 


{Unattributed article: “Netherlands Withdraws Four 
F16s From Italy” 


[Text] The Hague, 3 Dec—The Netherlands is to with- 
draw four F16s and approximately 40 airforce personnel 
from Villafranca to Leeuwarden because less flights are 
being carried out over Bosnia. The number of night 
flights to monitor the air space over Bosnia has been 
reduced and NATO has more aircraft (some 150) avail- 
able for monitoring activities over Bosnia. 


The Netherlands participation, with 18 Fl6s in Vil- 
lafranca, is costing 80 million guilders per year. Turkey 
has also withdrawn a number of F1l6s. The Netherlands 
aircraft can be deployed over Bosnia again within 48 
hours. In addition to monitoring air space, six aircraft 
will be available in Villafranca for operation “Disci- 
pline,” in which allied fighter aircraft support UN 
ground troops in Bosnia. The authorization of UN 
Secretary General Butrus-Ghali is necessary for the use 
of air support in Bosnia. 


So far NATO fighters have made low-level flights over a 
Bosnian village only once, waving their wings to scare a 
local militia which some weeks ago briefly detained three 
Swedish UN soldiers. The European Union has repeat- 
edly threatened use of air action, but military experts say 
that this is becoming less and less likely to the extent that 
political willingness to actually carry out bomb attacks ts 
declining. 
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Cabinet To Abolish Older Worker Layoff 
Procedure 


BRO712094093 Amsterdam HET FINANCIEELE 
DAGBLAD in Dutch 4-6 Dec 93 p 1 


[Unattributed article: “Cabinet Limits Redundancy of 
Older Workers”} 


[Excerpt] The Cabinet is withdrawing the guideline for 
older workers as of | January. In company reorganiza- 
tions, it will no longer be possible to dismiss workers 
aged 55 and older as a priority. This was decided on 
Friday [4 December]. 


Employers’ and workers’ organizations have protested 
strongly against the withdrawal of the guideline for older 
workers. Many social plans for company reorganizations 
are based on the guideline. The guideline stipulates that 
employers give older workers a supplement to their 
social security benefits until their 65th birthday. 


Social Affairs Minister de Vries finds this practice unac- 
ceptable. He waats the number of older people at work to 
increase. He has already postponed the decision to 
withdraw this guideline once, at the start of this year. 
Last week the social partners held consultations with de 
Vries, where they put him under new pressure, using the 
argument that workers aged between 40 and 55 would 
suffer from the withdrawal of the guideline. 


At the press conference following Friday's Cabinet 
meeting, Minister-President Lubbers said that “the Cab- 
inet did not find the request of the Labor Foundation 
and the results of consultations on the subject weighty 
enough.” 


Employers’ and workers’ organizations have in the 
meantime found new ways to give older workers priority 
in lay offs. Lay offs would not take place in the frame- 
work of a reorganization, but in the form of voluntary 
individual resignations. These resignations are presented 
in such a way that they appears involuntary, so that the 
industrial insurance board 1s unable to refuse the pay- 
ment of unemployment benefits. [passage omitted] 
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"Arafat Continues Visit, Meets With Leaders 


Kinkel Praises Peace Efforts 


LDO0712135993 Hamburg DPA in German 1225 GMT 7 
Dec 93 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)—During a dinner for ‘Arafat, For- 
eign Minister Kinkel (FDP) acknowledged the personal 
efforts made by the PLO leader to bring about the start of 
the peace process. “Without your dedication, your far- 
sightedness and your courage, the breakthrough would 
not have been possible,” Kinkel said. In Israeli- 
Palestinian relations, this breakthrough has the same 
importance as the fall of the Berlin Wall for the end of 
the East-West conflic’ There is no alternative to a 
peaceful settlement. 


Kinkel stressed that radical ‘Arafat opponents, violent 
troublemakers and the forces behind them are isolating 
themselves. “I hope that the forces of reason will not be 
deterred in the implementation of the agreements 
already concluded either by the vociferous protests of the 
radicals or by differences of opinion.” 


More on Kinkel Meeting 


LDO0712173293 Berlin DDP in German 1523 GMT 7 
Dec 93 


[Text] Bonn (DDP)—German Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel has affirmed Germany's support for the Palestin- 
ians following his talks with Yasir ‘Arafat, the chairman 
of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO). In addi- 
tion to bilateral efforts, support by the European Union 
[EU] was crucial. The EU has already promised ECU70 
million (one ECU equals two German marks), it will 
make available another ECU 20 million this year, and a 
total of ECU 500 million between 1994 and 1998, Kinkel 
told the press in Bonn today, following his talks with 
"Arafat. 


Germany's share in this was 28 percent. Kinkel also 
promised to exercise influence on those countries that 
“do not yet support or even interfere with” the Middle 
East peace process. He also appealed to the Arab states to 
end their economic boycott of Israel and establish dip- 
lomatic relations with the state. 


‘Arafat thanked Germany for its readiness to help 
actively in building infrastructure in the Palestinian 
areas. He hoped the withdrawal of Israeli troops from the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho will begin on 13 December as 
agreed. This was a matter of political credibility, he said 
in view of rumors to the contrary. 


At the same time, he called on Israel “to exert effective 
control over armed settlers.”’ Most of the recent acts of 
violence are down to them. ‘Arafat described the 
building of infrastructure in the Gaza Strip and Jericho, 
where he will be staying from January, as the most 
important objective, and one in the fulfillment of which 
he hoped for German assistance. Germany will be setting 
up a coordination office there, Kinkel said. 
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Talks With Kohl ‘Open,’ ‘Friendly’ 


LD0712205193 Hamburg DPA in German 1910 GMT 7 
Dec 93 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)—German Government spokesman 
Dieter Vogel has said the talks between PLO leader Yasir 
‘Arafat and German Chancellor Helmut Kohl, which 
were also attended by Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel, 
“took place in an open and friendly atmosphere.” 
During the talks, Kohl reaffirmed that the German 
Government and its partners in the European Union 
would “continue to give active economic and political 
support” to the Middle East peace process. Koh! pointed 
particularly to the German and European involvement 
in multilateral negotiations, as well as to the develop- 
ment of self-administration structures 


Cooperation Minister on Assistance 


LDO8 12110593 Hamburg DPA in German 1014 GMT 8 
Dec 93 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)—Germany wishes to actively sup- 
port the development of a Palestinian state and initially 
concentrate its aid on setting up administration author- 
ities, on education and training, and on water supply 
projects. Economic Cooperation Minister Carl-Dieter 
Spranger assured PLO chairman Yasir ‘Arafat of thts in 
Bonn today. 


‘Arafat, who was received by Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
on Tuesday evening [7 December], met Social Demo- 
cratic Party [SPD] leader Rudolf Scharping for talks 
today. Afterwards, during a meeting with representatives 
from industry, he appealed for private investment in 
Palestine. He is scheduled to take part in a special sitting 
of the Bundestag Foreign Affairs Committee this after- 
noon. 


During his meeting with ‘Arafat, Spranger emphasized 
Germany's great interest in the development of a “polit- 
ically stable and economically viable Palestine.” How- 
ever, the multilateral organizations and the wealthy Arab 
oil states have considerably more responsibility than 
Germany in this respect, Spranger said, according to a 
spokesman from his ministry. 


Germany, which ts contributing bilateral aid of 33 mil- 
lion German marks [DM] this year, has already prom- 
ised a further DM20 million for development aid 
projects in 1994. It 1s also paying a 28 percent share of 
European Union [EU] development aid. One of the next 
large-scale projects supported by Bonn is the securing of 
water supplies in the town of Ramallah. 


Addresses Commercial Chambers 


LDO812122293 Hamburg DPA in German 1048 GMT 8 
Dec 93 


[Text] [No dateline as received]|—'Arafat told around 
200 representatives of the German Association of Cham- 
bers of Industry and Commerce that the peace process 
could only succeed if economic foundations were laid. 
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Palestine needs to learn from the great German experi- 
ence of reconstruction after the WWII and now in 
eastern Germany. “We want to develop a free market 
economy,” “Arafat said. The setting up of German- 
Palestinian joint ventures ought to help in this. He favors 
“bringing the German mentality to Palestine.” 


Palestine could either become a second Somalia or a 
“great economic tiger like Hong Kong, Singapore, or 
Malaysia.” Redevelopment could not be achieved 
without the help of German industry. “We have to start 
from scratch,” ‘Arafat said. Water and energy supplies 
have to be set up, and ports, airports, and streets need to 
be built, he said. 


"Arafat Warns Against Escalation of Violence 


LD0712223893 Berlin DDP in German 2138 GMT 7 
Dec 93 


[Text] Mainz (DDP)}—PLO leader Yasir ‘Arafat has 
warned against a further escalation of violence in the 
Israeli-occupied areas. The attacks being carried out by 
Israeli settlers are having a negative effect on the peace 
process agreed in Washington between the Israelis and 
the PLO, ‘Arafat said this evening on ZDF [Second 
German Television]. 


He voiced the hope that the Israeli withdrawal from the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho will begin on 13 December. “We 
need a rapid withdrawal of the Israelis from these areas 
so that we can rebuild our economy,” ‘Arafat said. This 
requires the help of the entire world, including Germany, 
he stated. 


‘Too Early’ To Lift Israeli Boycott 


LD0812131693 Hamburg DPA in German 1207 GMT 8 
Dec 93 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)—The PLO leader Yasir ‘Arafat 
believes it is still too early to lift the Arab states’ trade 
boycott of Israel. Israel first had to lift the boycott of 
Palestinian goods. Then the Arab boycott could also be 
discussed, ‘Arafat said in response to questions from 
German industrial representatives at the German Asso- 
ciation of Chambers of Industry and Commerce in Bonn 
today. He called on the German Government and the 
European Union to exert influence on Israel to this end. 


The Arab boycott prevents German exports to Arab 
states. More than half of the Arab states want their 
suppliers to declare their intent to boycott Israel and 
German firms are not legally allowed to do this. 


Kohl Discusses Economy, Coalition, 1994 
Elections 


AU0712152793 Mainz SAT]! Television Network in 
German 2110 GMT 6 Dec 93 


[Interview with Federal Chancellor Helmut Kohl by 
Michael Rutz, chief editor of SAT! Television; Helmut 
Markwort, editor in chief of FOCUS magazine; and 
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Manfred Geist, editor in chief of WELT AM SONN- 
TAG; place and date not given—recorded] 


[Text] [Rutz] Chancellor, in the newspapers the situation 
is described in the following way: In its 11th year, the 
Kohl government is facing an abyss; or: how much longer 
will the coalition hold in Bonn?; or: the chancellor on a 
downward trend. 


So what is the situation really like? Will the coalition 
break apart prematurely? 


[Kohl] Wrong three times. First, the coalition is not 
facing an abyss. Second, it is not breaking apart. The 
third was something like Goetterdaemmerung [Wagner's 
end of the world], wasn’t it? 


[Rutz] The chancellor on a downward trend. 


[Kohl] We can discuss that in detail. The Federal Gov- 
ernment is facing incredibly difficult problems. Look, a 
week from today I will attend the annual EC summit 
meeting in Brussels, and we will discuss the economic 
situation, unemployment—17 million people are 
without a job in the European Community—and what 
we can do. If you take a closer look at those statistics 
then you will realize that, despite the enormous addi- 
tional problems Germany is facing in the wake of 
German unity, Germany is still doing better than others. 
Still, | am not fooling myself. We do have difficult 
problems. We are going through a severe economic 
recession. The really bad thing abou it is that it is not, 
between quotation marks, a norma! recession, but a 
structural recession, in which all the »*aknesses of the 
German national economy that have acoumulated over 
the years have been laid bare. We must now do some- 
thing about it. We need considerable funds, and we want 
to spend them on the new laender. This year more than 
130 billion German marks [DM] will have been spent. 
This means that we have to shift funds around in our 
budget. As a result of the economic situation, tax reve- 
nues have decreased. In 1994 we have to make DM25 
biliion in cuts, which does not make people happy, 
either. 


Taking all that together, despite considerable success on 
issues of substance, we are in dire straits. 


[Rutz] Do you think that the coalition will last until the 
end of the legislative term? 


[Kohl] I have no doubts about that. First of all, we have 
to state—what people usually ignore—that there is no 
counter-majority in the Bundestag. He who wants to rule 
against the Christian Democratic Union [CDU}]/ 
Christian Social Union [CSU] in this Bundestag must 
practically be able to rely on all other votes—all votes, 
including those of the Party of Democratic Socialism 
[PDS]. This will of course not happen. 


Besides, | do not have the impression that, at this 
moment, anybody would like to assume power or 
become federal chancellor. Opposition is one thing, 
solving difficult problems is another. 
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[Markwort] Still, everybody is looking at the upcoming 
election, and catchwords such as “Kanzlerdaemmerung” 
[decline of the chancellor] or similar words can be found 
not only in opposition papers but even in newspapers 
you appreciate. Moreover, a lot can be heard even from 
your own party. Your former strategist, Biedenkopf, has 
said that one must expect that the Social Democratic 
Party [SPD] will be the dominant force after the next 
election. Do you share this view? 


[Kohl] These were again several questions. 


First, 1 think one can absolutely rule out making a 
reliable prediction now—in early December 1993—for 
the Bundestag election tha is to be held in October. 
Nobody can do that, not even Professor Biedenkopf, 
whom you mentioned. 


Second, not even opinion pollsters can do that. 


[Markwort] Still, the SPD is ahead of the CDU/CSU in 
all surveys. 


[Kohl] Well, you know that I have fought many elections, 
and I achieved excellent results. As leader of the oppo- 
sition I achieved a super result—48.6 percent, and still 
did not become federal chancellor. That means if you 
now extrapolate results from opinion polls you will not 
arrive at the election result. 


We have to hold our own in this election marathon—it 
will be a very difficult year. We are facing the Landitag 
election in Lower Saxony in March. Then, we will face a 
whole range of local elections, and the European election 
in June. There will also be various Landtag elections 
before the real Bundestag election. We have to tackle all 
that, and we have to fight. 


If Professor Biedenkopf says that—afier all, he did not 
say that the election is already lost, but he put it 
differently [sentence incomplete as heard]. He always 
puts things very skillfully. That is nothing new. So even 
if he predicts a certain thing, | prefer to wait until 
election night. He was wrong with his predictions in the 
past, too. So why should he be right now? 


[Markwort] But do you not feel in your own party that 
many people are afraid of decline. Does the lonesome 
chairman .... 


[Kohl] Excuse me, I am not a lonesome chairman. I dare 
claim thai | am the party chairman who has had by far 
the mosi intensive contact with district chairmen in the 
history of the CDU. I attend many party congresses— 
and I do so more than others who hold leading positions 
in the party. 


There is fear in the party, no doubt, and people are 
scared. It is because the problems are enormous and 
because surveys show that we have the wind or even a 
storm against us, and that we do not have the wind 
behind us at the moment. However, this does not mean 
that we will give up. Konrad Adenauer always used to 
say: The word Wahikampf—election campaign [literally 
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election fight}—consists of two parts. Of course, if 1 now 
say that the election is lost—for which there is absolutely 
no indication—there is no point in running. 


Yet, I do not have any doubt that if we conclude the few 
issues that we are still planning, and then present the 
result, we will be able to show the people our enormous 
balance. Yet, the real probiem is that now we have to do 
something, which we should have done for a long time. | 
say this without criticizing any of my predecessors or 
other persons. As I said before, we must begin to rethink. 
In many spheres of the economy we are no longer 
competitive as an export nation. 


[Markwort] In your address on Germany as an economic 
location you said that one has to take stock of German 
society as a whole. Yet, who will organize that project, 
who will nominate the national brains trust? 


[Kohl] No, I do not think that this can be done in such a 
way. That is too simple. It is not even that simple for 
Berti Vogts [the coach of Germany's national soccer 
team]. And he is exposed to similar criticism. 


[Markwort] Still, taking stock of German society as a 
whole—somebody has to organize it and assume respon- 
sibility. 


[Kohl] Well, this is what we have just set out to do. We 
are going through this discussion on Germany as an 
investment center. We are conducting talks with the 
trade unions, with the business community. Besides, you 
can tell that a process of rethinking has started every- 
where. If I hear today what people have to say on 
working hours, flexibility of working hours, or increasing 
the number of part-time jobs at long last; take the issue of 
machine-operation times. [passage indistinct] Had we 
tackled these problems 10 or 15 years ago, we would be 
further ahead now. 


Now, as far as the party is concerned—to come back to 
what was said before—I do not underestimate this 
atmosphere at all. In the party there are many people 
who say that we must not be asking too much from 
ourselves: European unification—a huge challenge and 
change. German unity—a huge challenge and change. At 
the same time we should be taking stock of German 
society as a whole. 


Maybe all this is very difficult. After all, nobody feels 
that more than I do. Besides, you just mentioned the 
pictures that are working against me at the moment. The 
fact is, however, that there is no other way. | cannot put 
off the problems. I cannot say that all that does not 
matter for me; we have to protect our future. 


[Geist] Chancellor, may I come back to the coalition, 
your coalition partner. The Free Democratic Party 
[FDP] group of North Rhine-Westphalia, headed by a 
former minister of your's, Moellemann, declared yes- 
terday, or rather today, that there is an acute crisis in the 
government, and that he is expecting you to clear the 
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situation. He must have had something specific in mind. 
What do you think he meant by saying this? 


[Kohl] First of all, it is not my duty to give an answer to 
Mr. Moellemann, Mr. Moellemann is not my partner for 
talks with the FDP. Mr. Moellemann is in a bad mood 
because he is no longer a member of the Federal Gov- 
ernment. I can understand that. Moreover, Mr. Moelle- 
mann is obviously also trying to change the positions 
within his own party. Maybe he is aiming at something 
completely different. I do not know and I did not discuss 
it with him. Yet, in the newspapers, I can read every now 
and then—I do not know whether this is true or noi— 
that, after the next landtag election, he wants to establish 
a coalition with the SPD. This may be true. Still, | start 
from what I experience day after day. That means that 
cooperation with the leading FPD officials with whom | 
have to deal, including the chairman of the FDP Bund- 
estag group, and the colleagues in the cabinet is excellent; 
that the CDU/CSU wants to continue the coalition with 
the FDP, and that we have to do the necessary home- 
work; and that, again and again, there are people who 
would like something else. Even in the CDU/CSU there 
are people who would like other things. Professor 
Bieden’:»pf was mentioned before. 


[Rutz] He is obviously seeking a grand coalition. 


[Kohli] I do not know. He did not say that to me. 
Everything that you quote is familiar to me from the 
newspapers, but I have not heard it from him in meet- 
ings. Nobody has said anything of that kind so far in 
meetings. | keep asking this question: Who would actu- 
ally want a grand coalition? 


Sometimes | hear proposals for a national concentration 
government. All I can say is that I consider the term to be 
wrong. Neither am I in favor of a grand coalition—but not 
for reasons of principle, as some have insinuated. Demo- 
cratic parties must be able to form coalitions with one 
another. [unintelligible interjection] Stull—let me please 
complete that—in the current situation | do not think at all 
that a grand coalition would be able to do more. 


[Geist] | would like to come back to the FDP. To what 
extent is the FDP predictable for you. You have spoken 
about the party chairman. Yet, some members of the 
executive committee of the FDP are in favor of the 
bugging of private homes of suspected criminals while 
others are against it. So there are different opinions 
within the party. The chairman has been a party member 
for two years. He is the youngest party member, so to 
speak, and he does not belong to the Bundestag group. 
This is like a federal soccer coach who never touched a 
ball. Is that not a problem for you as far as predictability 
is concerned? 


[Kohl] Of course, it is a problem, and one has to think 
about it. Still, why should I challenge the loyalty of the 
FDP and its leadership? You know, whenever we are 
facing difficult times, people start coming up with argu- 
ments against the FDP. Besides, many who are against 
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the FDP do not want to harm the party. This has to be 
said, because all that is nothing but hypocrisy. In reality, 
many people simply want to ruin the coalition. Many 
who write such things would immediately like to estab- 
lish a coalition with the FDP, if possible with the Greens 
and the SPD. So, even in connection with this issue, | 
can see many strategies. They say the FDP under Klaus 
Kinkel, but what they have, of course, in mind, too, is 
Helmut Kohl. I have been in this business long enough to 
know what is going on in this country. 


Still, | am telling you that this coalition will last. It will 
do its job, and it will be able to present respectable 
results. Well, and next year we will fight for the votes. I 
do not see why I should discuss election forecasts with 
you here. Besides, let me tell you that, ever since I have 
been politically active—at least in Bonn—there have 
been reports of my imminent decline. Such cycles appear 
again and again: Goetterdaemmerung, he is falling, etc. 
Yet I am sitting here with you, relaxed, and im a 
pre-Christmas mood. 


[Rutz] Nevertheless, what is remarkable is that there ts 
so much criticism against you from your own party. 


[Kohl] It has always been like that. 


[Rutz] If Mr. Biedenkopf starts such a debate and one 
begins to listen to the voices from your party, some 
might not help to jump to the conclusion that this is a 
conspiracy against Helmut Kohl. 


[Kohl] Well, well, | think you ought to take the party as 
a whole, including its history, especially in this house. At 
the time of Konrad Adenauer.... 


[Rutz] ....at whose desk you are now sitting.... 


{Koh?] ...yes...l experienced often enough as a very young 
mar how one talked about it. In 1959, many people told 
Konrad Adenauer tha, ne ought to become federal pres- 
ident. Now that I have mentioned this issue, we might as 
well discuss it. 


[Markwort] You are taking away our questions. 


[Kohl] Well, all | can say is the following: even now there 
are voices in the background that say that the ideal 
solution would be: Helmut Kohl becomes federal presi- 
dent and then we can cast the dice again and see who 
becomes chancellor. | will not become federal president, 
because I can absolutely rule out that | will run for this 
office. I have said that often enough. And that’s it. 


Yet, this happened even at the time of Adenauer. Then 
Ludwig Erhard came, and | do not have to tell you all the 
things that happened then. Kurt-Georg Kiesinger was 
next. And I remember all the gossip in the party. All that 
is very simple. Besides, this 1s not characteristic of the 
CDU, but it applies to each community and party. The 
SPD has experienced all these things, too. 


The fact 1s that, if things work out all right, then 
everybody is optimistic and sees prospects for the future. 
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People are happy and say: we are the strongest. Besides, 
this is a very German quality. 


However, if the wind is not from behind and one is 
facing it, then various groupings emerge. [Passage indis- 
tinct] and are careful and take a wait-and-see position so 
that they can side with the winning party or group in 
time. Others fight for or against a cause. I have to live 
with that. After all, 1 do not stand on the pedestal of a 
monument. Somebody who has been chairman of the 
German CDU for 2! years cannot be surprised by 
anything. The sarne applies to other parties, too. After so 
many years in the SPD—had you talked to Willy Brandt 
or Franz-Josef Strauss, you would have heard of the 
same experience. 


He who has been federal chancellor for 11 years has to 
face up to things. In my case there is one thing that was 
much more favorable at the times of my predecessors. 
Our international reputation and Germany's position is 
now at an unprecedented high in our history. Yet, in 
German domestic policy this does not count at all. We 
may achieve enormous successes. If it turns out that the 
European Central Bank is established in Frankfurt—a 
fantastic and terrific decision for the future, and not just 
for the city but for all of Germany—this makes headlines 
for one day. Yet immediately one can hear the question: 
Well, but will that not make rents skyrocket in Frankfurt. 
This is part of this provincialism that we have in 
Germany. 


[Geist] Mr. Chancellor, you mentioned the election 
campaign and that you want to fight for the votes. How 
do you plan to fight for the votes? With what brains, and 
what will be your main issues? 


[Kohl] We will do what we have always done. We once 
had an election—in 1990, the all-German election— 
where we clearly focused on the chancellor of German 
unity. We would have had to return the rent for the 
Adenauer House had we not done that. We will not form 
a team this time either, but we will point to excellent 
personalities in the election. 

As far as the issues are concerned, things are quite 
obvious. In the widest sense of the word, it is security— 
toward the outside and inside. Economic security, unem- 
ployment, economic recovery, and catching up with 
international competitors. At home, this means, for 
example, the struggle against crime, the narcotics mafia, 
and international gangs. [unintelligible interjection] Let 
me mention another two points, please. 


Toward the outside, this means continuing work on the 
European home and contributing toward securing peace 
in the world, not least also with a view to our duties in 
the United Nations. 


[Markwort] I can imagine that jobs will become the most 
important issue. In the past, one did not know an 
unemployed person. Whereas now, one knows of one or 
two. More and more people are afraid that a member of 
their family will be affected. You said yourself that there 
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is a shortage of 5 million competitive jobs. Defensive 
measures such as the four-day workweek, a three or even 
two-day week cunnot be the real solution. What pros- 
pects can you offer the voters for better chances for jobs? 


[Kohl] We must do everything to mobilize capital for 
investment. There is a whole range of possibilities. We 
must make the labor market more flexible, including 
wage developments. Besides, we have embarked on the 
right path here, also as far as the trade unions are 
concerned. [passage indistinct] | will give you one 
example that no one can explain to me. In the 12 EC 
member states, Germany has the lowest aumber of 
part-time jobs, which is absurd. There are hundreds of 
thousands of people—men as well as women—who 
would be very happy with a part-time job or would not 
even want anything else. This has nothing to do with the 
chancellor, but it has something to do with both sides of 
industry. It has simply not been possible here so far. 
There are many other examples. 


[Geist] Still, Mr. Chancellor, could one not say that, on 
the one hand, there are many unemployed people, while, 
on the other, there is a lot of work that has to be done, 
but labor is too expensive to meet the demand. 


[Kohl] This is true and, at the same time, it is not. For 
example, it is, of course, true that this is an absurd 
situation. It has nothing to do with too expensive labor 
but rather our attitude. While unemployment rates are 
rising in a threatening way, construction companies are 
applying for special contingents of migrant workers from 
Poland. Besides, to a very high degree, this also applies 
to the new laender. It is, of course, absurd, and the 
question of what kind of job an unemployed person can 
be expected to accept has to be discussed frankly now. 
What I do not like about the whole matter is that, for 
God's sake, I do not want to dismantle the social system. 
Still, it is essential to restructure it. Afier all. it cannot be 
all right if up to 10 percent of unemployment benefits are 
paid out to people who are not entitled to claim it. Yet. 
Iam not only talking about the unemploved. This ts a 
fundamental question of ideology. One would also have 
to raise the question whether subsidy fraud or tax fraud 
are negligible offenses. The process of rethinking has to 
start. | have said that before. 


[Markwort] But how do you want to achieve that. 


[Kohl] Of course, one can do it. One has to start doing it. 
One has to stand up and say that we must redefine what 
job a persor. can be expected to accept, and that we must 
adopt regulations. We have unemployment and the 
necessary high financial burden, while, at the same time, 
we have to bring in people from abroad. | can give you 
another example: From the point of view of socicty, all 
that only makes sense if those who work do not gain less 
or gust as much as those who do not work. This :s against 
human nature, and we have to change that now. 


[Geist] But if the trade unions whose support you need 
accept this, don’t you think you will lose even more 


employees? 
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[Kohl] I don't think so. Those who speak about the people's 
opinion, and the people themselves, are two different things. 
This holds equally true for journalists and politicians. 
judging by what I have heard and seen, I do not see that the 
thesis is correct that the people do not know this. Most 
people are perfectly aware of the facts. 


There are examples that should give everyone food for 
thought. Looking at the statistics, you will see how many 
people report sick on Mondays and Fridays. In this 
respect, we must say that a true miracle has taken place 
in the republic. Within two years—perhaps in the wake 
of the health reform—-that figure has drastically 
decreased. Much fewer people report sick on Mondays 
and Fridays. 


Two years ago, we had a strange development. There was 
much more sickness in the group of the 20- or 30- 
year-olds on Mondays and Fridays than in the group of 
the 50-year-olds. It should be the other way around, 
shouldn't it? This shows that rethinking is necessary. 
Under the pressure of the job situation, this absenteeism 
for sickness is now decreasing. 


[Markwort] The people are longing for solutions. 


[Kohl] This is a concrete solution. I can offer you another 
solution. Work on Saturdays is now being considered in 
collective agreements and in company agreements. The 
situation in our country was such that Saturday as a free 
dey was much holier than Sunday. For competitive 
reasons, it is now suddenly possible, owing to intelligent 
solutions, to include Saturday and even initiate a process 
under which free time is also possible, although it may 
not always be Saturday—there are excellent examples in 
Germany in the automobile sector and elsewhere. So it 1s 
doable if we want to do it, and now we are finally ready 
to make changes, because we are approaching an abyss if 
we do not become competitive. 


[Rutz] You are right, companies in ovr country hardly offer 
any part-time work. Many women would like to work 
part-time, and men, too. Couldn't you call a roundtable and 
implement it, instead of just demanding it? 


[Kohl] Excuse me, we are about to do something about it. 
What does a roundtable mean? It is a large meeting, 
watched by German television stations, and followed by 
media comment. What I need is many talks. What I also 
need—and what I am doing—is to bring about agree- 
ment at the end of a round of talks. Then we need 
emploversgind employees at the table. But I do not have 
a high y te of such roundtables. The language alone 
18 fools ‘hen I invite 10 people to meet here in Bonn, 
comm Jitators next day speak about a summit. We are 
currenily holding important talks on the improvement of 
; ny's economic base. 


[Rutz] Germany's economic base and unemployment are 
problems that exist doubly, as it were, in Germany-—in 
the western federal laender and, in particular, in the 
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eastern federal laender, where the Federal Government 
has lost prestige, because the problem is more acute 
there. What are you going to do there to give the people 
more confidence? 


[Kohl] We must above all tell the people the truth and 
counteract this incredible wave of untruthful reports on 
the situation. Of course, there is considerable unemploy- 
ment, and of course it is true—even though this has been 
withheld time and again—that neither I nor anybody else 
is responsible for the fact that the whole East European 
region has broken away. I cannot repeat it often enough. 


In the summer of 1991—a few years back—I was in Kiev 
and discussed with Mikhail Gorbachev, who was then 
president of the Soviet Union, what we could do to 
continue the traditionally good relations between com- 
panies in the former GDR, the present new federal 
laender, and companies and regions of the former Soviet 
Union, because many products that the companies in the 
former GDR exported to the Soviet Union could not be 
sold on the world markets. 


We agreed at that time that an annual volume of DM40 
billion worth of goods from the former GDR would be 
supplied to the Soviet Union in the coming years. 
Several weeks later, there was the putsch, and another 
few weeks later, the Soviet Union did not exist any more. 
Now we have the CIS, the successor states to the Soviet 
Union. I discussed it again with Boris Yeltsin in Moscow 
a weck ago. We will not export more than DM4 billion 
this year, instead of approximately DM40 billion. 


This is an incredible decrease, and we were unable to 
settle it in any other way. Now we must restructure 
companies he re, and this is troublesome and very bad for 
the people concerned. However—and this should also be 
said—the German taxpayer invests an annual amount of 
DM_1 30 billion in the new federal laender which seem to 
have developed only into a huge construction site, as 1 
were—no matter whether in telecommunications, the 
telephone, new housing construction, and in many other 
areas—and this will bear fruit very soon. 


These facts should also be mentioned by those who are 
clearly better off. Let me give you an example. Eight 
weeks ago. people said that there would be a catastrophe 
for apprentices in the new laender—a disastrous 
shortage of apprenticeships. One of the ministers from 
the new laender ran zround, scaring people with all sorts 
of slogans. Hardly anyone expressed their gratitude to 
the trade unions, companies, artisans who by common 
effort made it possible to create enough apprenticeships 
for the young people this year. I think this ts the best 
thing I can do for young people. 


The others, the elderly, must also be mentioned. Pen- 
sioners in th: new laender will get 75 percent of old-age 
pensions in he west as of January. We have to take into 
account the special situation there. Many more clderly 
couples there are both entitled to old-age pensions 
because both worked, and they will have a living stan- 
dard of which they could only dream several years ago. 
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Many of them write letters to me, and when I meet them 
they thank me. But you hardly read such things in media 
reports, and this is also important. 


[Geist] Do you think the mood among the electorate in 
the new laender is better ‘an reflected in those reports? 


[Kohl] No, not at all. Mon, people in the new laender 
believed things would improve overnight, the German 
mark would be a good currency, and they would con- 
tinue their economic system. This was, of course, impos- 
sible. But the people in the new laender are not stupid. 
They have made their experiences, they see develop- 
ments and progress. Mar* people are trying to exploit 
the situation politically. We will see next autumn whai 
will happen. I remember the forecasts in January 1990, I 
remember very clearly what clever commentators said 
and wrote, | remember the terrible disappointment of 
leftists and left-wing pseudo-intellectuals on the evening 
of the first free People’s Chamber elections. 


[Markwort] Talking about the next election year— 
Germany has never had such a super election year. The 
elections in Lower Saxony and elsewhere will have a 
signalling effect. So you will have to begin with the 
Bundestag election campaign much earlier. 


[Kohli] We are not going to have a separate Bundestag 
election campaign. One cannot separate it. My workload 
does not allow me to separate it. 


[Rutz] Will the Lower Saxony elections be crucial? 


[Kohi] No, not at all. They will only be fateful elections. 
It is quite easy for me as the Christian Democratic 
Union [CDU] chairman. If these election have a good 
outcome, no one will speak about fateful elections. If the 
outcom< i bad, everyone will speak about fateful elec- 
tions for Kohl. This does not particularly impress me. 
We nest fight for every vote—in all elections, no matter 
whether they are landtag, local, European, or Bundestag 
elections. We all have one real problem. We have tradi- 
tional'y a varying voter turnout. This greatly influences 
the cle. tion results. 


Everywhere in Europe, the voter turnout is drastically 
below the voter turnout in Bundestag elections. In the 
Bundestag clections. we will definitely have a voter 
turnout of between 75 and 80 percent—this is the only 
thing | can predict here today. it makes a difference 
whether you get 5 percent of the votes with a turnout of 
80 percent, or whether you get 5 percent with a 55 
percent turnout. 


[Geist] You will probably have to fight for every vote. 
Regarding presidential elections 


[Kohl] That is an entirely different matter. 


[Rutz] May | continue on the super election year, before 
we discuss the presidentia! clections’? You are going to 
canvass for the present coalition. 
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[Kohl] | am going to canvass for the CDU and Christian 
Social Union [CSU] in the elections. 


[Rutz] But you are planning to go into the next legislative 
period with the present coalition. On the other hand, the 
Social Democratic Party of Germany [SPD] is fighting 
for votes. What are you telling the people—give me the 
three most important points—to convince them that this 
coalition 1s better than what the SPD has to offer? 


[Kohl] This is a very important question. I am telling the 
people that with a view to Germany's international 
Siatus, its status in Europe, and the need to cultivate 
imternational relations, this coalition and this federal 
chancelior definitely enjoy more confidence internation- 
ally than the SPD, which refuses to cooperate on all 
essential international issues. This is the first point. 


Second, I do not see that the social democrats are really 
ready to adopt a new way of thinking and restructure the 
economic sector. We discussed it extensively and said 
that certain structures must be changed. As you heard in 
the Bundestag this week, they agree with everybody, but 
fail to say concretely where changes are necessary in the 
interests of our competitiveness. 


Third, the social democrats will provoke social envy, and 
this will separate the people, instead of bringing them 
together. That 1s why | do not think they are particularly 
qualified to take over responsibility now. 


[Gerst] Can we return to the presidential clections, Mr 
Chancellor? Do you consider it possible that your coal:- 
tion partner, the Free Democratic Party [FDP), could 
vote for the SPD candidate in a third or fourth ballot” 


[Kohl] I don't know. This is something with which | do 
not deal. We agreed with the CDU/CSU to hold talks on 
a common candidate. The CDU/CSU and FDP have the 
large majority in the Federal Convention. We have 620 
members in the Federal Convention, but of course we 
cannot say that we will have 620 votes, because there are 
many reasons to vote for other candidates. But on the 
whole, the blocs vote for their respective candidate | do 
not have to talk about any candidate. Everyone knows 
that there are enough candidates. You also see pictures 
of a noncandidate who is generally accepted. That ts why 
I do not have to comment on this topic. 


[Rutz] Has the case of Steffen Heitmann harmed you 
personally? 


[Kohl] It certainly has, but I expected it in a way. 


[Rutz] What did you expect? 


[Kohl] | thought and | think that following German 
unification, we should have a personality from the new 
laender—no matter whether a man or a woman—in one 
of the important positions of the republic. Important 
positions are that of the federal president, federal chan. 
cellor, Bundestag president, and president of the Federal 
Constitutional Court. The Bundesrat president docs not 
apply here because he holds this position for a year only 
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We discussed this issue in 1990, but it came to nothing. 
not because | refused, but because of the candidates who 
refused. i made efforts early on to see whether we 
couldn't discuss this topic. We then saw that Johannes 
Rau of the social democrats was determined to run for 
the office. 


[Markwort] He believed he had your support. 


[Kohl] I do not know where he got this idea. | do not 
understand his opinion. We had a talk when Willy 
Brandt was still alive. We talked about the idea of 
picking a candidaie outside and beyond all political 
parties. | said that | would think about it, but | also said 
that we must take into account that this election day—23 
May !1994—15 very close to the other elections, and that 
it was the social democrats theraselves who used presi- 
dential elections for partisan purposes. 


It was Gustav Heimemann who interpreted his electron 
in 1969 as a signal for the change of power. At that time, 
I held talks with colleagues from the FDP and the CSU. 
There was no inclination on their part to present a 
candidate from their ranks. So I never mentioned it 
again. But | discussed it with Willy Brandt when he was 
still alive. I never made any promise. But Johannes Rau 
was highly interested, long before we discussed the topic 
at all. lt was he who started the debate. 


All this has been misrepresented. | said in the spring of 
thes sear that we can as well talk about presidential 
clections in January 1994. We do not have to have an 
SPD party congress resolution as early as in June. But let 
us return to the topic iself, 


! insist | would have been good if we had found someone 
from the new laencer. However—and this 1s my disap- 
pomtment, and it has harmed me—we cannot caxpect a 
personality from the new laender to move im the same 
way as an individual from the west would in connection 
with public relations, the reality of the media, publicity. 
The person from the cast did not formulate his state- 
ments clegantly, represented opimons that surprised 
many people because they found out that the majority 
shares his oprmons. But the man came into the limelight 
from the start and was brought into a certain focus. He 
hardly had a chance, a fair chance. Look at what Mr. 
Scharping said about this man at the party congress, and 
he did not even apologize for his statements in the 
Bundestag. | am glad that at least his floor leader, 
Hans-Uirich Klose, did so. Scharping made disparaging 
remarks on his intellectual qualifications. 


ihe man 1s a theologian, he also studied the law, he has 
an absolutcly pleasant and honest career. People here say 
that he staved in a niche. Well, he did not accept the 
regime, he certainly was not a hero who protested and 
was imprisoned in Bautzen. In addition, he ts a noble 
man. as he showed when he resigned from his candidacy. 


|Kutz] Do you now consider the issue of a presidential 
candidate from the cast as being settled” 
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{Kohl] Of course. Heitmann suggested another presiden- 
tial candidate, Mr. Schroeder, a former SPD floor leader 
in the People’s Chamber, a highly respected man. 
Schroeder said he would not run as long as Johannes Rau 
1s running. The SPD promptly said that they have their 
party congress resolution, and thai Johannes Rau ts their 
candidate. Considering Johannes Rau's commitment in 
this matter, we see that nothing will change about hrs 
candidacy. 

[Geist] If Rau withdrew his candidacy, would you con- 
sider Schroeder? 


[Kohl] Excuse me, this would be a totally new situation, 
and we would have to discuss the issue anew. Bul why 
should | talk about a matter iat in all probability will 
not change? What annoys me = connection with the 
presidential clections and the wa» Steffen Hertmann was 
treated 1s this: Some peopic have made public statements 
and said that one must bring ihe seup'e together, and the 
man would be unable to bring them together, be would 
divide them. 


They are the same people who also endorsed the 
demands Erich Honecker made in Gera, they were ready 
to give up German citizenship—important German 
social democrats. At one time, they applauded Erich 
Honecker and would have been ready to cement Ger- 
many'’s division if we had given up the one German 
citizenship. | can only tell my compatriots in the new 
laender, where would they have gone in Prague or 
Hungary in 1989, if we had agreed to Honecker's Gera 
demands. 


Or, talking about others, Johannes Rau, for mmsiance, 
who gave a speech on how to bring the people together. 
I think he should explain to the people now that be is 
going to run in presidential electrons why, as munester- 
president of North Rhine-Westphalia. he discontinued 
the land government's payments to the Salzgitter federal 
agency monitoring and documenting criminal actions 
against immocent citizens who were imprisoned in the 
GDR for political reasons. One of Honecker’s most 
important demands was that this agency should drsap- 
pear. Rau was one of those politicians who discontinued 
the payments to oblige Honeckcr 


[Rutz] Let me ask you one more question regarding the 
parties. Is it not also somewhat doubtful for the CDU: 
You say that there are parties that permit a sip-zag 
course—not only in the cast but mm the west, too, whereas 
if something similar happens in the CDI). the man is 
dropped like a hot potato. Does this also not have 
something to do with solidarity on the C DL” 


[Kohl] Of course, you are absolutely nght, even though 
this cannot be limited to the term of Helmut Kohl. It is 
a birth defect of the CDU 


[Markwort] Do you think thes, mn the coming cleetr ws, 
Steflen Heitmann might be an myportant figure for the 
more conservative part of the CDU” 
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[Kohl] Steffen Hestmann is an important member of our 
party. Just as everything has two sides—a positive and a 
negative one—for him, the whole affair means an 
increase in popularity, regardless of what he and his 
family had to go through. After all, many people assured 
him of their special sympathy in letters or otherwise, 
which he emphasized in his personal statement not 
without reason. So, 1 do, of course, assume that Steffen 
Heitmann will speak in the election campaigns and that 
many people will listen to him. Even on the day after he 
resigned, something very sirange happened. After his 
resignation, many wrote in very friendly terms about the 
same man. Well, this is what things are like. This ts 
certainly an asset that the CDU must and will use in the 
upcoming clection. 

[Rutz] Mr. Chancellor, sometime before, you quite 
firmly rejected the idea that you could be a candidate for 
the presidential election. 


{Kohl} The office of federal president? 
(Rutz) Yes. 


[Kohl] That is out of the question for me. | have always 
said that. 


[Rutz Put differently: You have been federal chancellor for 
11 years: at the tome of the next election, it will be 12 years. 
Why will you run again? It might be tempting not to. 


[Kohl] Let me first say something on the office of federal 
president. so as to prevent anyone from seeing this 
program will say: Well, but he did not say it absolutely 
clearly. 


It has never been my intention. If I were to resign as 
federal chancellor at any point from now on, and if the 
Lord maintains my good health, which, fortunately, | am 
stili enyoying—4it 1s a major gift—I can imagine that | will 
also do what others are doing. Pursue my hobbies, be 
politically interested, cultivate fnendships, cultivate 
something | have necessarily been neglecting at home. 
Many times | get up at six and go to bed at one im the 
morning. | am doing this because | regard it as my duty 
and because I get satisfaction from fulfilling my duty. 
However, saying now that I need a job once | resign is 
absolutely alien to me. 


{Rutz} This has nothing to do with a new job when you 
are no longer chancellor. The question is who might be 


an adequate personality to represent this country. 


[Kohl] Excuse me, but f am not the only one. This republic 
is rich in personalities. | am a wet shaver. | shave twice a 
day. and when I look in the mirror—this is the most fatal 
and honest image one can get of oneself. One realizes that 
one has gotten older and many other things. Still, this rssue 
1s nothing that would be in my mond. 


Another question that | will be happy to answer is: Why 
am | doing that? I gave a lot of thought to it. Having been 
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federal chancellor for 10 or 11 years, or 12 years next 
October, is a very long term for a German chancellor, 
including those of the Reich. | came into public office as 
a very young person. I served im land poltics for many 
years and | was a minister-president. 


Why am | doing 11? | am doing it because. for me, one 
Statement by Adenauer 1s absolutely truce: German unity 
and European unification are two sides of the same cor. 
Legally, we have compicted German unity, even though 
we still have to do a lot \o harmonize economic and 
socia! relations. Even more remains to be done because 
we became much more alienated in those 40 years. which 
is where | was wrong. The gap was wider. The educa- 
trona! systems and influences were much stronger. We in 
the West must make a larger step to overcome thrs gap. 
Yet, there is one thing that 1s maybe even more imnpor- 
tant now, and that 1s the question of European unifica- 
tion, which 1s primarily not an economic gucstion 


To me, the real question 1s that of war and peace im the 
future. Margaret Thatcher says that Giermany mcans 
hegemony now, the Germans are too strong. This view 1s 
shared by many people m Europe. There are fears— 
justified ones from the recent. evil history, and unjusti- 
fied ones, which are rather based on envy because we are 
more efficres! and because of many other things 


In this Evvopean home, | would lke to achieve cocarst- 
ence. Any arguments should be settled like mn any decent 
family. We avay slam doors at home and argue bul not 
take our dispute to the streets. 


[Rutz] | find that quite surprising that, m connection 
with Europe, you are ialking of war and peace 


{Kobl] Let me tell you something: | am astonished that 
you can be surprised by that. Afier all, how do we know 
that all that can not repeat itself? How do we know that 
the evil spirits that are haunting the Balkans only live 
there and not where we arc. Look, in 1929-—we do have 
an cxample—Anstide Briand and Gustav Siresemann 
made the first great attempt, so to speak for Crerman- 
French reconciliation. They were awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize for itt. When the Locarno Pact was con- 
cluded, no one though! that war would ever break out 
again between the German and French, even though 
Mussolini had already been in power m Italy. which os 
not far from Locarno. Wi you read articles of that tome, 
the general view was: Thongs there are now setiled. Fight 
years later came 1933, and another six years later, World 
War 11. The world has not become more peaceful. The 
world has become safer in our region, because in TF urepe 
we can rely on a firm shield and protection in the form of 
the European Community and NATO. Yet, we have to 
look after this shicld and stabilize ut even more 


Apart from what | have just sand. | am im favor of 
building the European hore in a way thal prevents any 
gencration from ever having to go through what I cxpe- 
nenced as a child and a young man. i am not talking 
about war and peace for tomorrow. Do not forget that, 
a few years, we will enter the 2!s1 century. We have now 








} the longest period of peace in modern history: 
1871, 1914, 1918, and 1945. If we seize the opportunity 


“Forty years of division, 40 forty years of communist 
dictatorship cannot be shrugged off overnight. But | am 
sure we can master this challenge together.” 


At the same time, Kohl stressed that for him German 
unity and European Union remained “two sides of the 
same coin.” European Union has a future only when it 1s 
orientated toward the principle of unity in diversity. The 
chancellor stressed: “We want political union, but we do 
not want a European supersiate.” 


The Maastricht Treaty also creates important prerequi- 
sites to ensure the European Union speaks with one 
voice and takes united action in the future. Getting 
humanitarian aid to the people of Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
who are victims of a barbaric war, as quickly as possible 
is NOW @ priority. Kohl siressed that the warring parties 
should finally lay down their arms. 

Urges East To Set New Priorities 

AU0712171993 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 7 Dec 93 p 23 


[Report signed “hen™: “Difficult Rise From Recession” ] 
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[Text] Bonn—On Monday [6 December], in his 1%) 
round of talks with representatives of companics, asso- 
ciations, and trade unions discussing reconstruction in 
eastern Germany, Chancellor Helmut Kohl called on 
citizens im the old laender to set new priorities and 
increase their willingness to change. The high degree of 
adaptability and the courage to face the future, which 1s 
expected from the people in castern Germany, must also 
be a yardstick for the western part of Germany. Just 
waiting for the economy to recover 1s no longer sufficient 
in dealing with the cxisting structural problems in 
western and castern Germany, the chancellor said. 

He said that the “rise from recession™ will by no means 
be casy. However, there have been positive signs lately, 
which gives rise to hope for an end to the current 
recession. It is an encouraging sign that the pressure on 
prices has decreased and production figures in all of 
Gernvany are on their way up again. Exports have also 
slight) : recovered lately. But, above all, cconomuc growth 
in the new laender has picked up. This shows from the 
fact that in August and September, indusinal production 
in eastern Germany was up some 15 percent over last 
year's figure and orders increased by 23 percent. 


In this context, Economics Minister Guenter Rexrodt 
pointed out that the government placed as much as 20 
percent of ts orders with companies in casiern Germany 
this year. For many companies in the cast, public orders 
safeguard their basic capacity utilization. Everything will 
have to be done im order to let companies have an even 
greater share of these orders, Rexrodt said. Thus, the 
government has extended its conditions for placing 
orders with castern German companies up to the year 
1995, making only a few slight modifications. 


Rexrodt said that the east German companies can expect 
a cesling of 3.5 billion German marks [DM] for doing 
business with the CIS countries next year. In addition to 
that, barter deals and invesiment projects will reocive 
guarantees, which will not be deducted from that total 
ceiling. 


Hans Peter Suhl, representative of the Federation of 
German Chambers of Industry and Commerce, spoke 
out against conducting experiments with additional pro- 
motion schemes. He said that the carting instruments 
are totally sufficrent if they are efficiently used. Both 
Sushil and the president of the Federation of the German 
Wholesale and Foreign Trade (BGA), Michael Fuchs, 
referred to efforts made within the “Shopping Offensive 
East™ program. Fuchs thnks that cast German compa- 
nies should first cultivate their own markets in the new 
laender. Consumer habits in eastern Germany distinctly 
show that domestic products are increasingly preferred, 
if quality, price, and packaging meet the higher demands 
of consumers. Besiies, regronal specialities are more 
readily accepted there. 


Environmental Protection Requires Urgent Action 


At the chancellor's round, Environment Minister Klaus 
Toepfer talked about how an cfficrent environmental 
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prete.tion infrastructure could be set up more quickly by 
bringing in private invesiors. Decisions taken by munic- 
ipalitics oa forms of supply and waste disposal should be 
made dependent on profitability studies of offers by 
public and private tenderers. Toepfer estimates invest- 
ment costs for this to be DM200 billion over the next 
10-15 years. 


Calls For Ne Thinking in Economy 
AU0612202193 Duesseldorf HANDELS2LATT in 
German 6 Dec &3 p 3 


[Report by Reimhardt Hassenstein: “Kohl Calls For 
Change of Thinking in Economic Policy”) 


[Excerpt] Luebeck-Travemuende, 4-5 Dec—At a land 
congress of the Schleswig-Holstein Christian Democratic 
Union |CDU] in Luebeck-Travemuende on the 
weekend, Chancellor Helmut Kohl called for a change of 
thanking in economic and social policy. 


The chancellor called for reexamining the economic 
status in the FRG. The current economic problems have 
not been caused by German unification. The economic 
weakness is straining all countries in Europe and is 
exacerbated in Germany by structural problems. The 
German economy has not deteriorated over the past 
years, but competition has improved. Kohl defended his 
ofien-criticized statement of the “amusement park Ger- 
many” and said: “With bridge days [taking off days 
between a public holiday and a weekend] one cannot win 
the future for Germany.” 


Working people and entrepreneurs must rediscover their 
strengths, such as industriousness, punctuality, and flex- 
ibility. Today, the competition for German companies ts 
not in the Far East but right in front of their own door. 
In many sectors, the FRG has long ignored the signs of 
the times, for instance regarding the privatization of 
railroads and post, which has been discussed for decades. 
The CDU, too, must accept criticism for misiakes in this 
regard. 

in the chancellor's view, changing one’s way of thinking 
also includes “eliminating ossifications in admunistra- 
ti09.‘ German construction law 1s one big obstacle. Kohl 
sand that transferring the corstruction law to the new 
lacade: + a ctrong brake On in wesiraent. The widespread 
hostility toward techsology has a simular effect. Who- 
ever, like the Social Democratic Pariy of Germany, 
wants to do without nevlear energy, must tel! the miners 
at the Rubr and Saar Aivers, that one also wants to do 
without them. [passage omitted] 


SPD, Statt Party To Govern Hambur,' Jointly 


LDO712213293 Hamburg DPA in German 2018 GMT 7 
Dec 93 


[Text] Hamburg (DPA)}—The SPD [Social Democratic 
Party] and the Statt Party [Instead Party] voters’ assoc:- 
ation are to govern Hamburg together. Helmuth Frahm. 
the chairman of the SPD in Haraburg, said that following 
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three weeks of negotiations, the two sides’ delegations 
had reached agreement on “red-gray” cooperation. Con- 
crete details of the agreement have not yet been 
announced. It 1s also unclear what the composition of the 
city’s future senate will be. Mayor Henning Vos<herau 
(SPD), and the chief negotiator of the Stati Party, 
Markus Wegner, said they wanted to announce detas'* ai 
the cooperation agreement later this evening. 


CDU Sees Status Drop After Brandenburg Vote 
AUO8 12074393 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 7 Dec 93 p 3 


[Unattributed report: “CDU ‘Disappoimied’ by Bran- 
denburg Election Result] 


[Text] Frankfurt, 6 Dec—On Monday [6 Decercer], the 
Christian Democratic Union's [{ DU] reaction to the 
results of the local elections in Brandcaburg was one of 
restraint. CDU Geners! Secretary Hintze calied the 
election result disappointing for his party. At the same 
tume, he said the local election should not be made ty 
appear as a test election. It docs, however, give some 
indications about the current mood, to which the CDU 
will “react offensively.” By launching an “argumenta- 
tion offensive,” the CDU wants to show tha! only the 
government's consistent auster: y and consolidation 
policy can keep the currency stable, the economy com- 
petitive, and social benefits affordable. Securing jobs 
and opening up new fields of employment will remain 
“the prime political task,” Hintze said. On the clection 
result, he weni on to say that the CDU did not manage to 
mobilize its voters to a sufficient degree. The poor 
turnout hit the CDU the worst. In next year's general 
elections, it will be crucial for the CDU to succeed in 
mobilizing its supporters. 


It 1s a sad irony of German history that the Party of 
Democratic Socialism [PDS], the successor party of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany, can now feather its 
nest with the matchwood mt made itself. The salarics 
affair in Saxony-Anhalt has dealt a heavy blow to the 
CDU. Besides, the Brandenburg CDU has not reached 
its full election campuren force ai these local clections. 
The new Brandenburg chairwoman, Ms. Hartfelder, has 
not been able to overcome the shortcomings of the past 
in the short period since her election. The personal 
disputes within the CDU have not yet been forgotien by 
the voters, Hintze said. 


The Bonn coalition has to take the signals from Bran- 
denburg seriously. “Useless quarrels and politicians’ 
selfish efforts to distinguish themselves are not apprecs- 
ated by the voter,” Hintze sand. The coalition, led by 
Chancellor Kohl, has achieved impertant goals. “We will 
continue this political cooperation,” the CDU secretary 
gcncral said. Both the government and the coalition have 
committed themselves with billrons of German marks to 
reconstruction im Brandenburg to secure imporiant 
industrial regions. EKO-Stahl 1s a case in pont for ties 
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This work will be continued by the coalition in Branden- 
burg, as well as in the rest of the new laender to secure 
jobs and create new ones. 


CDU Deputy Chairman Merkel is “not content” with 
the election result, but she does not want to translate the 
vote to the whole of Germany. In an interview with ZDF 
[Second German] television, she called on her party to 
increase its readiness to talk to the people in view of the 
PDS victory, especially to the unemployed and those 
having problems with the new system. “Due to its very 
committed membership,” the PDS manages to attract 
many disappointed peuple, Merkel said. The bigger 
parties, including the CDU, do not manage to do this. 


The deputy chairman of the CDU Bundestag group, Heiner 
Geissler, sees the power of his party deteriwrating after the 
Brandenburg elections. In an interview with the Hesse 
Broadcasting Station, Geissler said that the CDU has to 
regain access to the problems of society. The politician 
warned his party of an “arrogance of power,” which believes 
“it does not have to listen any more.” The CDU must regain 
social and economic power, Geissler said. 


The former CDU parliamentary group chairman in the 
Brandenburg Landtag, [Peter-Michel] Diestel, criticized 
his party for the poor election result. “Party politics in 
eastern Germany must be different from that in the west. 
CDU policy cannot work by remote control from Bonn,” 
Diestel said in an interview with a private broadcasting 
station. Thus, the CDU “got what it deserved” in the 
local elections. The signals heard from Bonn at the 
moment are such that the CDU is becoming less and less 
attractive to voters in eastern Germany. 


The CDU’s deputy chairman in Saxony, Haehle, does 
not consider the result of the Brandenburg elections to be 
representative for the new laender. He said it resembles 
the result achieved in East Berlin in May 1992 and shows 
the high proportion of “privileged people from the GDR 
regime” in the surroundings of Berlin. It is regrettable 
that a large proportion of the population is not prepared 
to rethink. For this reason, Hachle thinks it is alarming 
“that the capital of Germany is establishing itself there.” 
But he said that the result of the Branaenburg elections 
also shows that Minister-President Biedenkopfs fear 
that in 1994 the Bundestag could see a two-thirds 
majority of the Social Democratic Party of Germany is 
not unfounded. 


CDU ‘Picture of Misery’ Revealed 
AUO0712194193 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 7 Dec 93 p 4 


{Commentary by Heribert Prantl: “The East Turns Red” ] 


[Text] Forget abou’ Heitmann, forget about Muench: 
The failure of the presidential candidate from Saxony 
and the fall of the head of government from Saxony- 
Anhalt were only the external signs of the desolate state 
of the Christian Democratic Union [CDU]. The party 
was still under the illusion that these were mere wounds 
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that time would heal. Now there is an official diagno- 
sis—the result of the Brandenburg elections. It shows 
that the CDU is suffering from galloping consumption— 
a disease that will not be cured through waiting and 
seeing. Consumption will not simply disappear if one 
waits long enough. The frustration that has prevailed 
within the party for some time is now turning into a deep 
depression. The CDU is a picture of misery. 


The outcome seems to be a macabre joke of history: The 
successor party of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
[SED], the postcommunist Party of Democratic 
Socialism [PDS], is flourishing, whereas the CDU, the 
party of unity, is faltering. As recently as two years ago, 
the PDS was still a boring party with a high percentage of 
old people, which was dominated by a paralyzing GDR 
nostalgia. Whereas the CDU/Christian Social Union 
[CSU] was busy watching developments on the Right 
and trying to win over supporters from the Republi- 
kaner, the postcommunists in the former GDR suc- 
ceeded in performing a dangerous trick: They managed 
to make people forget that it was them and their sup- 
porters who plunged the east into a catastrophe. 


It seemed almost ghostly: Of all parties, the successor to 
the state party that patronized its citizens and spied on 
them is now winning votes by deploring “political inca- 
pacitation™ and the “destruction of human values.”’ The 
PDS succeeds in taking advantage of the people's disap- 
pointment without offering any alternatives: It presents 
itself as the defender of the citizens, as the only party 
that takes care of the concerns of the people (which is 
unfortunately true in many cases). Numerous people in 
the east feel left in the lurch by the western parties, 
particularly the CDU/CSU. 


The CDU/CSU is constantly reiterating the significance of 
Germany as a business location, but forgets that this “loca- 
tion” 1s the inving space of the people and that it is not 
sufficient to simply set up new factories. It advocates the 
new system according to the slogan: Do or die! Thus, the 
success of the PDS might even have been greater if people 
like Manfred Stolpe of Regine Hildebrand, whom the east 
Germans trust, did not exist in Brandenburg. Since such 
persons do not exist in the other four new laender and since 
the SPD does not have the same attractiveness there as in 
Brandenburg, the fear is justified that the PDS might 
achieve far more than 20 percent in these laender. This 
means that the successor party to the SED will also be 
represented in the next Bundestag—even if it should not 
succeed in obtaining three direct mandates. The voters 
apparently ignore to an increasing extent the debates about 
the burdens left behind by the communists and their historic 
guilt; they do not care whether someone worked for the Stasi 
or not. All that matters is that he talks to them and 
understands their problems. Numerous cast Germans have 
suppressed or forgotten their old sufferings. They only feel 
the current worries. 
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The development in eastern Germany is frighteningly 
reminiscent of that of other East European states. In 
Poland, the communists also developed into a protest 
party with a social touch. They have recently entered 
parliament again as “social democracy in Poland.” In 
Lithuania, the last general secretary of the Communist 
Party holds the position of state president. In Hungary, 
the Socialist Party under the leadership of the former 
communist Foreign Minister Gyula Horn is on its way to 
power. 


People in East Europe are facing the same problems with 
democracy and Western values as a child who was told 
by its father: Jump, | will catch you. Then the child 
jumps, but the father watches the child fall on the floor 
and says in a patronizing manner: “You must now learn 
to rely on yourself...... People in East Europe believed 
that paradise on earth was waiting for them after they 
shook off the communist yoke, and the West encouraged 
these hopes. However, when communism collapsed, the 
East Europeans felt left in the lurch by the West—and 
this feeling 1s getting stronger and stronger and decides 
votes. East Germany was also among the states that 
jumped. In fact, rich Germany transferred billions of 
marks to the East—but the people did not land on a soft 
floor. Apparently, the CDU/CSU has not understood 
that so far. 


This is the explanation for the disaster of the CDU in 
Brandenburg and the explanation for the success of the 
PDS. The postcommunists not only won 21.3 percent of 
the votes in Brandenburg, but they also gained new 
self-confidence. There is the danger that the PDS might 
start fascinating young voters: At the moment, the party 
with the largest number of members is still a party of 
pensioners, and only 5 percent of its members are under 
30. Yet if the army of old party soldiers with organiza- 
tional skills succeeds in making the PDS attractive for 
young voters, East European developments may also 
take place in eastern Germany: Postcommunists might 
recapture the power. 


Infas Poll Analyzes PDS Success in Brandenburg 
AU0712194093 Berlin DIE WELT in German 7 Dec 93 
p3 


{Report by Hans-Ruediger Karutz: “Brandenburg: Pro- 
test and Search for Social Protection” 


[Text] Potsdam—One-quarter of all the Christian Dem- 
ocratic Union [CDU] voters of 1990 stayed at home this 
time. The Social Democratic Party of Germany [SPD] 
has established itself as the dominant party in the rural 
areas; nevertheless, one cannot speak of a “Stolpe elec- 
tion.” The SED [Socialist Unity Party of Germany] heir, 
the Party of Democratic Socialism [PDS] attracted pro- 
test voters from the “conservative potential,” benefited 
from social cutbacks, the fears of tenants, and a “funda- 
mental opposition, which leads to criticism of the 
system”: This is the summary of an analysis by the 
opinion research institute Infas. 
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The Party of Democratic Socialism [PDS] is “particu- 
larly strong,” especially in the area around Berlin, 
“because here the entire problem of returning expropri- 
ated property is especially important,’ election 
researcher Ursula Feist told DIE WELT. The CDU was 
hurt by a new phenomenon: “The CDU success of May 
1990—that is, before the monetary union—was largely 
based on the fact that the voters urged speed and the 
German mark without being particular CDU followers. 
Today, the Brandenburg citizens are once again voting 
mor: closely 10 their real convictions—that is, not so 
much to the Rog':.” 


The weak image of the CDU in Brandenburg is core- 
sponsible for the fact that the government crisis in 
Magdeburg has had an effect: “If the land party were in 
a good condition, such thunderstorms could be better 
tolerated.” 


According to Infas polls, 14 percent of the former CDU 
votes went to the SPD. In particular, in its strongholds 
(minus 13 percent) and in the rural areas (minus 15.2 
percent to now about 26 percent), the CDU lost consid- 
erably. 


Expert Feist points out that the PDS has obviously been 
accepted, in particular as an opposition, in social issues. 
A total of 28 percent of the unemployed voted for 
it—this is not far removed from the 34 percent of votes 
for the SPD in this group of voters: “It has also turned 
out that the PDS others tend toward fundamental oppo- 
sition and link their attitude with basic criticism of the 
economic and social system of the FRG.” 


The trend of this PDS potential toward a certain “con- 
servative element” also becomes clear. Since, according 
to Ursula Feist, in Brandenburg there is actually no 
radical-critical opposition, such as the Republikaner, the 
PDS has obviously fully assumed the role of the protest 
party: “In this respect, it was an anti-Bonn election and 
an antisystem election.” 


It can also be proven that on Sunday [5 December], two 
big movements in the voters’ thinking and action 
became obvious: “One group thought pragmatically 
about whether their desires and demands can be imple- 
mented in practical action by the politicians and the 
other group rather wanted to express their ideological 
views independent of that.” 


Concerning the special situation in Potsdam—here PDS 
candidate Rolf Kutzmutz won in the first round of the 
election for mayor against SPD incumbent Horst Gram- 
lich with about 43 to 30 percent—the election analyst 
said: “On Sunday evening, we rather thought that Kutz- 
mutz might make it in the runoff ballot on 19 December. 
Today we are not so sure anymore.” 


Much now depends on wheiher an opposition from the 
rest of the political camp will form against the “popular 
front” of the PDS: “However, it would also be possible 
that Kutzmutz’ voters are aware of the many injuries 
they suffer as former GDR citizens and iWentify with 
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him, according to the slogan: We support ourselves!” In 
the capital of Potsdam, the PDS has exhausted its 
potential. 


The Infas researcher praises the Brandenburg citizens: 
“They took the new election law seriously and distrib- 
uted their multiple votes intelligently.” The PDS voters 
were the ones that proved to be the most loyal to thei 
party: A total of 57 percent voted only for PDS candi- 
dates—other party supporters followed the banner of 
their parties to a considerably lesser degree. 


Waigel Outlines CSU Election Strategy 
AU0712145193 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZE?} UNG 
in German 6 Dec 93 p 1 


[Report by “hh”: “Fear of Too Many Foreigners Will 
Become Issue in Election Campaign’’] 


[Text] Wildbad Kreuth—The Christian Social Union 
[CSU] wants to clearly “reject extreme right-wing and 
the extreme left-wing positions” in its election cam- 
paigns in the year 1994. At the same time, however, 
besides economic and labor market policy, the “for- 
eigner and asylum problem” will play a central role. The 
“tough topics” that are to be addressed during the 
election campaign also include the question of national 
identity and the “fear of infiltration with foreign ele- 
ments,” Chairman Theo Waigel stated at the end of a 
two-day closed session of the CSU Executive Committee 
in Wildbad Kreuth. Waigel recommended the sister 
party Christian Democratic Union [CDU] to “deal also 
with the right-of-center topics” and to dispel the impres- 
sion that a “slow social democratization” is taking place 
within the CDU. Those in the CDU who are aiming at a 
grand coalition must be aware “that this would mean 
disappearance from the political stage.” 


Waigel rejected the accusation that the CSU's special 
emphasis on the foreigner and asylum issue in the 
election campaign is grist for the mill of the right-wing 
radical parties. “If Mr. Schoenhuber should claim that 
two times three is six, | have to agree with him,” the CSU 
chairman stated. It is a fact that the fear of infiltration 
with foreign elements exists in Germany. In spite of the 
new asylum law, the influx of asylum seekers continues 
to be strong. However, the CSU wil! not call for a tighter 
law—on condition that the regulations are not under- 
mined by “decisions of the supreme court.” 


It must be made clear to the voters that there are no 
quick solutions to unemployment, Waigel demanded. 
Wage settlements without real growth of income will be 
required “over several years.” He called on the CDU to 
show a clearer profile im financial policy. It is “not good 
that the whole burden of financial policies lies with the 
CSU.” The “disastrous public controversies” within the 
CDU must stop. If all political statements are opposed 
by the “Geissler-Suessmuth group,” one should “not be 
surprised about an unclear picture that the party pre- 
sents.” The chancellor, however, “is doing a good job,” 
Waigel stated. 
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In the sphere of European policies, the CSU will present 
itself as an active and constructive party and seck 
strategies to fight “Euro-skepticism,” Waigel announced. 
The CSU chairman described Bavarian Minister Presi- 
dent Edmund Stoiber as a “passionate supporter” of 
Europe. The CSU has meanwhile replaced its slogan 
“Europe of the regions” with the term “Europe of the 
nations and regions.” 


Thierse Sees SPD Becoming Top Party 


BRO712153793 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 7 
Dec 93 p19 


[Interview with Wolfgang Thierse, parliamentary 
chairman of the German Social Democratic Party, by 
Andrea Tarquini in Bonn; date not given: “Kohl Era in 
Germany on the Decline—In CDU the Race for Succes- 


sion Begins” 


[Excerpt] Bonn-——[{Passage omitted] [Tarquini] Mr. 
Thierse, are you pleased with the victory? 


[Thierse] First of all, | am pleased because the vote shows 
that democracy has put down roots in eastern Germany. A 
voter turnout rate of 61 percent is very high, if you think of 
the rage of the unemployed, the disappointment of broken 
promises, and the prevailing emotions that make us fear the 
worst. Second, the advance of the SPD [Social Democratic 
Party] has sent a clear message to Bonn about the balance of 
forces, and does not just demonstrate east German anger 
about Kohl's policy toward the east. This 1s how the success 
of the PDS [Party of Democratic Socialism] must also be 
interpreted, since it was able to take advantage of the anger. 


[Tarquini] Is this the end of the Kohl era? 


[Thierse] I would be careful about making such pro- 
nouncements. On several occasions, Kohl has demon- 
strated that he has special qualities of resistance to any 
danger, like a boxer who can remain standing. However, 
this is his third defeat in a week, following the with- 
drawal of his candidate for the president, Heitmann, and 
the scandal in Saxony-Anhalt. The CDU [Christian 
Democratic Union] no longer seems to be a People’s 
Party. 


[Tarquini] Biedenkopf talks about an inevitable SPD 
government after the federal elections... 


[Thierse] | hope, and I am optimistic, that he is might. 
There is now a genuine chance to become the country’s 
leading party. The SPD now has the image of a party 
which has decided to return to power and which ts 
capable of doing so. 


{Tarquini] What allies will the SPD look for? 


[Thierse] It would be harmful to talk about that now, We 
first have to think about winning and building up a 
system of alternating politics. However, we are ruling out 
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a government agreement with the postcommunists. They 
are the ones primarily responsible for the disastrous state 
of the east. 


[Tarquini] What platform would you like to base your 
government on? 


{Thierse] Combatting unemployment, modernizing the 
economy, the welfare state for the needy, and guaranteed 
public order. The change of climate is even apparent in the 
pages of conservative newspapers. But moods can change 
quickly. | repeat: We must not underestimate Kohl. 


{Tarquini] But it will be hard for the left to govern during 
years of sacrifice... 


[Thierse] Woe to any party that wants to govern only in 
the good times. It is always better to hold government 
responsibilities in the middie of a crisis than to helplessly 
watch from the benches of the opposition a crisis and an 
unfair and antieconomic policy persued by a conserva- 
tive government, and to watch the dire situation and 
bitterness of the people grow. 


{[Tarquini] But will the Germans accept an austerity 
policy? 


[Thierse] We are faced with an opportunity and a risk. 
Chancellor Scharping. in his first government speech, 
will finally have to tell the country the full truth. He will 
have to talk of blood, sweat, and tears—like Churchill— 
in order to explain that the budget needs balancing, that 
employment and the economy must be saved, and that 
national unity has not yet been achieved. 


{Tarquini] Did yesterday's success have an international 
impact? 


[Thierse] It showed that discontent does not always lead 
to successes for extremists, as is the case in the rest of the 
east. In eastern Germany, the postcommunists are not 
breaking through because we are there. Moreover, faced 
with a weak center, as in Italy, only a modern left can 
provide a convincing alternative for government. 


[Tarquini}] How do you assess Germany's policy on 
Europe? 


[Thierse] With us in the government, Jacques Delor’s 
ideas about jointly combatting unemployment will be 
listened to in Bonn much more closely than has been the 
case so far. We do not see a contradiction between 
economic, monetary, and political union and the expan- 
sion of the EC. 


SPD Rejects Kohl's Criticism of Candidate Rau 
AU0712144293 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 7 Dec 93 p 2 


[Report signed “deu™: “SPD Rejects Kohl's Criticism of 
Johannes Rau’) 


[Text] On Monday [6 December] the Social Democratic 
Party of Germany [SPD] rejected allegations by Chan- 
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cellor Helmut Kohli against its candidate for the presi- 
dent’s office, Johannes Rau. Among other things, Kohl 
stated that Rau had been pleading in favor of a separate 
GDR citizenship while the GDR still existed, and that he 
wanted to exclude 17 million GDR citizens in this way. 
SPD manager Guenter Verheugen stressed that the chan- 
cellor “is now beginning to show extreme reactions” and 
appealed to him to “end this style of dispute.” The 
majority of the population have a different picture of 
Rau. Former SPD leader Hans-Jochen Vogel described 
Kohl's statements as “incorrect assertions that have been 
refuted many times.” The chancellor had lost his com- 
posure, he stressed. This is not in keeping with the 
dignity of his office. Theo Waigel, chairman of the 
Christian Social Union, called on Rau to make it clear 
that he does not want to be elected president with the 
votes of the Party of Democratic Socialism on 23 May. 
The president of the Constitutional Court, Roman Her- 
70g. deciared that he does not want the votes of right- 
wing radicals in the event that he is a candidate. 


FDP Approaches Union on Herzog Candidacy 
AU0712101893 Berlin DIE WELT in German 6 Dec 93 
pl 


[“Welt-Nachrichtendienst” report: “Hamm-Bruecher 
Praises Herzog” 


[Text] Bonn—In the controversy over Richard von 
Weizsaecker’s successor as president, there seems to be 
some rapprochement in the Bonn coalition. 


Free Democratic Party of Germany [FDP] candidate 
Hildegard Hamm-Bruecher said that Roman Herzog. 
former constitutional court judge and the Christian 
Democratic Union [(CDU)/Christian Social Union's 
[CSU] potential candidate, 1s a “very good candidate.” 
She did not rule out that she will run also in the third 
ballot in the Federal Assembly, in which a simple 
majority is sufficient. With this she could facilitate 
Herzog’s election without the need for the FDI's vote 
The CDU/CSU does not have an absolute majority 


CSU Chairman Theo Waigel stressed that Herzog ts hus 
party's desired candidate. Herzog himself stated that if ie 
runs he will permit himself to be elected only by “demo- 
cratic votes.” In the Federal Assembly there are ecnpht 
Republikaner. Bundestag President Rita Suessmuth 
reyected reports that she is willing to run. These reports are 
“completely unfounded,” her spokesman said. 


Chancellor Helmut Kohl accused Social Democratic 
Party of Germany candidate Johannes Rau of having 
betrayed the idea of German unification in GDR times 
and came out in favor of dual German citizenship. tHe 1s 
unsuitable to represent the interests of the new lacnder 
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Herzog Interviewed on Political Views 


94ENOIS9B Munich FOCUS in German 29 Nov 93 
pp 26-27 


[Interview with possible presidential candidate Roman 
Herzog by U. Reitz and S. Reker: “People Expect 
Authority’: The President of the Federal Constitutional 
Court, Roman Herzog, Sees a Dearth of Straight Talk in 
Politics”) 


[Text] [FOCUS] As you see it, are the parties power 
hungry? 


{Herzog} No. Naturally there are individual politicians 
whe may have a closer and even more erotic relationship 
with power than do other politicians. But one has to have 
power if one wants to accomplish something in a society. 


|FOCUS] Why do the parties have such a poor reputation? 


[Herzog] That has to do with all these things such as the 
affair with the Flick donations, cases of bribery, and the 
like. That alienated the political parties from the normal 
citizen. Those are mistakes that must be avoided. 


[FOCUS] Hagging over positions, consideration of pro- 
portions, thoughts about support.... 


[Herzog] That is all part of it. Of course our fellow 
citizens often accuse the politicians of things that they do 
themselves in their private lives. I would like to see the 
German who file an honest tax return. 


[FOCUS] And you? 


[Herzog] For me it is a matter of honor but people | know 
say | am crazy for this. Anyone who obeys the law must 
feel like an idiot sometimes. That cannot be right. 


[FOCUS] There is the image of the parties as the 
dinosaurs of democracy. 


[Herzog] The image of dinosaurs is not at all absurd. Our 
society has become very dynamic and is developing 
continuously. That always requires a flexible adaptation 
to the new problems. But the more complex the system 
is, the more rigid it gets. One resuit is that citizens lose 
sight of the law. In a democracy, the state lives from the 
fact that most citizens voluntarily follow its rules. But 
how am I supposed to observe the tax laws if 1 need a tax 
adviser to know what ts in the law? The state is doing too 
much. The marginal benefit from a new regulation is 
usually zero. 


[FOCUS] Does the thought of a grand coalition worry 
you? 


| Herzog) Experience shows that the danger of corruption 
is especially great there. There is also the danger that no 
opposing political concept will be formulated. Above all 
in a parliamentary democracy, | always prefer to see two 
or three different concepts. For then there is a greater 
probability that something sensible will result. 
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[FOCUS] Is a fragmentation of the wariy system imminent? 


[Herzog] It is simply a fact that there is a fifth party in 
the Greens. And we do not know what will happen on the 
right wing. Then we might have six parties in parliament. 
That can lead to very difficu!! majority relations. 


[FOCUS] But you do not see this as a crisis? 


[Herzog] It would be a very difficult situation. But it may 
be built into our sysiem. For over 30 years, everyone 
tried to gain the voters of the middie. The camps are now 
drifting apart and the two extreme wings have 
announced their presence again. 1! was very much to the 
credit of Willy Brandt and Franz-Josef Strauss that they 
kept the left and right fringes in check. The two of them 
are n@ longer living and have not yet been replaced. 


[FOCUS] The result is a regiment of faceless persons. 


[Herzog] Today the large parties must continually coor- 
dinate compromises. The chairmen must give more and 
more consideration to the party groups. The conse- 
quence is that no one can really speak openly any longer, 
because he always stirs up half of his own party against 
himself. | can understand that this often leads to the 
much-lamented facelessness of the leading politicians. | 
would never in my life want to be party chairman. 


[FOCUS] Why ts it that there are no more outstanding 
leadership figures today” 


{Herzog} Every time makes its people. Today they argue 
with the same fervor about whether or not to stay in 
Somalia a month more or a month less than they did in 
the 1950's about integration in the West or rearmament. 
If | always had to speak in such a balanced way as they 
are demanding today, then | would not want to be 
federal chancellor. The political and intellectual leader- 
ship was easier in the time of Adenauer than it is today. 


[FOCUS] Are you calling for abandonment of intellec- 
tual leadership? 


[Herzog] No, 1 am not doing that. | just understand that 
it is more difficult today. Consequently there is relatively 
little zeal today to take over this intellectual leadersiiip. 


[FOCUS] Many are lamenting a decline of values and are 
calling for a restora:‘on of authorities. Is there an 
increased need for ii,. ?' tual leadership? 


[Herzog] The peopl expect authority. But something 
quite different is needed first: the people must be given 
the unadulterated truth. It 1s my impression that the 
populace is much farther along in its perception of the 
challenges of the future than many politicians believe. 


[FOCUS] Have the people become more farsighted, 
whereas politics can see only as far as the next election? 


[Herzog] First of all, naturally politics must always keep 
sight of current events. There are no prophets. In a time 
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in which everything is becoming so complicated, how- 
ever, one must at least have clear dimensions. We are on 
a journey for which there is no map. Everything has 
become unpredictable. In a case like this, the experi- 
enced traveler reaches for his compass. He must get his 
bearings. 


[FOCUS] So should one be brutal about naming the real 
conflicts or would it be better to take a softer approach 
under the formula “reconciliation rather than division’? 


[Herzog] For me that ts the decisive question in political 
ethics. It is actually quite well organized here. We have 
the parliament and government, which must keep sight 
of things and show the direction. They must also polarize 
and divide so that there may be alternatives among 
which one can decide. But we also have the federal 
president and the Construtional Court, which are sup- 
posed to integrate. They musi work out what is common 
to the political and social groupings in ovr country. This 
is hardly mentioned any longer in the daily conflicts. 
They must also initiate discussions that are not being 
carried on elsewhere. And there must be rather harsh 
about it when necessary. 


[FOCUS] You are giving us a description of your new job. 


{Herzog} Even after Steffen Heitmann’s renunciation, so 
far | have had no reason to give thought to what you call 
a “new job.” 


FOCUS Profiles Herzog 


94E-NOIS9A Munich FOCUS in German 29 Nov 93 
pp 22-23 


[Article by Stefan Reker: “Irrepressible Sarcasm, CDU 
Favorite for Weizsaecker Succession Is Waiting Quietly” 


[Text] “Would you rather suffocate or freeze to death?” 
Roman Herzog laughs and leaves the windows closed. 


He receives the two FOCUS correspondents in the 
pleasantly smokey office just a few hours before the 
official announcement of the withdrawal of Sieffen Heit- 
mann’s candidacy for president. The 59-year-old presi- 
dent of the Federal Constitutional Court straigthens his 
armchair and lights up the next cigar. 


The man waits and does not sit next to the open window 
to listen for the call from Bonn. On the white carpets in 
Herzog’s office, the political turbulences in regard to the 
highest German state office appear as legends from 
another world. Internally Herzog has prepared himself to 
write books in his retirement after 1995. He must now 
reconsider the plans for his life. 


He has always been called and never offered his services. 
Usually it was Helmut Kohl calling. In 1973—the pro- 
fessor of constitutional law, Herzog, was rector of the 
Speyer administrative school and a member of the CDU 
[Christian Democratic Union] for just three years—the 
then-minister-president of Rhineland-Palatinate chose 
hitn as state secreiary and representative of the land in 
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Bonn. A decade later, when Herzog was interior minister 
in Baden-Wuerttemberg, Kohl telephoned once again: he 
was looking for a constitutional judge. 


Something like that does not bother a Protestant from 
Lower Bavaria, who describes himself as “peaceful and 
well fed.”’ His life philosophy: “Not to get worked up any 
more than necessary.” But there is also a weakness in 
that: “I take almost nothing really seriously.” 


Almost nothing. He is serious about the constitutional 
staie. He gave a noteworthy speech in the Bundestag for 
German unity day on 17 June 1988. 


He rejected mythological reverence for the nation: “No 
pious shudder runs down my back when | think about 
the German nation.” He clung all the more emphatically 
to “the hope that there would be a common German 
state. A nation without the will for its own state is—the 
situation today—an absurdity.” 


Herzog is secretly pleased that he cannot be put into the 
usual Right-Left categories. In 1985, he participated in the 
spectacular judgement against banning the demonstration at 
the Brokdorf nuciear power plant. The Union groaned and 
so did the SPD [Social Democratic Party of Germany]. 


Before that, as the interior minister in Stutigart at the 
time of the ecology and peace demonsirations, Herzog 
had gained the reputation of being a snappy conserva- 
tive. He propagated arming the police with rubber bul- 
lets and made demonstrators pay for police missions 
when the demonstration was not allowed. 


In recent years at Karlsruhe, however, he liked to break 
conservative taboos and pleaded for referendums at the 
land and municipal level or for the more generous 
naturalization of foreigners of the second and third 
generation. 


Subsequently even the leftist-liberal media lauded 
Herzog as a “conservative-liberal bearer of hope.” But 
that could change, for he has served his function as a 
tactical spearhead against Heitmann. 


He faces the search for his weaknesses with self-irony. 
His greatest weakness is his “irrepressible sarcasm.” 
Thus he always thought that the only decoration on the 
wall of his office, an abstract painting, was a “black and 
white and blue blotch.” One day his colleague Mahren- 
holz informed him that it represents a ship disaster off 
Crete. “Since then I have always had the fecling that | am 
living with water corpses in the room.” 


Post-Heitmann Presidential Politics Viewed 


94E-NOIS9C Frankfurt/Main FRANKIE URTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 27 Nov 93 p 10 


[Analysis by Georg Paul Hefty: “Return to Normalcy; 
the Search for Candidates Forces Many to Make New 
Calculations”’] 
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[Text] Germany's political scene has changed after the 
renunciation of the Union's candidate, Heitmann, whose 
enemies obviously gave him better chances of being 
elected than did his supporters. The withdrawal of the 
Union's candidate has not increased but rather dimin- 
ished the value of the other candidates. Reich, the 
favorite of the small body of electors of Alliance 90/ 
Greens, does not even have prospects of success in a 
third or fourth ballot as a runoff election: Heitmann’s 
successor will go into the campaign as a candidate with a 
broad majority. Candidate Hamm-Bruecher will be 
abandoned early by the FDP [Free Democratic Party] in 
favor of a joint candidate of the coalition regardless of 
whether he comes from the Union or the FDP. Not even 
Rau remains undamaged. He must bear the burden of 
having ruined the more promising candidacy of the east 
German member of the SPD [Social Democratic Party of 
Germany], Schroeder, without himseif having any 
chance of success in the event that the coalition can agree 
on a common candidate. 


This has become more probabie. Kohi has suffered a major 
defeat and yet no ene im his party is ip better shape than he 
is. As long as & cannot be proven that he himself talked 
Heitmann into giving up, of course, he at least has those on 
his side who accepted Heitmann by acclamation in the 
Bundestag group—and that was the majority that Schaeuble 
now lacks. The party chairman cannot gain any advantage 
against Kohl at this time: the parliamentary group will not 
forget the fact that he furthered the dismantling of his own 
candidate through nebulous innuendos. Instead of coming 
closer to succeeding Kohl as chancellor, at the moment he 
could only do his duty as a party soldier. Frau Suessmuth no 
longer has even this chance. If she had not allowed herself to 
be induced to attack the new comet in the knowledge that 
she herself is no longer called and if she had not provoked 
the wrath of the parliamentary group, the president of the 
Bundestag could now try to suggest her candidacy to the 
weakened Kohl. 


The chairman of the CSU [Christian Social Union] has 
also been damaged. Waigel not only got caught up in 
Kohl's intentions but also was led away from his own 
candidate. To what extent he was beholden to Constitu- 
tional Court President Herzog is known only by the two 
of them. Waigel must now draw up a personal account: 
will the damage diminish his already uncertain prospects 
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of retaining the party chairmanship? Stoiber could feel 
encouraged to go after the whole inheritance of Strauss. 
What is there to keep Waigel from making a virtue of 
necessity and his weariness of his office in Bonn and 
putting into effect the CSU's claim to the highest state 
office? The Bavarian Herzog, who is not a member of the 
CSU, would make this claim obsolete for decades. 


The FDP was probably most attentive to the adherence 
of SPD Chairman Scharping to the candidacy of Rau. It 
rejected him as a joint nomination despite differences 
within the party, a fact that was not sufficienty heeded in 
the nomination of Frau Hamm-Bruecher. Party 
chairman Kinkel successfully disseminated the charge 
that Kohl pursued the choice of the candidate unilater- 
ally, although Kohl himself had sought to put the other 
parties in their place by presenting supercandidate Gen- 
scher. Genscher appears to have sensed what he should 
think about Kinkel’s tactic. At that time he would have 
appeared too pushy but today he can wail and see 
whether Kohl will offer him the candidacy. Otherwise 
Genscher can console himself with the thought that he 
refuses to be second choice. Herzog could take the same 
approach. But despite all the diversionary formulations, 
his striving for the highest office is within reach. Those 
who persecuted Heitmann would find Herzog accept- 
able: the pleasantness of his speech is in the tradition of 
Weizsaecker, and yet with his vitality he might offer 
prospects for 10 years. The fact that he is a member of 
the CDU [Christian Democratic Union] and thus could 
extend the Union's possession of the office to an unin- 
terrupted quarter century does not appear to play any 
role with him. Even the SPD could be pleased with him, 
for in the event of his election he would improve the 
chances of Frau Daeubler-Gmelin to reach her goal in 
the Federal Constitutional Court. 


Thus one of the rudest power struggles in the history of 
the FRG could be settled to everyone's satisfaction and 
the political class could return to business as usual. But it 
thereby threatens to miss one trivial detail: the citizens 
have also seen how they dealt with someone who came to 
politics late and had not proven himself in that tough 
business. His failure confirmed the political deception of 
the beckoning calls to established people to dare to enter 
high politics through the side door. This is not the fault 
merely of the parties but also of all those who envy 
someone clse’s success. 
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Simali Farmers Union Accepts Blair House Accord 
401812093493 Paris AFP in English 0926 GMT 8 Dec 93 


[Text] Paris, Dec 8 (AFP)—France has accepted the 
E.C.-U.S. Blair House agreement curbing E.C. cereal 
production without conditions, a French farmers’ union 
said on Wednesday [8 December]. 


The confederation of peasant, or small, farmers, which is 
one of the smaller organisations representing farm inter- 
ests, accused the French Government of being ready to 
sign an agreement which “preserves only the interests of 


the biggest producers.” 


It said that the aim of the government and of the main 
FNSEA [National Federation of Agricultural Trade Unions] 
farmers’ union was “merely to seck European financial 
compensation for the most productive farmers.” 


The union said that “nothing has been obtained” in 
negotiations this week between the United States and 
European Community as part of the process to reduce 
barriers to world trade under the General Agreement on 
Tanffs and Trade (GATT). 


The negotiations in Brussels on Tuesday had amounted 
to “total treason,” the federation said, and it urged 
farmers to harass the authorities with the aim of ensuring 
that the French Parliament rejected the compromise. 


Puech, Farmers’ Leader Discuss GATT 


LDO712231793 Paris France-2 Television Network in 
French 1900 GMT 7 Dec 93 


[““Debate™ between Agriculture Minister Jean Puech and 
Luc Guyau, chairman of the National Federation of 
Agricultural Trade Unions, FNSEA, with questions from 
modeator Henri Masure and Brussels correspondent 
Philippe Sassier in the France-2 studio in Paris—live] 


[Excerpts] [Masure] A direct question, Mr. Puech: is the 
notorious Blair House dead this evening? 


[Puech] Obviously, 1 has changed a lot. We have seen 
developments today that | would describe as very signif- 
icant. But there is no agreement. And here | repeat what 
you said: just now, you said there was no agreement; 
there has been significant progress, but for the moment, 
we cannot say that we have reached the point that will 
allow us to say that we shall give our agreement. 


We have made significant progress. We have gotten 
things moving. Only a few weeks ago, the Americans 
were saying they would not change a single comma in the 
Blair House pre-agreement. Today, we are seeing real 
modifications on the subject of our exporting capacity, 
of the Common Agricultural Policy, which its to be 
preserved, and community preference: and, considering 
this construction 1s somewhat complex, we need to see 
now how we can ensure the compatibility of these future 
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agreements with our Common Agricultural Policy. So, 
we have entered this important negotiation, which 
means that we have made progress. There has been no 
agreement, but the clouds are lifting. 


{Sassier] | heard you a short time ago in Brussels, with 
Alain Juppe and Gerard Longuet. You looked rather 
pleased. All the journalists noticed that you were pleased 
and satisfied. What do you need now for there to be an 
agreement? What is missing from this agreement” 


[Puech] Well, first the agreement must be a global one, 
balanced and durable in all sectors. You know that 
beyond agriculture there is also the world trade organi- 
zation, and there are the instruments of trade policy, 
which have to be defined at the community level in a 
way that would make everyone have the same rules. All 
this has to move forward. As | said, there is a need to 
ensure compatibility, and everyone knows that the dis- 
cussions will still be difficult, but as you said, we have 
gotten the Americans to re-open Blair House, which 
means that we are moving—and this is necessary for 
French agriculture, for European agriculture, given its 
place and its importance—we are on our feet, our eyes 
are open, and we are confident about the results of all 
these steps. But we must... 


[Sassier, interrupting] But the Americans will not go any 
further, you surely agree? 


[Puech] Just three weeks ago they were saying they would 
not move one comma. So we shall see, over the dossicr as 
a whole, which includes the cultural basket, access to 
markets—all those questions still have to move forward. 


{Masure] Mr. Guyau, you are particularly vigilant about 
this dossier, of course. If there is no agreement on this 
specific subject, are you happy with the current prospects 
for an agreement? 


[Guyau] The first thing is that it is far from enough. And 
the second thing is that we have to stop all this confusion 
in the press. One moment they say there is an agreement, 
the next they say there is not. People, and farmers in 
particular, do not know what is going on. So if | say that 
it 1s far from enough, it is because if there has been some 
progress on some subjects, we know that concessions 
have been made in exchange, and we do not know what 
they are. On imports of pork, imports of poultry, of fruit 
and vegetables, of cereals, and especially imports of 
so-called cereal substitutes, there has been no progress. 
[passage omitted] 


[Sassier] Are you happy with what the Americans have 


agreed to? 


[Guyau] To speak clearly, not to confuse people: No, it is 
not enough for European agriculture. 


{Masure] Dear Philippe, let me remind you that this is a 
debate between the minister and the chairman of the 
FNSEA [National Federation of Agricultural Trade 
Unions]. Whai do you think... 
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[Puech, interrupting] I think that the resv'lt has to be 
measured against the path we have covered. You know 
that we were way behind. We have made up a lot of 
ground. And today, we are trying to finalize all these 
measures so that at the end of the race, our farmers 
should not get a single acre more of set-aside, and we 
shall arrive at a situation in which we have important 
international measures compatible with our Common 
Agricultual Policy and not one single acre more of 
set-aside. I think, and hope—this is what motitivates us, 
this hope—that with this result, our agriculture, which 
occupies a quite exceptional position in the world—the 
second biggest exporter in the world, the biggest for 
agri-foodstuffs...[pauses} so we have, I would say, a 
capacity to face up to things, which we have to exploit. 


And I would like to say very sincerely to the farmers, that 
today, through this package of international, European 
measures, and the accompanying measures that will be 
taken at the national level, there are real prospects for 
this essential sector of our economy. 


[Masure] Mr. Guyau, do you think this call for modera- 
tion will be heeded in the rural areas? 


[Guyau] Good for you, Mr. Puech, for no extra se'-aside. 
If you can show us that the progress you have achieved 
really will end up with this, we shall then give a positive 
assessment. But I am telling you, that from what I know 
this evening, before you explain clearly to us what 
commitments have been made, I cannot say that it is 
satisfactory and thai we will get there. [passage omitted] 
The farmers want the decisions, the conclusions, of the 
GATT to be part of a true European policy, and as you 
said, Europe has to define its European policy. And so 
does France. Because GATT or no GATT, we need a real 
policy for France. And not just with extra subsidies, but 
with a real plan for farmers, for their place in society, for 
rural development. As I have often said: the economy, 
employment, space—that is what we are interested in 
today. 


[Puech] Very good. It is true, one job in five depends on 
agriculture directly or indirectly. | am saying that we 
have to avoid any dramatization, any exaggeration, any 
diktat. We are making progress. We really have made a 
lot of ground, and we want to bring a difficult dossier to 
its conclusion, and it will be concluded with the higher 
interests of our farmers in mind. 


[Masure] A very last question; please answer very briefly. 
Obviously you are following this very, very closely. What 
chance do you give it of coming to a conclusion before 
the famous 15 December deadline, with an agreement 
that satisfies all our partners? 


[Puech] I really think this is the closest we have been to 
a conclusion. 
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Commentary Views GATT Renegotiation 
BRG712154393 Paris LE MONDE in French 7 Dec 93 
p 20 


[Commentary by Bertrand Le Gendre: “Against the 
Grain”] 


[Text] For months the GATT negotiations have given 
the unfortunate impression of tilting at windrr lls. 
France, alone against all or almost all, has pushed with 
all its strength against the Blair House preliminary 
agreement on agriculture. This preliminary agreement ts 
not unworthy or pernicious, despite what many deputies 
constantly say. At all events, nothing justifies the fever 
which has seized the political class. Contrary to appear- 
ances, the nation’s future and the fate of the farmers is 
not threatened by a discussion which relates to a tiny 
percentage of French imports and exports and to dis- 
putes the solution of which is certainly not out of reach. 
The opportunity for a calm consideration of what the 
new international trade situation means for France and 
Europe should have been seized. It rarely has been. 


The renegotiation of GATT is a great upheaval for 
French agriculture and once again rouses it from its 
daydream. For decades the rural world has lived in the 
shelter of subsidies which have enabled it to market its 
products at guaranteed prices, artificially exceeding the 
world prices. When the |2 decided in 1992 to put an end 
to this damaging system by reforming their Common 
Agricultural Policy [CAP], the most difficult step was 
taken. Contrary to received opinion, the agricultural 
aspect of GATT does not go further than the obligations 
imposed on French farmers by the said CAP, or very 
little further, although there are alarmists who take the 
opportunity to claim the opposite. 


A country in which eight out of 10 citizens have farming 
roots in the first or second generation, is bound to flare 
up at the evocation of an alleged bad deal for its farmers. 
Rural life is a dominant feature of the national genetic 
inheritance against which it is risky for a deputy to rebel. 
Jules Meline [French agriculture minister in 1883] knew 
this when he created the agricultural Order of Merit and 
he is regarded as the symbol of French protectionism. 
His heirs are prolific and force all governments to 
sidestep the issue whenever the “end of the farmers” is 
planned. The tone adopted by Francois Mitterrand and 
Edouard Balladur on GATT is normal except that, as the 
years go by, such statements are increasingly far removed 
from the realities which the next century holds in store 
for France. 


This rural policy which goes against the grain of history 
on this specific point is not France's only handicap. The 
reopening of discussion on the international trade agree- 
ments has reopened the wound made by the referendum 
on the Maastricht Treaty. The fact that a representative 
of the European Union who 1s, moreover, British (Leon 
Brittan) should aspire to negotiate in the name of cternal 
rural France is seen as a crime against sovereignty to 
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those who regard European building as a satanic enter- 
prise (does not Philippe Seguin—Rally for the Repub- 
lic—see this building process as “a kind of negation of 
the right of the poor?”) 

Such rhetoric is obviously not without an impact on the 
European Union's cohesion. The United States has 
understood that clearly and has been able to exploit as 
much as possible the divisions of a so-called “commu- 
nity” pulled in all directcions by contradictory interests. 
After having their European faith shaken by the Maas- 
tricht battle, the Twelve are approaching the final phase 
of the GATT renegotiation weakened by their divisions. 
It is rather as if Brussels could play on the differing 
aspirations of the 50 states of the American Union. The 
lesson of this cacophony is clear. France must realize 
that it will in the future be stronger as a result of more 
European unity rather than less. 


With their eyes fixed on the Blair House preliminary 
agreement and the demand for a “cultural exemption” 
which share a great symbolic value, the French have 
scarcely gone any further in their thinking on the real 
issues of this quarrel. 


The Fate of the Third World 


What international order does the Uruguay Round 
intend to define? By freeing international trade further, 
the 116 GATT signatory countries hope, by concessions 
made by all, to increase the wealth of each. They want to 
replace the tariff and non-tariff guerrilla warfare which 
destabilizes world trade at regular intervals with a code 
of good conduct regulating their trade as best as they can. 


This laudable enterprise will unfortunately be doomed to 
failure as long as international trade is threatened by a 
monetary system which has become erratic. Since the 
collapse in the early seventies of the fixed exchange rate 
system decided in Bretton-Woods (1944), any country 
has been able to make so-called “competitive” devalua- 
tions, in other words devaluations intended to stimulate 
its exporis—without its economic situation providing 
the slightest justification for it. Apparently respecting the 
free trade agreements to which they have subscribed, the 
countries who indulge in this game, although there are 
not many of them, in practice undermine the founda- 
tions of GATT. Until a minimum of monetary discipline 
has been restored, world trade will be weakened. This 
provides food for thought and its importance is greater 
than the Blair House affair in which France has consid- 
erably eroded its store of confidence. 


This psychodrama also ignores the fate of the Third 
World countries and the East European countries. The 
former know that, even if they succeed, the current 
discussions will maintain trade barriers raised against 
their meager wealth, leather goods, textiles, or fish for 
instance. As for the latter, they are furious at hearing the 
European Union countries misleading them with fine 
words about the benefits of democracy, the virtues of 
free trade and capitalism... while refusing, or almost 
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refusing, access to their markets for their few competi- 
tive exports: agriculture, textiles, iron and steel. 


This sows seeds of tension on the doorstep of rich Europe 
to which France should pay attention rather than playing 
Don Quixote opposite the Americans. The situatron in 
Algeria and the recent election victory by former Com- 
munists in Poland show what reactions can be exacer- 
bated by the egoism from which these countries “forgot- 
ten by GATT” are suffering. 


Compared with this, whether or not the government 
extricates itself with honor from its difficult position 
may seem relatively secondary. Nonetheless, the lesson 
must be learned. France's ability to take up a clear- 
sighted position on the mmternational scene is at stake: It 
is impossible to enter the 21st century with your eyes 
fixed on the rear mirror. 


Vietnamese Dissident Calls For Free Elections 
AUO712144093 Paris AFP in English 1420 GMT 7 Dec 93 


[Text] Paris, Dec 7 (AFP)}—-The patriarch of Vietnam's 
dissident Buddhist church, Venerable Thich Huyen 
Quang [name as received}, has called for free elections 
for a “representative” legislature, in a declaration made 
public in Paris Tuesday [7 December]. 


Quang, leader of the Unified Buddhist Church of 
Vietnam, also said there should be a revision of the 
Vietn imese constitution to abolish the governing role of 
the communist party. 


He said there should be “an authentically representative 
National Assembly.” 


Quang has been under house arrest since 1982 in a 
pagoda in Hoi Phuoc in central Vietnam. His declaration 
was distributed by the International Buddhist Informa- 
tion Bureau based in Paris. 


The government should “organise free clections where 
independent candidates from religious and political out- 
looks other than the communist party can run.” 


The patriarch said said “obscurantism, poverty, repres- 
sion, the typical faults of communist countries persist in 
Vietnam” which he said had failed to learn the lesson of 
“the failure of this imported system.” 


French Companies To Maintain Presence in 
Algeria 

BRO712154093 Paris LES ECHOS in French 7 Dec 93 
pio 


[Report by Michel de Grandi: “Despite Islamic Threats 
France Intends To Remain In Algeria”) 


[Excerpts] Despite the threats by Islamic extremists to 
the foreign community—nine people have been killed 
since 21 September—France docs not envisage a with- 
drawal from Algeria, noted Foreign Minister Alain 
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Juppe on Sunday [5 December] evening. “France must be 
present™ in the country he explained, stressing that “it 1s the 
only country that currently shows any interest in Algeria.” 
According to Juppe, a French withdrawal would only “pre- 
Cipitate confusion.” However, for the sake of security, Paris 
is preparing to regroup French schools. For a month, the 
French Government has encouraged families to return and 
urged firms to maintain strictly essential staff only. Simi- 
larly, the number of diplomats has been reduced and the 
links between expatriates and consulates reinforced. Today, 
more than 70,000 French live in Algeria, among whom a 
large number of people have dual Algerian and French 
nationality. 

While maintaining very strong political ties with Algiers, 
France also has strong financial commitments: The total 
outstanding balance (short-and middie-term) of almost 
30 billion francs is one of the major risks for the Coface 
(French insurance company for foreign trade). 


Satisfying Financial Relations 


The Islamic threats come when Franco-Algenan eco- 
nomic relations are deemed satisfying in terms of prof- 
itability. Until now, Algiers has paid its debts “with an 
outstanding regularity,” the experts admit, though they 
insist that it has not always been the case. [passage 
omitted] 


Of course, French interests in Algerna go beyond finan- 
cial liabilities. Trade—one percent of French exports 
gocs to Algeria—which is profitable for France reached 
Fr21.6 billion in 1992, compared with Fr24.3 billion the 
year before. France remains Algeria's primary supplier 
(23 percent of imports), ahead of Italy (15.8 percent) and 
the United States (11.70 percent) [passage omitted]. 


Investments remain scarce, as the authorities opened the 
country to foreign capitals in 1990 only. Up to now, 
given the political hazards, prospects have remained 
uncertain and French firms have been extremely cau- 
tious toward this country. [passage omitted] 


Failure of Renault-Volvo Merger Viewed 


BRO712113393 Paris LE MONDE in French 4 Dec 93 
p 20 


[Report by Annie Kahn: “Prime Minister Feels That 
Renault-Volvo Merger ‘Remains A Good Solution™] 


[Text] The failed merger between Renault and Volvo was 
no longer really a surprise when the news was announced 
Thursday 2 December following an emergency board 
meeting at Volvo in the afternoon. However, it lefi all 
the players in the affair stunned. None of them will come 
out with increased stature, since this bit of news smacks 
of an unbelievable lack of preparation. 


There 1s a great temptation to blame the Swedish com- 
pany’s management. This is not the first fasiure for Pehr 
Gylienhammar, the brainchild of the merger at Volvo 
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and chairman of the board of directors. Back in May 
1978, he had to withdraw an alliance project with 
Norwegian investors due to opposition by his share- 
holders. In 1992, he also had to call off the announced 
merger with the Swedish group that specializes in phar- 
maceuticals and agri-foodstulfs Procordia because it had 
failed to inform its main shareholder—the Swedish state. 
So how could he have not been on his guard against the 
reaction of Volvo shareholders and fail to prepare the 
ground meticulously for the merger with Renault” 


Of course, the failure of the merger is far from just 
rational. “Everything was mixed up: technical questions 
about the structure of the agreement with political or 
purely emotional issues. The arguments, too, varied as 
answers were given to difficult questions,” explained 
Pehr Gyllemhammar in his leticr of resignation. The 
insurgents are not immune from chauvinism (but what 
would French public opinion have thought if Renault 
had had to be sold to a foreign company, even a 
European one”). This is all the more true since nervous- 
ness anc withdrawal go hand in hand with the economic 
crisis. One can well understand that the thousands of 
Volvo small sharcholders, and in particular, those repre- 
sented by the federation of shareholders, have demon- 
strated their hostility for reasons that were more emo- 
tional than economic. It 1s more unlikely to think that 
large investors, such as pension funds or insurance 
companies, acted more rationally. 


Special Action 


The little information given them touched off the crisis. 
The company was never accur: tely valued. There was no 
obvious explanation of any special action. This action 
was intended to protect Renault-Volvo from a hostile 
foreign investor. Although absent from the preceding 
government's first efforts at a merger, the action was 
introduced by the staff of Interior Minister Gerard 
Longuet and Prime Minister Edouard Balladur to pro- 
tect Renault-Volvo'’s capital once the company was 
privatized. 


Despite the denials of recent weeks, it was clear that this 
action was also aimed at protecting the merged company 
from a Volvo audit. It stipulated that the direct partici- 
pation of the Swedish manufacturer should not exceed 
20 percent of the capital of Renault-Volvo. One can 
understand that Mr. Gyllenhammar preferred to remain 
discreet about the carstence of such a clause. However, 
by acting in this way, he came out as the loser. The 
revelation of the existence of the special action looked 
hike an underhand trick. The backlash was all the 


stronger. 


The changes that the French government then made to 
the special action, authorizing Volvo to hold 35 percent 
of the capital in Renault-Volvo directly were not a 
sufficient compromise. The ball was rolling and it was no 
longer possible to stop i. Especially since the very 
widespread Volvo shareholder base was already com- 
plaining about being frequently presented with a fart 
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accompli by its chairman, blaming him in particular for 
his policy of diversification. 


All the most fallacious arguments were then trotted out, 
inchuding the fear that Volvo would become nothing 
more than a financial , whose stock market 
value—as people know—1s always less than that of a 
specialized group. Also, the concerns about the privati- 
of Renault were also emphasized. The Swedes 
the fact that this privatization never took place 
took a dim view of the jewel of their national 

being put under the contro! of the French state. 
i dood piemnauaiaen sibeciadion ein@et oven 

the merger nevertheless received the approval 
"s board, and im particular, CEO Soren Gyli, 
mounted a conspiracy against Mr. Gyllenhammar. 


ult-Volvo merger is also the victim of a lead- 
between Mr. Gyll and Mr. Gyllenhammar. 
the latter have been so confident in the 
he delegated to him “the responsibility for 
of the financial documents on the merger 
the members of the board, as well as 
for all internal information, such as con- 
tacts with stock markets?” Mr. Gyll was then in a 
brilliant position to mine his adversary’s ground, which 
he apparently did not fail to do. 

On the French side, confidence and a refusal to interfere 
in the Swedish affairs also led to a certain amount of 
blinkering. “We cannot do anything about the fact that 
the chairman does not have the confidence of the share- 
holders,” explained Thierry de Mazancourt, the tech- 
nical adviser for Edouard Balladur. “We could not 
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negotiate directly with the shareholders. We did not have 
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to interfere,” he added. It would seem that this attitude 
also prevailed among previous government teams, 
“especially since the links between the two companies 
were already very tight. So there was no reason to cast 
doubt on them.” 


Moreover, the Balladur t has made a number 
of gaffes. Its intervention in the Air France conflict was 
exploited intensely by opponents to the Renault-Volvo 
merger. Parallels were quickly drawn up between the two 
affairs. If the French government bowed quickly before 
the striking airline employees, which was in a dramatic 
situation, would it not do the same thing at the firsi sign 
of difficulty for the automotive group, with the share- 
holders having nothing to say” 


It remains to be seen what the consequences of this 
aborted tage will be. At Renault, everyone mourns 
“the opportunity that could have been seized.” How- 
ever, this “highly annoying” failure “does not call inte 
question the company’s strategy.” Economics of scale 
cannot be made, and instead of becoming one of the 
world’s largest manufacturers, Renault will have to 
remain in its place as a medium-sized general manufac- 
turer, The «ndustrial links and the various cooperative 
efforts und. riaken, especially in purchases, will gradu- 
ally come undone. On the other hand, breaking the 
capitalist links is likely to be more delicate. 


The real fear lies more on the Volvo side. It seems highly 
unlikely that the Swedish company will be able to carry 
on alone in the increasingly competitive and capital- 

hungry automotive industry. There is a great fear of 
secing Volvo ally itself with or being bought out by a 
Japanese company. This would be a truc knife in the gut, 
not only for Renault, but for the entire European auto- 
motive industry. 
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Segni Rejects Alliances With PDS, MSI 
BRO712141893 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 7 
Dec 93 p 7 


[Interview with National Rebirth Pact leader Mano 
Segni by Giovanni Valentini in Rome on 6 December: “1 
Don't Want This PDS in Government™] 


[Text] Rome—Lying on Mario Segni's desk at his office 
on largo del Nazareno was the text of the communique, 
still warm from the photocopier. It totaled a mere 126 
lines. But ii was tantamount to a declaration of war on a 
“government of left-wing forces led by the PDS” [Dem- 
ocratic Party of the Lefi), openly taking issue with [PDS 
Secretary and Deputy Secretary] Occhetto and D’Alema. 
“if the MSi [Malian Social Movement] opposes this 
proposal,” Segni said, “the lefi is bound to win. A law 
and order ticket always brings victory for the working 
class front.” In the same aggressive tone, the referendum 
movement leader added. “The government proposal that 
we presented last week, and which | intend to pursue 
with the utmost determination, represents the only real 
alternative to the cartel of the left-wing forces.” 


[| Valentin] Mr. Segni, you were one of the promoters of 
the electoral reform, starting with the direct election of 
mayors. What will happen now? Are you sorry, disap- 
pointed, desperate? 


[Segni} Not at all. The system is fine, 1 makes matters 
clearer. The people are happy. If | may say so, | am 


proud to have promoted this turnabout through the 
referendums. 


[ Valentini] Yes, the referendums. But at that time, were 
you not a member of the progressive alignment” 


[Segmi] The referendum front was newther progressive 
nor moderaic. lt was neutral with regard to matters of 
real political substance. 


| Valentini} You will admit, however, that Sunday was a 
victory for ihe progressive forces... 


[Segm] Achille Occhetto, perhaps involuntarily, drew a 
paralicl with 1975, the year of the Red councils, his 
immediate comment being was that this was an even 
more important victory. And it is indeed so. He is night. 
This 1s primarily a victory for the PDS, for its clever 
tactics and its lack of scruple. The PDS 1s still immersed 
im the culture of no compromise and of state control, 
within the same sphere as Communist Renarssance. This 
places a burden on the election results. | am not saying 
that it 1s not legitimate, but I disagree with it and | think 
that half of Italy dysagrees with it. 


[Valentini] What exactly are you proposing as an alter- 
native to this pole? 


[Segn:] | am proposing a national and democratic alter- 
native. | bebeve that it 1s equally legitimate, and indecd 
necessary in the general interests of the country. Even 
among the progressives, many are not at all happy to 
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belong to a left-wing arca hegemonized by the PDS. In 
the siruggic against state control, to climinate the abuse 
of the welfare state, Occhetto’s party lacks the necessary 
credentials. We, however, want to combine solidarity 
and efficiency 19 the real conditrons im Italy and Europe: 
This was not part of Thatcher's program or of Reagan's. 


[Valentini] | repeat the question | asked a fortnight ago: 
With which forces do you intend to ally? With what kind 
of majority do you think you can govern the country” 


[Segni] | will give you the same answer: This rationale of 
alliances is obsolete. Of course we do not intend to 
govern on our own. An altcrnative pole naturally aims to 
gather all the votes opposed to the Icfi-wing cartel. 
Unfortunately, unlike in the mayoral clections, there is 
not yet a bipolar mechanism, otherwise, all the problems 
would be resolved. We will await the election results. 


[Valentini] Meanwhile [League Secretary] Bossi has 


cGpened up to you. Could you come to an agreement with 
the League, too” If so, on what conditions? 


[Segmi] Bossi must consider this rssuc himsclf. It 1s 
necessary to choose between secession and Italian unity. 
It was im parliament, no less, that he spoke about a 
Republic of the North. And [League ideologuc}] Migho 1s 
calling for an independent Po Valley. There ts no povssi- 
bility of rapprochement im this direction. Relatrons 
depend on their political stances. It 1s up to them to 
change. 


[Valentini] Ir what way’ 


{Segni} Obviously if the League were to abandon the dca 
of secession and the disruption of national unity, i 
would be a different matter. Leaving aside the leaders 
positions, | know that a large proportion of League 
voters want to replace a system that has collapsed and to 
combat state control, just as we do. On 9 June 1991 those 
people voted “yes” im the referendum for a single pref- 
erential voic, while Bossi went on vacatron 


[Vatentims| On television Sunday evening [former Pres- 
ident] Cossiga called you a “democratic conservative.” 
Do you identify with such a description” 


[Segnt] Like all definitions, « docs not impress me 
greatly. | have always considered myself a lrheral- 
democrat. And | do accept that label. To those whe arpuc 
that | am a cautious and prudent conservative, | would 
reply that hitherto mine has been a peaceful and demo- 
cfatec revolution. 


[Valentini] According to Occhetio, you represent the 
“moderate right.” 


[Segn:] Some of what Oochetto says 1s nght, and some of 
it wrong. He 1s wrong when he presumes to assign a role 
to other peoplc. If he means that our pole represents an 
alternative to the left-wing cartel, that 16 correct, Bul we 
do not iniend to constitute a nght-wing polc, because we 
pay close attention to social insucs, the unemployment 
problem. soldarity 
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[Valentini] Does that mean you want to stand aloof from 
the MSI” 


[Segni] As far as we are concerned, a sharp distinction 
with respect to the right is a matter of fact. The MSI 
represents something different and irreconcilable. If any- 
thing, | think that our initiative is the precondition for 
winning back some of the votes that went to Fini or Miss 
Mussolini. I consider it a passing phenomenon. | cannot 
believe that 45 percent of people in Rome and Naples 
have suddenly become MSI supporters. The suggestion 
of an alliance with the MSI is nonsense. For thai matter, 
in France Grscard has always refused to forge agreements 
with Le Pen. Of course, you have to be prepared to pay 
a price, perhaps for the sake of subsequent victories. 


[Valentini] [Fininvest President] Berlusconi is saytng 

now that he is aiming to promote an alliance involving 

Bossi, Segni, and Rosy Bindi [Christian Democratic 

ph os DC, left-wing faction leader]. What do you think 
that? 


[Segni}] T..¢ alliance between Rosy Bindi and me already 
exists. As for Bossi, I have already said how things stand. 


[Valentini] But Rosy Bindi seerns confused about some 
aspects of your government proposal. 


[Segni] No alliance can embody 100-percent agreement. 
But, as Venice shows, our positions do comcide on 
essentials. We are both worried that the PDS tide could 
submerge Italy, we are both convinced that the country's 
modernization must not compromise attention to social 
problems, and especially unemployment; and we are 
both convinced that there must be a genera! renewal of 
the leadership class. On these points Rosy Bindi and | 
are closely united. 


[Valentini] So are you not afraid of Berlusconi's 
embrace” 

[Segni] No. If our pole is victorious, it will have found 
support from the people. 

[Valentini] What if he forms his own party’ 


[Segni] 1 do not agree with that plan. | consider i 
inappropriate for a businessman to enter politics 
directly. However, Berlusconi has suffered attacks, some 
of them savage. But | see that he enjoys very broad 
support, according tu an opinion poll. 

[Valentini] Do you not thus risk losing your leadership of 
the moderate pole? 


[Segni] | have never considered the matter. 


Northern League To Seek New Alliances 
AU0712164093 Paris AFP in English 1558 GMT 7 Dec 93 


[Text] Milan, Dec 7 (AFP)}—Italy's federalist Northern 
League, which failed in its bid to win the mayoral 
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elections in three major cities this week, 1s expected to 
try and forge new alliances ahead of legislative elections 
planned next spring. 


“The League cannot remain isolated if it wants to be able 
to guarantee political stability in the country,” Senator 
Umberto Bossi, the party's leader, said in his weekly 
newsletier to supporters. 


Though the League has managed to consolidate its 
position in the north in less than 10 years, it lost the 
mayoral ciections Sunday in Genoa, Venice and Trieste, 
a defeat analysts said is linked to the party's failure to 
align with other groups. 


Final results of the poll showed the country's leftist 
parties, mainly former communists, winning with an 
average 54 percent. 


The mainstream Christian Democrats and Sovisalists, 
discredited in the vast “clean hands” corruption probe 
after a half-decade in power, were trounced im a first- 
round vote two wecks ago that showed the country 


polarized into right and leftwing camps. 


Bossi, in a shift from his previous position on the iseve, 
said following the results that he was in favor of forging 
an alliance with moderates but remained opposed io an 
alliance with the neofascist Italian Social Movement. 


With the demise of the country’s traditional ruling 
parties, the Christian Democrats and Socialists, the 
League has vowed to move in and replace the coalition. 


“We represent the center,” League officials repeated during 
the campaign leading up to the municipal elections. 


Analysts say that in order to consolidate its position on 
the political scene, the League must continue the trans- 
formation process it began after it was created in 1984. 


The League was originally known as the Lombard 
League until it changed to its current name. Some of its 
candidates in the municipal elections held im the south 
ran under the banner Italian Federalist League. 


In order to appeal to a wider audience the League must 
also change fundamentally, analysts say. 


Mario Segni, the former Christian Democrat, has said he 
would be willing to back the League on condition it 
renounces its secessionist ideas. 


Bossi said in an interview that his group 1s not “srces- 
sionist but federalist, meaning for a German-like 
system.” 


Meanwhile the Italian media Tuesday hasled the positive 
reaction the clection results have had on the Italian stock 
market and the local currency. 


The lira, after hitteng record lows last week, rose by 3.34 
percent in trading Monday. 
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The financial daily newspaper IL SOLE 24 ORE said 
“this election seems to have spurred a push toward 
forging electoral alliances capable of producing stable 
majorities,” which in turn raise confidence within eco- 
nomic and financial circles. 


MSI's Fini Claims ‘Political’ Victory 


BRO712152193 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 7 
Dec 93 p 13 


[Report by Giuseppe d’Avanzo: “MSI Celebrates Its 
Record” } 


[Text] Rome—*Everyone who does not want a left-wing 
Italy cannot ignore that the MSI [Italian Social Move- 
ment] is a leading interlocutor.” Gianfranco Fini is 
shouting victory today and announcing that he is 
expecting to shout victory tomorrow. In the Via della 
Scrofa [MSI headquarters], they do not take half mea- 
sures: ““We have played alone against the everyone else 
and in the 18 provincial capitals where voting has taken 
place, we have conquered five municipalities. For us, the 
vote is paving the way to major political prospects. In the 
imminent and unpostponable general election, the Social 
Movement will reap a rich harvest in the uninominal 
constituencies. We will collect votes hands down. You 
will see.” 


When, in the afternoon, the MSI secretary called in the 
press for a political assessment of the vote, he had little 
appearance of defeat about him. On the contrary, he 
placed on the table all the cards which, in his view, merit 
applause and shouts of victory. 


In Fini’s words: “There is a number which cannot but 
satisfy us. The MSI is in power in 44 communal admin- 
istrations and, for the first time, four provincial capitals. 
Based on the 21 November results, the Social Movement 
is Italy's largest party in terms of figures and percentages, 
with 16.4 percent.” But the satisfaction at the numbers ts 
nothing compared with the “political satisfaction” based, 
according to Fini, on two considerations. “The left-wing 
coalition is not a majority in the country. The PDS 
[Democratic Party of the Left}, in numerical terms, has 
come away the loser from the vote, and if [PDS Secretary] 
Occhetto can say today that he has won, it 1s because no 
one else has his ability to amalgamate. The right-wing 
national rallying point which I have wished for has finally 
been born. The consensus we have at the moment ts 
something no one can deny, at a time when the general 
aim is to create coalitions designed to guarantee, in the 
next parliament, a majority which is not under the hege- 
mony of the left, and in particular of the PDS.” 


This rapid sketch contains all the youthful Fini’s joys 
and sorrows. Whilst it is indeed true that the flame [MSI 
party symbol] hav been solidly successful in the Centre 
and South of the country, it is equally true that it 1s as yet 
uncertain whether the Social Movement will continue to 
remain as popular with the voters or whether they will 
move to other shores in the forthcoming parliamentary 
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elections. Fini knows and feels that his party’s destiny 
will be played out in the coming months. In front of him 
lies a chance to make history—the creation of a “major 
centre-right pole, a national alliance bringing together 
the MSI, nondenominationalists, and Catholics for the 
purpose of national reconciliation and reconstruc- 
tion”—and he does not intend to pass it up. It will also 
require a somewhat painful operation, a lot of patience, 
and a few decisive decisions. So far Fini has been able to 
play a double game, presenting a calm and reassuring 
face to the moderate electorate fleeing the center, and at 
the same time his party's more traditional populist face 
in the capital’s down-an-out suburbs. His date with the 
politicians will force him to choose. And fast. He is 
indeed moving fast. On Saturday, the MSI's central 
committee will call a special congress, whose task it will 
be to decide which path to take. The MSI faces a fork in 
the road, and the secretary's closest colleagues make no 
secret of this. Will Fini succeed in ridding himself of the 
pro-fascist old guard and of ancient xenophobic preju- 
dices? Will he be able to abandon the antisystem watch- 
words and the old ideological arsenal—a little rebellious, 
always populist, and culturally autarchic—of [former 
Secretary] Almirante’s MSI? Will he feel up to leaving 
behind the survivors of the old power system, who wave 
their arms about in front of him, and will continue to do 
so, and who have already ensured him of their support in 
the capital and in the cities of the South, where the MSI 
has been victorious’? In a word, will Fini succeed in 
making the Social Movement a political animal and an 
electoral force which can be “spent,” as one says, under 
moderate right, liberal, nonfascist label? 


Fini, for the moment, 1s not revealing his cards. He is 
promising that he will not shut himself off in “splendid 
isolation,” but 1s stating that “he will not break up the 
MSI.” He adds: “I am not asking others to renege on 
themselves, but nor can anyone ask me to renege on the 
MSI. My call to join forces is directed al everyone, 
without distinction, League and DC [Christian Demo- 
cratic Party] included, but on one condition: that no one 
places conditions on the MSI." In any event, the secre- 
tary 1s sending signals to all his potential allies. [Finin- 
vest President] Berlusconi, [former President] Cossiga, 
{National Rebirth Pact leader] Segni—as long as he stops 
looking to the lefi—and Bossi—as long as he does not 
stop on the banks of the Po River. To Segni he repeats 
that “the center 1s an abstraction.” “Occhetto and 
[Rome Mayor] Rutelli owe him an enormous debt of 
gratitude. Without Segni and his 3 percent for Rutecth., 
the Red banners which appeared in Campidoghio would 
have remained rolled up in their containers. Anyhow, in 
the coming weeks we will have to take account of 
whether Segni is going to relaunch the centre as an 
alternative to the left.” 


Fini does not deny the difficulties of dialogue with the 
League. “If it begins to speak about the ‘peoples of Italy, 
any dialogue will be impossible. We are firm belevers in 
unity and national identity. We have to note, though, 
that in recent times there has been a change of language 
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which does not presuppose a different political approach 
[sentence as published]. If by federalism Bossi means 
administrative decentralization, dialogue 1s undoubtedly 
possible; if however federalism means the creation of 
macro-regions, as [League ideologue] Miglio would like 
to see, any talking together is impossible and useless.” 


Fini spoke yesterday at length by telephone with Cossiga 
and Berlusconi. The contents of their conversation are 
top secret. “Berlusconi is not a political animal, but if he 
were, he could be one of the National Alliance's inter- 
locutors. As for Cossiga, I believe that he does not want 
to take on a political role in the present situation.” 


IMF Satisfied With Government Economic 
Reform 


BRO712114493 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 7 
Dec 93 p 3 


{[Unattributed report: “IMF Encourages the Beautiful 
Country: “Your Currency Is Undervalued’ 


[Text] Rome—lItaly is “in a delicate transitional phase.” 
The government's plans for reform and for setting the 
state’s accounts back on the road to recovery “are 
moving in the right direction,” but “there is still a long 
way to go” before the current process can be considered 
complete, as demonstrated by the money markets’ vola- 
tile response to the latest elections. That, in brief, is the 
opinion of the IMF delegation at the end of its mission in 
Italy. The fiaal report, which fate decreed should be 
submitted to Treasury Minister Piero Barucci and Bank 
of Italy Governor Antonio Fazio the day after the runoff 
vote in Italy's major cities, recognizes the efforts of the 
last two governments to take “clear steps along the road 
to economic reform, producing a few tangible results.” 
The report continues: “Credibility must now be strength- 
ened by a clear commitment to pursue economic reform 
and recovery well beyond the present government's 
lifetime.” The IMF delegation, led by Massimo Russo. 
particularly recommends that “any new government” 
should respect the schedule submitted to parliament and 
continue to sell off the large public companies. 


Where the lira is concerned, the IMF economists stress 
that it has “clearly been devalued beyond the threshold 
considered appropriate by the authorities and indicated 
by past loss of competitiveness.” 


Berlusconi Denies Fascist Sympathies 


94E-SOIS9A Rome IL. MESSAGGERO in Malian 27 
Nov 93 p 3 


[Article by Vittorio Testa: “Berlusconi: ‘1 Swear | Am 
Not a Fascist’ and the Cavaliere Flies Off the Handle”) 


[Text] Si/vio Berlusconi summons the foreign press. 
denounces “had faith,” shouts “shame,” and vacillates 
between retreating and attacking anew. 
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“It was like a game play in which one of the pieces had to 
be sacrificed.” “In my ingenuousness, not being accus- 
tomed to sophisms and ideological poisonings.... Yes, i 
was a mistake.”” With a speech to the world, by way of 
foreign correspondents, Cavaliere Berlusconi pulls back 
on the Fini case. 


The maneuver began with an initial display of aplomb 
worthy of the best colleges, but, subjected to pounding 
questions on the strangeness of his support of the MSI's 
{Italian Social Movement] secretary, suddenly Sua Emut- 
tenza lost his temper. “Shame, shame!” he shouted at the 
top of his voice at those who reminded him of Fini's 
ideological descent from fascism, his face reddening with 
anger through his suntan. “That movement died 50 years 
ago, and Fini was born in 1952!,” he shouted, displaying 
the encyclopedism of an assembler of the proverbial 
parliamentary biographic directory: “You are in bad 
faith. How can you persist in believing that | have 
anything to do with fascism? It is like accusing Mon- 
tanclli of being a communist!” adds the cataclysmic 
cavaliere. “1 am fed up with these references to Ber- 
lusconi with the fez, Berlusconi the black [fascist] knight. 
These are Stalinist methods.” Berlusconi evokes “the 
plurality and polyphony” to which his editorial policy 
and his TV stations are dedicated in “absolute freedom.” 
His accusation of bad faith on the part of the press ts 
followed by a squabble that transforms the haughty 
gentleman at the outset unto one of the many Brambilla’s 
who wave their arms, shouting frantically, among the 
small Milanese afternoon groups that gather in Piazza 
del Duomo. The word “stupidity” and the accusation of 
having “delivered one’s brain to the grist mill of the left” 
rings oul several times. 


The left, the damned left, 1s the nesting place of the 
enemy who has managed to make Berlusconi see red. Is 
the PDS [Democratic Party of the Left] no longer the 
PCI [Italian Communist Party]? “The people, the secre- 
tary, the deputy secretary, have all remained the same.” 
People who do not have a clear view of “European 
values,” of the “free market.” He has experenced this, 
he asserts, in his discussions on “audiovisual and com- 
munications matters.” And furthermore, in many 
municipalities, the leftist alliance includes Communist 
Refoundation. Berluscons had laid 1 on thick against the 
Oak Tree's [symbol of the PDS] greenish pink. Imagine 
his references to Cossutta and “Communist Refounda- 
tion, in other words, Marxist ideology, the ideology that 
has seeded poverty, terror, and death.” Then, what about 
the MSI, the heir of fascism” It was at this point that 
Berluscon: called forth his death-and-birth chronological 
rescue of Fini, except for adding that 1f there 1s an enemy 
of fascism, it 1s he, as an entreprencur opposed to a 
system that was “statist, a supporter of dirigisme, 
opposed, that 1s, to free enterprise.” Calm having 
returned, Berlusconi recalled that his father had had 
serious problems: “Two years in exile.” 


A 7igzagging pullback, 1t was, by the knight from Segrate, 
consumed as he 1s by the desire to shift into high gear and 
ride roughshod over the hated left. A withdrawal with a 
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threat to take off again like greased lightning. “Mine,” he 
said, “was a provocation. | am and want to continue 
being a businessman.” On one condition, however: 
“That the parties and the moderate forces set their hand 
to forming a “rassemblement™ capable of countering the 
combined forces of the left whose capabilities of alli- 
ances, according to Berlusconi, raise the possibility that 
“a grouped minority could elect a number of deputies 
and senators exceeding that of a fragmented majority.“ 
And what are the moderates doing instead? "Debating, 
attacking each other, blind to the country’s enormous 
problems.“ An intolerable situation, in Berlusconi's 
view, because by so doing they are precluding a govern- 
ment cay ible of rising “to a European level and to that of 
a market economy“ and are leaving the field to the 
statism and dirigisme of the PDS and its allies. No, says 
Berlusconi: "I am a frontline man, a man of the market- 
place.“ And in the face of the danger that the moderates 
may continue not to give a damn about the country’s real 
problems and the values of the Western world, he 
("knowing the following I have) has thrown the possi- 
bility of his direct commitment to politics on the table 
for consideration. “But I hope not to have to do it,” he 
said, “because it would mean abandoning the leadership 
of a group that still needs the creativity of its entrepre- 
neur, and because | would then have to go into a 
profession I know nothing about.” 


In sum, an incitement by Berlusconi (a “deterrent,” he 
termed ii). If the moderates understand it, fine (“I shall 
be happy”). And what if they continue in their blind- 
ness? “As a leader, | could not fail to fulfill my duty,” 
that 1s, “to give to the country the experience that | know 
I can give together with other entrepreneurs.” 


Calm having again returned, the cavaliere reiterates to 
the crowd of journalists crammed into the hall of Via 
della Mercede his claim to being the victim of “shameful 
press campaigns.” He recalls the silence that followed the 
statements of the managing editor of the newspaper 
L'INDIPENDENTE, Vittorio Feltri, who also came 
down on the side of Fini. And Agnelli’s support of 
candidate Castellani, “backed also by the PDS.” In this 
case, another flare-up of Sua Emittenza’s carburetor: 
“No one dreamed of referring to his marriage to the PDS 
and to the history of Lenin, Stalin, and the 35 million 
victims of murder.” “But why should you be surprised 
that others are surprised at your remark on Fini?” a 
foreign reporter asks. “You, Berlusconi,” she says, “are 
not in the business of selling washing machines. You are 
a big-time publisher. You manage newspapers and TV 
stations'” “Yes, | am naive. But I prefer to be so rather 
than false in my statements. Had | anticipated one 
one-hundredth of what has occurred, | would have 
sidestepped that question. No, it was not an act of 
courage. It is also a problem of adrenaline. At the end of 
a strenuous day, my defenses were down.” “But at least,” 
the knight pleads thunderingly, “appreciate my courage 
in this respect: | expose myself to enormous risks with 
my statements of truth.” “What risks?” asks another 
journalist. “You were a member of P2, a friend of Craxi, 
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and of the CAF [Craxi, Andreotti, Forlani] pact. They 
accorded you protection and favors and the monopoly of 
the market...."" For Berlusconi, it is an afternoon bristling 
with barbs under the rapi gaze of faithful follower 
Vittorio Sgarbi and friend Franco Zeffirelli. “Enough. I 
have had it up to here. | joined it P2 under pressure by 
my friend Roberto Gervaso. I received a card as ‘appren- 
tice Freemason.’ I said I was returning it. ‘Either you 
make me a grand master or nothing.’ I have a witness: 
my then-editorial office boss, Vittorio Moccagatta, who 
now works with the De Benedett) group.” Craxi? “A 
family friend. History alone will be able to weigh the 
negative things of which he is being accused against the 
positive things he has done.” Among these, he cites an 
undertaking of no mean scale. “At a certain point, Craxi 
kept this country inside the Western sphere.” The 
market? “There was free competition,” says Berlusconi, 
“and we won. In the field of TV, we performed an 
extraordinary miracle.” Depicting himself as an entre- 
preneur harried by the system, the Prince, and the 
Palace, Berlusconi closes, citing the polls that accord him 
a large-scale consensus, confirms his search for persons 
able and ready to restore lifeblood to the moderate forces 
if need be. A pullback, yes, but, the cavaliere seems to 
warn, it will not take much to shift again into full-speed 
forward. For instance: The attack that he, as a guest on 
“Mixer” (the interview will be broadcast Monday night), 
has in store for Costanzo and Mentana. The two, says 
Berlusconi, “are mistaken.” 


Christian Democrat Pagani Arrested for 
Corruption 


LDO812114893 Rome RAI Televideo Teletext in Italian 
0846 GMT 8 Dec 93 


[Text] Marcello Pagani, editor of the magazine IL CON- 
FRONTO and the former coordinator of the Christian 
Democrat's parliamentary left wing led by Guido 
Bodrato, was arresicd last night in Rome by police from 
Milan. He was arrested as part of the clean hands 
inquiry. 


Pagani, 62 years old, from Moncalieri in Turin Province, 
is accused of breaking the law on the public financing of 
political parties. He was named by the former Montedi- 
sion executive, Carlo Sama, who told judge Di Pictro 
that he had paid Pagani 300 million lire before the 
general election in 1992. 


Camorra Said More Extensive Than Other 
Mafias 


94E-SOIS9R Rome IL. MESSAGGERO in Italian 30 
Nov 93 p § 


{Article by Mario Coffaro: “Antimafia Commission 
Sounds Alarm: The Real Octopus Is the Camorra” 


[Text] Zhe phenomenon has been underestimated: The 
111 clans have proven far more capable of “conditioning 
politics, the economy, and the institutions” than the 
Sicilian and Calabrian Mafia cells 
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“The Camorra has been underestimated.” In bref, this 
is the hard core of the findings contained in the draft of 
Antimafia Commission President Luciano Violante’s 
report, which the Commission is to begin debating today 
for final approval. “Repression is essential,” says Vio- 
lante, in order to free ourselves from the Camorra. But 
alone, it is not enough, he says, and urges “radical social 
action.” The Antimafia Commission president's draft 
report, citing the Camorra as the only urban mafia with 
an all-comprehensive and pervasive structure, and its 
relations with the political sector, tae economy, and the 
institutions, flashes an all-out warning signal. 'n partic- 
ular, it underlines the fact that Campania has the highest 
number of municipal council dissolutions because of 
Mafia connections: 32 municipalities in Campania 
versus 19 in Sicily, 11 in Calabria, and 6 in Apulia. And 
based on ample judicial documentation, existing ties 
among many local administrators and representatives of 
the Christian Democratic Party's [DC] Gava faction are 
under investigation. 


The Violante draft report involves Gava directly: “The 
events cited in this report,” it says, “are sufficient to 
warrant a political judgment of men who, even though 
vested with sensitive functions in the public service, 
seriously violated their duties. Senator Antonio Gava's 
relations with the local officials pertaining to his faction 
who mustered electoral consensuses for him and con- 
trolled the local administrations through organic ties 
with Camorra-linked groups stand out starkly in the 
summary of the report.” 


Analyzing, in more than 200 pages, “the structure of the 
Camorra-linked organizations,” “the main points of 
crisis in the Campania actuality,” and “the development 
and connections of the modern Camorra,” Violante 
provides an X-ray of the criminal reality and of the lights 
and shadows in the struggle being waged against it by the 
state. In Campania, the Antimafia Commission has 
identified 111 clans with over 6,700 members who 
represent, with respect to the region's 549 municipalities 
and close to 6 million inhabitants, “an outright confed- 
eration for the criminal government of the territory with 
decisive capabilities for conditioning the economy, the 
institutions, the politics, the daily lives of the citizens.” 


To explain the underestimation of the Camorra, the 
document cites a recent ruling by the Naples tribunal of 
1981 (Editor's note: year in which boss Raffaele Cutolo 
and his organization were predominant), which states 
that the preventive measures against the Mafia “could 
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not be applied against the Camorra.” And this despite 
the existence, says the document, of “relationships 
between Cosa Nostra and Camorra clans spanning many 
decades, during which both organizations have strength- 
ened each other financially and militarily, have been able 
to evade pursuit more easily, and have expanded their 
respective interests in matters of major economic and 
political importance.” 


The Camorra, Violante asserts, “is able to maintain a 
control of the economic territory and local institutions 
within its region that has no equal either in Sicily or in 
Calabria. The Camorra has strong presences in many 
Italian regions and a traditional root in Rome.” 


Violante’s alarm is amply documented. Campania “has 
the highest number of administrators removed from 
office—a total of 64—-for having committed acts con- 
trary to the Constitution. And the only major Italian 
municipality to have been declared in a state of disorder 
is Naples. In addition to the Municipal Council of 
Naples, those of all the capital cities of the provinces, 
except Avellino, have been dissolved by reason of 
inability to govern. A former mayor and 16 former 
municipal councillors, a former president of the prov- 
ince and a former provincial adviser, a former president 
of the region, five regional councillors, and six regional 
advisers have all been arrested in Naples.” 


The Violante document's enumeration of negative 
records continues in the manner of a war bulletin: 
“Campania has the highest number of magistrates who 
have come under criminal investigation, with 16 out of a 
total of 31 versus 6 in Apulia and 9 in Sicily. The highest 
number of members of Parliament in whose cases an 
official request has been submitted for authorization to 
proceed judicially against thems on charges of mafiosi 
collusions, have been elected in Campania, totaling eight 
(Cirino Pomicino, Carmelo Conte, Paolo Del Mese, 
Antonio Gava, Raffaele Mastrantuono, Vicenzo Meo, 
Raffacle Russo, Alfredo Vito), versus four Calabresi, 
three Sicilians, and one from Latium.” 


The draft report addresses in abundant detail the Cirillo 
case and the relative—and by now widely-known—DC 
political involvement in negotiation with the Camorra. 
In conclusion, Violante places his emphasis on the 
future, and on the absolute, unalterable urgency of 
“according special attention to youths. It is to them, 
prior to any others, that the democratic system must 
successfully address itself.” 
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Poll Shows Discontent With Government 
94P20106A 


[Editorial Report] The results of a poll showed a 
majority of respondents believe that the government has 
failed to meet their expectations and that the country 
needs a new government. The poll, conducted from 11 to 
13 November by the DN/TSF/Norma-Gallup polling 
organization among 1,500 individuals with a margin of 
error of plus or minus 2.5 percent, appeared in the 16 
November Lisbon daily DIARIO DE NOTICIAS. 


Some 50.1 percent of respondents felt that Prime Min- 
ister Cavaco Silva has not delivered on his electoral 
promises, while 38.2 felt he had. When asked whether 
Portugal needs a new government, 56.8 percent said yes, 
31.6 percent said no, and 9.6 percent did not know or did 
not answer. 


Most respondents (58.1 percent) said they did not 
believe the government should be controlled by one 
party with a parliamentary majority—as it is now with 
the Social Democratic Party (PSD) government of Prime 
Minister Cavaco Silva—while 31.3 percent said yes, and 
10.6 percent did not answer. A majority, 54.5 percent, 
said they believed that Cavaco Silva wants to run for the 
presidency, with 25 percent coming to the opposite 
conclusion and 20.5 percent saying they did not know or 
not answering. 


Poll Shows Growing Support for EC Membership 


PM0612111593 Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 27 
Nov 93 p Ad 
[Report signed “J.A.L.": “Confidence in Europe 
Increases”’} 


[Text] After the confirmation that EC funds will con- 
tinue to enter Portugal at the rate of 2 million contos [1 
conto equals 1,000 escudos] per day over the next few 
years, following the renegotiation of the PDR [Regional 
Development Plan] in Brussels, and with the first signs 
of a way out of the economic crisis in the EC and in 
Portugal appearing on the horizon for 1994, Portuguese 
citizens seem to have regained some of their former 
confidence in the country’s participation in the Europe 
of the Twelve and increased their optimism about 
Europe's future. 
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Men and Young People Are Greatest Supporters 


In fact, the third quarterly consultation of the 
EXPRESSO/Euroexpansao panel reveals a more favor- 
able assessment of the effects of EC membership by the 
Portuguese people. The recovery between August and 
November is clear, although the figures for the latter 
month still remain below those recorded in May. Thus, 
those who believe that the country “is benefiting from 
EC membership” rose from 48 percent to 52 percent, 
and those who believe that Portugal is being “disadvan- 
taged” fell from 34 percent to 30 percent; that is, a 22 
percent gap between between favorable and unfavorable 
opinions (as against just 14 percent in August), but still 
below the 25 percent gap in May. 


Let it be emphasized that those most enthusiastic about 
the EC's benefits are Portuguese men (66 percent, as 
against 40 percent among women), young people (6! 
percent among those aged between 18 and 34, as against 
40 percent among those aged over 55), and those with 
the highest level of education (61 percent among those 
with university education, and 42 percent among those 
with elementary education). And among the various 
parties’ voters, the greatest supporters come from the 
Social Democratic Party (61 percent), followed by the 
Social Democratic Center Party/People’s Pariy (44 per- 
cent), the Socialist Party (43 percent), and the Unitary 
Democratic Coalition (34 percent). Moreover, the Com- 
munists are the only ones among whom those not in 
favor (53 percent) are more numerous. 


In addition, those advocating that “Europe's political 
union should advance” increased from 63 percent to 65 
percent in this quarter, while those advocating that the 
political union process “should stop” fell from 18 per- 
cent to 12 percent. Among the former, those advocating 
that it “should advance faster” (33 percent) and those 
advocating that it should advance “more slowly” (32 
percent) fall into two almost equal blocs. Let it be 
stressed that, nevertheless, the number of people not 
venturing to express an opinion on this maticr has been 
increasing since May, from 14 percent to 19 percent, and 
now to 23 percent. 


The Communists (32 percent) and the cenirists (26 
percent) stand out among the greatest opponcnis to 
Europe's political union; then come the Socialists (19 
percent), and the figure falls to 8 percent among Social 
Democratic voters. 
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Denmark 


Ellemann-Jensen Comments on WEU 
Membership 


PM0612170093 Copenhagen DET FRI AKTUELT in 
Danish 2 Dec 93 p 25 


[Article by Liberal Party leader Uffe Ellemann-Jensen 
under the “Politics on a Thursday” rubric: “Denmark 
and the WEU: Hear No Evil, See No Evil, Speak No 
Evil” ] 


[Text] The world is changing the whole time. That is 
what Prime Minister Poul Nyrup Rasmussen said on 
Tuesday [30 November] when the Folketing debated 
Denmark's policy on Europe. Bul then he refused to 
discuss where Denmark 1s to locate itself in this new and 
changeable world when it comes to defense and security 


policy. 


This 1s perhaps linked to the fact that the Western 
European Union, WEU, has become a tainted organiza- 
tion for large sections of Danish political life. There are 
probably many people in the Social Democratic Party 
who remember that there was a battle over the WEU 
which set in motion the dramatic events which led to a 
power struggle and the change in the party chairmanship. 


This was a major reaons why it became impossible to 
hold a proper debate on European defense cooperation 
in the period leading up to the referendum on 2 June last 
year—and why in its “national compromise” Denmark 
was forced to express its reservations about participation 
in such cooperation. 


That is why Denmark is today the only European NATO 
nation that is neither a member nor an associate member 
of the WEU: Denmark 1s an observer, alongside Ireland. 


Even before the referendum on 18 May this year I said 
that the Liberal Party will work to reverse the Danish 
reservation. We do of course abide by the “national 
compromise” —and this means that the reservations 
cannot be reversed until a new referendum has been 
held. But it was said quite clearly that the Liberal Party 
will work to reverse all Danish reservations. 


The most urgent of these 1s the reservation which has put 
us outside the WEU. Denmark should join the WEU—as 
quickly as possible—and the Liberal Party has therefore 
proposed a referendum on the issue at the same time as 
the elections to the European Parhament in six months 
time. This would leave enough time for a debate—if 
everyone shows their true colors and does not behave 
like the three famous little monkeys: See no evil, hear no 
evil, and speak no evil, 


One of the argaments for Denmark's remaining outside 
the WEWU is that we do not want to weaken NATO 
cohesion. It was well known that in France in particular 
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there were powerful forces which wanted to sce Euro- 
pean defense cooperation push the Americans out of 
Europe. And that is something we do not want. 


But this fear is no longer valid. On this, as on so many 
other poits, the world has changed. There is now 
agreement between the United States and its European 
allies that the WEU should play the role of the “Euro- 
pean pillar” in NATO—at the same time as the WEU 
should form the defense dimension of the European 
Union [European Union]. 


The new interest surrounding the WEU has increased in 
the last few months in particular. This is to do with the 
requests from a number of the new democracics in 
Eastern and central Europe to be brought into the 
broader work of European security. Countries like 
Poland, the Czech Republic, and Hungary would like 
most of all to become members of NATO—but this runs 
up against U.S. worries in particular. 


The Americans do not want to damage their chances of 
having good relations with Russia by allowing NATO's 
eastern frontier to move to the east. Moscow has clearly 
indicated that if NATO—-and consequenily U.S. security 
guarantees—moves up to the borders of Russia and 
Ukraine, this will be seen as containment. 


In addition, the Americans probably take the view that it 
is now the nich West Europeans themselves who can 
shoulder a larger part of the burden of protecting Europe. 


That is why people are now looking for a structure which 
does not create these problems. And here there 1s more 
and more which points to the WEU as the structure 
which can be used. Already the objective is to bring the 
Eastern and central European countries into the Euro- 
pean Union, so why not also make a start on security 
policy relations with the EU? 


There 1s no guarantee that things will develop along these 
lines, But +t would under any circumstances be unwise 
for Denmark to stand alone outside a process which also 
has an effect on our own security. 


Clearly the government does not wish to discuss the 
matter. It talks about all the other places where rssucs of 
importance to the security of Europe are discussed—but 
this is irrelevant talk. We will soon be forced to tackle 
this discussion in earnest. It would after all be alysurd i! 
in coming years we saw countries like Sweden and 
Finland joing the WEU, probably with the aim of full 
membership, while NATO nation Denmark sits and 
sulks in a corner as an observer. 


The fact that the Liberal Party has proposed 9 rcler 
endum on the subject has been called a provocation. \nd 
some people say that they really do want Denmark in the 
WEU, but thai we are spoiling things by putting the 
proposal forward “tou carly.” 


If we choose the three monkeys’ tactics, we run the rsh 
yet again of losing the confidence of the people-——as 
hy ppened last year when many people reproached then 
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elected politicians because far too many issues in the 
Danish debate on Europe had been swept under the 
carpet. We must not get ourselves into that situation 


again. 


Egyptians Suspected of Terrorist Links Arrested 


P\10712145693 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
SONDAG in Danish 5 Dec 93 p 3 


{Report by Kirsten Sorrig: “Suspected Terrorist Plans”) 


[Text] The police in Arhus have requested Interpol's help 
to establish the identities of three Egyptians who may 
possibly have terrorist links. 


The three Egyptians, two of whom are seeking asylum, 
are in custody in Arhus, accused of arson at the home of 
a Jordanian in Tranbjerg. But during their investigation 
the police have found material linking them to terrorism, 
ARHUS STIFTSTIDENDE writes. 


During a search at the home of one of the suspects the 
police found, among other things, a “bomb recipe book” 
with recipes for the production of explosives. Two of 
those in custody have also tried to buy chemicals for this 
purpose from an Arhus company. They were refused, 
because a special license is needed for the purchase of 
some of these substances. 


The search also revealed a leaflet containing a call to all 
Muslims to kill unbelievers, a register of names and 
addresses of foreigners living in Denmark, and papers in 
Arabic urging all those engaged in subversive activities 
to use false names. 


According to ARHUS STIFTSTIDENDE, the possible 
political clements in the case caused an Arabic-speaking 
interpreter to become so nervous that in court he imme- 
diately asked to be released from his job as interpreter. 


One of the Egyptians has lived in Brabrand for a number 
of years. The two others, after a stay at the Sandholm 
camp, have had an address at the Red Cross asylum 
center in Odder for the last two or three months. They 
have, however, only made very few appearances at the 
center, where there are no other Egyptians living, and 
have spent most of their time in Brabrand. 


The three men, who are 28, 35, and 42 respectively, were 
arrested on 18 November and for the time being at least 
are only charged with arson. But in court last Friday [3 
December] the prosecutor reserved the right to widen the 
charges. 


According to ARHUS STIFTSTIDENDE, one of the 
suspects told a previous meeting of the court that he is an 
Egyptian colonel who fled to Denmark because of 
involvement in a political assassination attempt earlier 
thes year. He said that he has been sentenced to death in 
absentia. 
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Credibility of Bugging Statement Questioned 
BRO8 12120693 Copenhagen POLITIKEN in Danish 5 
Dec 93 p 7 


{Article by Michael Bjorn Hansen, head of unit, pari- 
tume lecturer, and former member of the supreme gov- 
erning body of Copenhagen University: “Once Upon a 
Time There Was a Microphone™] 


[Text] Copenhagen—Once upon a time there was a 
microphone. So long as Lars-Erik Allin refuses to take 
part in a thorough examination of all aspects of the 
Gammoeltofi-Hansen case, it 1s his own fault when people 
are sceptical and ask questions. 


On 25 November 1993, Lars-Erik Allin recounted the 
events in 1986 during which he claims to have removed 
a concealed microphone from Hans Gammeltoft- 
Hansen's office. Following this, Allin chose to keep quict 
about it. 


It 1s generally agreed that Lars-Erik Allin’s account lacks 
both logic and consistency. In view of this, Allin owes us 
a further explanation. 


It has been interesting to see how Hans Gammeltoft-Hansen 
and Ove Nathan held a favorable view of Allin on 25 
November, becoming more reserved on the days following. 
We demand that the truth of this affair be brought into the 
open, but since Allin will not cooperate in shedding light on 
the darker aspects of the case, others have to try to arrive at 
possible explanations through analysis. In the following 
account I am attempting to help clear up this case. If we are 
dealing with a Danish Watergate, then 11 1s a very serious 
matter which brings political culture in Denmark down by 
more than a peg or two. 


As a part-time representative in the Copenhagen Univer- 
sity Konsistorium [supreme governing body], | have had 
contacts with Lars-Erik Allin since 1985. During these 
years, Allin has shown two main personality trans: He 
loves to appear to be gn important person, and he is 
fascinated by and a great fan of the Land Army and the 
intelligence services. For cxample, he was almost 
euphoric when he had to lead the queen to her seat on 
her various visits to the university, and was at the same 
tume obsessed by the security and intelligence aspects of 
the situation. During the cight years that | was a member 
of the Konsistornum, Allin adopted the role of master of 
ceremonies at the annual vice chancellor's dinner in 
March, and at the annual celebration in November. And 
when, as the vice chancellor's secretary im the mectings 
in the Konsistorium, he had to say something, he spoke 
with such pathos and self-importance that it approached 
the tragi-comic. 


In April or May 1987, the queen was to visit Copenhagen 
University once again. During a break in my lecturing, | 
went to stand outside in the sunshine on the steps leading 
to the main entrance, unaware that the queen was on her 
way. Shortly afterwards, Allin contacted me saying that I 
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should leave the area. On asking the reason why, Allin 
told me that I represented a security threat to the queen. 


At the vice chancellor's dinner in March 1988, I ques- 
tioned Allin about his having sent me away. He readily 
told me that he was responsible for security, and that he 
was acting on instruction from the intelligence services. 
Rather surprised by his willingness to talk about the 
intelligence services, | asked more. He said that he had 
important intelligence tasks, and that it was important 
that someone kept an eye on people like me. Apart from 
being a part-time lecturer, | was at that time head of 
department in the Personnel Office of the Inland Rev- 
enue and joint owner of the Krasnapolsky Cafe. 


At the vice chancellor's dinners in subsequent years, | 
often spoke to Allin about the intelligence service and 
intelligence-gathering tasks. All that one had to do was 
appear interested and think that he was a hel! of a guy, 
and he would be very willing to talk. Amongst other 
things he once told me about a case ai the university 
which he had handled, and which had an inielligence 
angle. A crazy lawyer accused one of the Departments of 
Law of cooperating with the intelligence services. The 
department in question, in order to pul a stop to these 
accusations, wanted to bring a case for damages against 
the lawyer, but Allin had been against bringing a case to 
court. He maintained that the unfortunate Kejsergade 
affair was still a burden on the university, and so a new 
case on intelligence activities would be damaging. Was 
Allin afraid of being called as a witness himself? At the 
vice chancellor's dinners and at the annual celebrations 
in recent years, Lars-Erik Allin has busily photographed 
everyone there. A number of people have objected to 
being photographed in this way, including myself, but 
Allin has passed it off as a joke. And on various occa- 
sions he has continued to talk about his role in intelli- 
gence, his Land Army badges, and his Land Army 
medals. Allin’s intention has clearly been to make us 
think that he was an important man. 


In October this year, the affair of the students’ house in 
Kobmagergade was making headlines. The house was a 
nest of terrorists. Allin was involved in this too, and it 
was thanks to him that the affair was made so much of in 
EKSTRA BLADET [national newspaper]. There is no 
question of terrorism. After the murder of the antiracist 
youth in Sollergade 33, an antiracist meeting was held in 
the students’ house. At the time, an attack was feared 
from far right extremists, and a number of safety precau- 
trons were taken. Fire blankets were bought, and buckets 
of water were placed to hand, and eight lengths of cable 
were obtained which were to be used as coshes in the case 
of attack. Since then, these lengths of cable have lain in 
a closed office, and no one has done anything with them. 
At some time, someone has tidied up and locked the 
cables away in a cupboard, and immediatcly there 1s talk 
of an arms cache, Whilst the cables lay in an empty 
office, the law on weapons possession could hardly be 
said to have been infringed, and im any case, there is no 
question of terrorism. 
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In the instances where | have heard of Allin’s behavior, 
he has made himself out to be an important person. And 
he has built this picture up through a mixture of security 
tasks at the university, his rank of captain in the Land 
Army (he lists himself as captain in the telephone direc- 
tory), and a number of shadowy intelligence-gathering 
tasks. All as it suits him at the time, and no one knows 
how much of it is pure fantasy and how much is playing 
at cops and robbers. 


In connection with the students’ house affair, Lars-Erik 
Allin was in close contact with EKSTRA BLADET. This 
cooperation led on to the Hans Gammeltofi-Hansen 
affair, but other than this, nothing is known of the 
working relationship. Since Allin himself is not prepared 
to shed light on the more mysterious aspects of hrs 
account, the rest of us have to try and fit as much of the 


jigsaw together as possible. 


With my knowledge of Lars-Erik Allin, I cannot rule out 
the possibility that it 1s largely due to Allin’s desire to 
appear important, wrapped up in a cloud of legal security 
tasks, involvement in the Land Army and secret service 
missions, that the issue of the tapping of Hans Gammicl- 
toft-Hansen's telephone appeared as it did in EKSTRA 
BLADET. 


As long as Lars-Erik Allin is not prepared to participate 
in a thorough investigation of all the aspects of the case, 
he has himself to blame when people are skeptical and 
ask questions, for example: Has Hans Gammeltofi- 
Hansen's phone been bugged, or is this just a good story” 


9 Sweden 


Af Ugglas Sees EU ‘Open Attitude’ on Baltic 
Trade 


PM0712180093 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in 
Swedish 4 Dec 93 p 19 


[TIDNINGARNAS TELEGRAMBYRA report: “Af 
Ugglas Optimistic About Baltic Agreements Once Inside 
the EU" ] 


[Text] Brussels—Foreign Minister Margarctha af \gglas 
is Optimistic that Sweden will be able to keep its free 
trade agreements with the three Baltic states in the event 
of EU [European Union] membership. 


“The EU Commission has a very open attitude on this 
issuc,” af Ugglas said yesterday after a meeting with the 
commissioner responsible for membership negotiations, 
Hans van den Brock. 


This week the Commission has finalized a proposal for a 
mandate for negotiations for free trade agreements with 
the EU for Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania. The thrust 
seems to be that the EU will introduce free trade with 
these countries at the same time as Sweden and other 
Nordic countries become members. 
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“But Van den Broek also said that if negotiations drag on 
it will be possible to find transitional arrangements,” af 
Ugglas said. 


Despite this, Swedish membership negotiations have 
moved sluggishly recently and a negotiating session last 
week had to be cancelled. The next meeting of chief 
negotiators will not take place until mid-December and 
after that there will be a crucial negotiating session 
involving minsters immediately before Christmas. 


“I did, however, receive the impression that the Com- 
mission is now really putting its shoulder to the wheel to 
promote the possibility of a breakthrough on 21 Decem- 


ber,” af Ugglas said. 


* EC Membership Seen Diveriing Trade From 
Third World 

94E.NO132A Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 26 Oct 93 p 4 


[Commentary by economist Marianne Laanatza: “Wors- 
ening Third World Trade; As EC Member Sweden Will 
Be Saddied With an Unwieldy and Inconsistent System 
of Third World Import”] 


[Text] As a member of the EC, Sweden will no longer be 
able to import oranges free of duty from Morocco 
because the trade will be regulated by the EC's trade 
policy for agricultural products from Mediterranean 
countries. Other trade with the Third World will also be 
regulated by the EC's very unwieldy and inconsisient 
regulations. This is the opinion of Marianne Laanatza, 
departmental head at the Swedish Board of Trade. She 
feels that the most important issue for Sweden, as a 
member, would be for the EC to conclude a free trade 
agreement with the Baltic states and liberalize trade in 
textiles. 


it will be no easy task for Sweden to jump into the EC's 
unwieldy regulations for trade and cooperation with the 
Third World. The EC's constant adjustments in the 
regulations, the very short deadlines for mmport licenses, 
together with frequently imposed antidumping mea- 
sures, do not make the task any lighter. Added to that, 
there are inconsistencies in the EC's overall Third World 
policy that are directly attributable to the priorities held 
by the EC nation currently holding the chairmanship. 
For a period of six months, an opportunity is provided to 
a specific nation to make progress on issues dear to its 
heart, including matters of foreign aid. With every 
change in the chairmanship, it becomes necessary to 
shift direction with the breezes, which can be frustrating 
for the Third World countries concerned. 


It is casier to describe the particulars of a given system if 
there 1s something to compare it with. For Swedes, it 1s 
natural to compare the EC's Third World trade policy 
with our own. Compared with the EC, our’s appears 
much simpler and clearer. Sweden has, namely, only one 
general system of tariff preferences for Third World 
countrices—the General System of Preferences (GSP). All 
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of the goods encompassed by our system, in general, all 
industrial products with the exception of a number of 
textile products, can be imported free of duty from all 
third world nations. 


The EC general system for Third World countries—that 
is, the EC’s GSP—obviously involves more products 
than the Swedish. The EC does not have any overall 
tariff exemption, instead simply permits tanff reduc- 
tions on a large range of products. Moreover, quantita- 
tive limits are used extensively. 


Under the Swedish GSP, there may well be found special 
rules for China, but in the EC system, special quotas for 
specific countries on a large number of wares are fre- 
quent. This makes the system difficult to comprehend. 
For example, it could be mentioned that the EC has 
specific tariff exemption quotas for products such as 
televisions, radios, cassette and tape players coming out 
of South Korea and Singapore. The same is true for 
telephone equipment from those states and Hong Kong. 
Another example 1s the import quotas for travel articles, 
sports equipment, toys and games from China, South 
Korea, and Hong Kong. All of these products are 
imported free of duty into Sweden within the framework 
of our GSP. 


The differences between the Swedish and the EC system 
do not stop with the dissimilarities in the formulation of 
their GSP’s, but extend also to other regulations on 
Third World tariff preferences that the EC maintains in 
addition to its GSP. The old colonial ties of the original 
six EC states are clearly reflected in its regulations. This 
is seen in the significantly more generous trade advan- 
tages or preferences for Third World countries included 
under the EC's so-called Lome Convention. This pres- 
ently includes 69 African states south of the Sahara, the 
Caribbean, and the Pacific region, the so-called ACP 
[African, Caribbean, and Pacific] nations. These are the 
former colonies of France, the Netherlands, Belgium, 
and Great Britain, etc. The EC has set up a special fund 
in aid for these countries that is renewed every fifth year. 
The most recent fund, the seventh European devclop- 
ment fund, amounts to 12 billion ECU [European Cur- 
rency Units], of which almost 11 billion is earmarked for 
the ACP nations. The fund's resources are derived from 
separate contributions from EC member nations and lies 
outside of the member nations’ contributions to the EC 


budget. 


Further, EC has bilateral cooperation agreements, in 
part, with Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia, the so-called 
Maghreb Agreement, in pari, with Egypt, Jordan, Leb- 
anon, and Syria, which goes under the designation of the 
Mashreq Agreemeni. In these agreements, moreover, 
there are special trade concessions that are more advan- 
tageous than the EC's GSP, such as financial promises in 
the form of aid, which are included into the EC budget, 
as well as advantageous credits guaranteed by the Euro- 
pean Investment Bank (EIB). 
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In joining the EC, Swedish importers are obliged not 
only to comply with the EC's GSP, but also with the rules 
for import that govern goods from the ACP countries 
and the Maghreb and Mash / © ations. 


Another area of product import from the Third World 
that should be noted ts citrus fruit, the so-called exotic 
fruits and vegetables. They are not included in the 
Swedish GSP, but are in the EC's. 


These products are already exempt from tariffs under 
Swedish customs rates. The EC, on the other hand, 
grapples with tariff reductions in its GSP as well as with 
so-called reference quantities and equalization prices in 
the Lome Convention as well as in its sysiem of imports 
for agricultural products from nonmember nations in the 
Mediterranean. Added to these are the special arrange- 
ments for the importation of bananas into the EC, which 
has been discussed in the Swedish press. 


Up until now, Swedish importers have been able to 
import citrus fruits as well as exotic fruits and vegeta- 
bles, such as kiwifruit and avocados, free of duty from 
the whole world. With EC membership, it will be dif- 
ferent. Sweden currently imports oranges duty free from 
Morocco, Swaziland, and Uruguay, among others. With 
EC membership, importation of oranges from Morocco 
into Sweden wall be limited by the reference quantitites 
and equilization pricing which apply to Moroccan 
oranges, in accordance with the EC's trade system for 
agricultural products originating in Mediterranean coun- 
tnes. The importation of oranges from Swaziland 1s 
restricted by the Lome Convention's import regulations, 
while the tariff level for oranges from Uruguay, 
according to the EC's GSP, lies at about 15 percent. 


Swedish importers may be encouraged, however, by the 
EC's frequent assurances that its cumbersome system 
will be revised and simplified. So far, these promised 
changes have been postponed a year at a time. This 1s in 
part duc to the fact that the Uruguay rounds are not yet 
completed. 


The formulation of the GATT rules on agriculture and 
textiles will influence the EC's GSP and other Third 
World import arrangements in the direction of liberal- 
ization in the long run. It would be a tremendous relief to 
Swedish importers, if by the time Sweden joins, the EC 
will have worked out its quantitative limitations and 
come up with a system that more closely resembles the 
Swedish GSP. However, that 1s likely an all too opti 
mistic progection. 


The EC is debating not only revision of the GSP, but the 
direction of the whole Third World trade policy, duc to 
the fact that the youngest member states in the EC, 
Portugal and Spain, have questioned the entire structure. 
These states regard their EC membership as an impor- 
tant asset in cxapanding thei trade relations and cco- 
nomic cooperation with Spanish and Portugucse- 
speaking Latin America. 
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Spain has already succeeded in advancing the EC's 
position in Latin America in some areas. Greater aid 
funding has been made available by the EC Commission 
and certain liberalizations have been approved within 
the framework of the EC's GSP for an array of agricul- 
tural products from Central America, as well as for 
certain industrial wares from Bolivia, Columbia, 
Ecuador, and Peru. It is important to note that this is not 
a question of bilateral agreements dealing with tariff 
concessions between the EC and the relevant Latin 
American countries, but unilateral measures imple- 
mented by the EC, which the EC is at complete liberty to 
alter when it chooses. The changes in the regulations for 
banana import from Latin America illustrate tis. 


It 1s clearly not just Spain and Portugal who have special 
objectives. When it was Great Britain's turn to have the 
chairmanship of the EC, its immediate ambition was to 
conclude a new agreement with Hong Kong and China, 
as well as with Asia. Former colonial interests play a 
prominent role. The British initiative on democratiza- 
tron in Hong Kong irritated Peking, however, and the 
climate of negotiation turned cool. The ASEAN agree- 
ment was biocked. The Portuguese opposed 1 because of 
the Indonesian regime's treatment of East Timor. 


Earlier, when the Netherlands held the chairmanship, 
the ambition was to enter into negotiations with Isracl in 
order to expand the existing free trade agreement. Other 
EC nations opposed it as long as 20 progress could be 
seen in the peace process in the Middle East. New 
initiatives vis-a-vis Isracl were made during Denmark's 
chairmanship—but were temporarily shelved until a 
time when the peace plans (which have now been real- 
ized) would become a reality and the EC's negotiations 
with Israel could seriously begin. 


Germany has repeatedly lobbied to have the EC con- 
clude an economic agreement with Iran, which must be 
understood against the background that Germany has 
the largest share of the Iranian market. 


Geographic location, together with former colonial ties, 
are clearly important factors in determining which 
changes can be expected in EC Third World policy. 
While the policy of the northern part of the EC, and 
especially Denmark, 1s protective of trade and economic 
cooperation with the Baltic states, the southern part of 
the EC, and especially France, Spain, and Italy are 
protective of Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia. 


The EC's promise of a free trade agreement with 
Morocco was realized under Portuguese chairmanship 
accompanied by intense pressure from Spain, which in 
turn was connected with EC negotiations for a new 
fishing agreement with Morocco. The initiative for a free 
trade agreement with the Baltic states came under the 
Danish chairmanship. During the Gireck chairmanship, 
presumably the Cypress- Turkey problem and the Mace- 
donian issuc will receive mayor altention—regardiess of 
the opimons of the other member states 
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A matter close to the Swedish heart 1s obviously to see 
the EC conclude free trade agreements with the Baltic 
states, and to have these agreement be as liberal as 
Sweden's present t. Along with this, Sweden is 
hoping the EC will liberalize its entire GSP and other 
restrictive arrangements, including those for textiles. 
With regard to Sweden's foreign aid program, only a part 
of Sweden's available aid will be channeled through the 
EC, with the exception that our aid budget was to be cut 
dramatically. The smaller Sweden's aid program 1s, the 
larger will be the portion that passes through the EC. For 
the time being, excess national! aid spending falls outside 
the EC’s purchasing provisions for the inner market. 


The best thing for Sweden is therefore to continue to 
favor the nations included in its traditional foreign aid 
program and tie its projects to purchases in Sweden. 


* Professor Views Debate on EC Referendum 


94E-.NO132B Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 29 Oct 93 p 4 


[Guest commentary by Olof Rvin: “National Refer- 
endum in 1995; Swedes Should Vote on EC Membership 
After 1994 Riksdag Election Says Referendum Analyst 
Olof Ruin™} 


[Text] The national referendum on the EC should be 
held some months after the Riksdag election of 1994, 
that is, in late autumn of 1994 or carly 1995. If the 
referendum turnout is low or if no side obtains a 
majority of the votes, that is to say, if the protest ballots 
hold the balance, the Riksdag will have the final say on 
membership. This is the opinion of Olof Ruin, political 
science professor, who was chairman of the Constitution 
Task Force on the EC, which dealt with the issue of the 
nationa! referendum. 


A somewhat scrambled debate has once again arisen 
around the EC referendum. The debate concerns |) the 
type of referendum, 2) the date, 3) the content, and 4) the 
political consequences. On a number of points, positions 
have been adopted and reasons given that have created 
confusion and uncertainty. 


Type of referendum. As our Constitution is currently 
formulated, there are two different types of national 
referendum. One type mentioned in Chapter 8, Para- 
graph 4, of the Instrument of Government, is formally 
only an advisory referendum. All of our referendums 
up until now have been of this type. Another type, 
under Chapter 8, Paragraph 15, of the Instrument of 
Government, 1s binding in so far as a proposal is 
definitively turned down when a majority of the voters 
under certain express conditions have voted against it. 


This latter type of referendum is valid only—a fact that 
is constantly overlooked in the general debate—under 
three circumstances: when a constitutional proposition 
is already on the table, in approval of international 
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agreements that require constitutional changes, and in 
transference of legilslative powers to an international 


organ. 


Finally, this type of national referendum can only be 
held in conjunction with an clection. 


In recent weeks, Carl Biidt, if | have understood him 
correctly, has displayed an interest in a binding national 
referendum on the EC issuc. Those who, like Bildt, are 
interested in this should reflect upon the fact that the 
only referendums of this type that can be arranged at the 
present time are changes in our Consintution which are a 
necessary condition for Swedish EC membership. 


In contrast, it 1s no longer possible to set up a binding 
referendum around the treaty itself. This would necessi- 
tate our already having such a treaty. 


A proposition bearing upon an issue to be decided, 
which 1s the kind requiring changes in the Constitution, 
must be put before the Riksdag no later than nine 
months before the next election, that 1s, no later than 17 
December 1993. (There exists presumably a potential for 
circumventing this rule in the event that five-sixths of 
the Constitution Committee were to decide in favor of 
this later on in the spring, but such an eventuality must 
be regarded as completely excluded for political reasons. } 


A binding national referendum having to do with the 
proposed constitutional provisions on the EC could be 
arranged if a motion to this effect were made by a 
minimum of one-tenth of the Riksdag members and if at 
least one-third of the Riksdag inembers assented to 1. lt 
1s possible that the Moderates could mobilize the needed 
minority in parhament. The party should, however, 
remember that an EC discussion that has its basis in 
constitutional provisions must necessarily come to 
revolve around constitutional problems that are both 
complex and volatile. A preview of how sach a national 
referendum debate might shape up may be seen from last 
spring's shrill and panicked reaction to the Constitution 
Task Force's conclusion that EC law takes precedence 
over national law in those areas in which we transfer 


legislative power to an EC organ. 


Advocates for Swedish membership in the EC must 
logecally strive for a debate on the national referendum 
that incorporates the broad and basic reasons for having 
membership: peace between nations who were formerly 
enemies and the effort to cooperatively solve shared 
complex problems. 


Asa consequence, I have difficulty beleving that frends 
of the EC would want to mcur the risk of shooting 
themselves in the foot, which an all-out debate centered 
around the levels of authority and constitutronal para- 
graphs could casily lead to, In consequence, my conclu- 
sion 1s that any future national referendum on the EC 
issuc will be, despite current mdycations to the contrary, 
the type that falls under Chapter 8, Paragraph 4, of the 
Instrument of Government, that 1, the kind that is 
formally only advisory 
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—Time frame. Two factors will determine the date for 
our national referendum on the EC issue. One is 
naturally the negotiations in Brussels. In order not to 
impede the internal processes of the EC. one must 
avoid letting a long period clapse between the conclu- 
sion of the negotiations and the Swedish referendum. 
The other factor is our own political/constrtutional 
system. An EC agreement cannot be ratified by the 
Swedish Riksdag nor can decisionmaking powers be 
transferred before the Riksdag has definitively autho- 
rized the constitutional changes that are a condition of 
the two other decisions. There is a consensus that 
some such changes must be approved even while there 
is NO Consensus on the scope of these. The earliest 
possible moment the Riksdag can make these essential 
decisions is the end of October 1994. 


A possible date for a national advisory referendum, 
which has been under discussion in recent weeks, is 
ciection day, 18 September 1994. The chief argument in 
this discussion has become entangled with party strategy. 
To hoid the two concurrently is seen as having its 
primary advantage in the fact that the number of voters 
taking part in the referendum wovld be high, while the 
disadvantage is that the EC questicn threatens to over- 
shadow all the other political issues that are part and 
parcel of an election campaign. Politically speaking, 
concurrence is considered to benefit parties united on 
the EC issue and harm those split on the issuc. 


The Moderate Party, which is united on the EC question, 
has shown an interest in having a national referendum 
on the EC on the sarne day as the election, while the 
Social Democratic Party, which is very divided on the 
issuc, is Opposed to this timetable. Political strategy has 
surely influenced the viewpoints of both parties. For my 
part, | am not wholly convinced by the arguments 
advanced by the respective parties, bul in the present 
situation, attention must be paid to them and the rela- 
tionships they have created. 


From an EC-friendly perspective, the Social Democratic 
strategy 1s at once more difficult and more basic than the 
Moderate strategy. A crucial factor in the approval of the 
referendum 1s for a large part of the traditional Social 
Democratic voter core to be truly convinced that 
Swedish EC membership is worthwhile. The party lead- 
ership must make a major cffori to win over the unde- 
cided voters. It would be more difficult to do this, split as 
party opinion is, if the national referendum were to be 
coupled together with the ordinary election m Sep- 
tember. The maticr would be casier—provided that the 
adjourned party congresses gave the EC-fnendly party 
leadership its support—if the national referendum were 
to take place after the election. This is truc regardicss of 
whether the Social Democratic Party 1s once more in the 
driver's seat or whether it continues to be in oppostion. 


Those who desire to see Sweden become a member of the 
EC should logically hope for a natyonal referendum that 
is Separate from clection day. On the other hand, those 
who hope to see it reyected should raise arguments for 
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concurrence. The important thing to be stressed m this 
conjunction is the great misfortune that would result 
should the parties take to wrangling over the date of the 
EC referendum. Harmony is of the essence. 


—Content. in the report of the Constitution Task Force, 
we argued strongly that a future national referendum 
over the EC issue should include only two alternatives 
for voters to choose between: a clear-cut “yes” or “no” 
to a certain plan of action. A referendum formulated 
in this way will increase its real decissonmaking 
power, even if, which now appears likely, formally i 
has only advisory status. 


In recent weeks, interest has been shown im certain places 
for constructing several different response alternatives in 
the prospective EC national referendum. The wmplications 
of this kind of thing are destined to create confusion. They 
also undermine confidence in the readiness of Riksdag 
members to truly follow the dictates of the national refer- 
endum regardless of what they themselves think. 


The only “third” alternative that should be permitied— 
the opportunity can certainly not be excluded—4is to 
write in a vote of protest. Voters have the right in a 
national referendum to record the fact that they will not 
or cannot take a position on the matter put before them. 


—Political consequences. Finally, during the debate of 
recent weeks around the EC referendum, voices have 
been heard to inquire whether a formal advisory 
referendum would not ultimately be just advisory, that 
is, that the Riksdag would not fee! itself bound by i. 
Such vouces contribute not merciy to undermining 
confidence in the parties’ assurances to follow the 
determination of the national referendum. 


They can also intensify the factions within parties split by 
the EC issue. The party pro and con groups might be 
tempted, if they do not stick by their party's guarantees to 
follow the dictates of the national referendum, wo see to 
gctting the greatest possible number of the bke-minded 
nominated to the Riksdag. An advantage of this refer- 
endum, in the broader perspective, is to break up the 
factions, which divide parties and paralyze parliamentary 
activity. 


It must be admitted that there are two situations that 
would present difficulty, if an advisory referendum were, 
in actuality, to be binding. One would be if the number 
of votes were much lower than im the Riksdag clection 
The other situation is if neither side got a majority of the 
votes, that 1s to say, if those who registered a protest vote 
should hold the balance. In this not very lkely scenarw, 
it would be understandable if the parliament ici its own 
majority decide the outcome. 


Six months before a formal advisory referendum, the 
Riksdag must make a decrsson on the exact date and the 
nature of the clection ballot. Today, many beheve that 
the negotiations between Sweden and the EC could be 
terminated within months from the beginning of the 
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year, and that the European Parliament, for its part, may 
take a position on Swedish membership before its ordi- 
nary clection im June. 

If thes tumetable 1s marntained, the Riksdag could be in a 
position already by the end of June 1994 to designate a 
national referendum for the fall or in carly 1995. That 
decision will hopefully result in a date some months after 
the election and a ballot with only two alternatives. 


Dinkelspiel Warns of ‘Bad’ EU Package 
PM0612144493 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 4 Dec 93 p A& 


[Report by Inger Jagerhorn: “No Room for Haggling for 
Dinkelspiel™] 


[Text] European Af .. Minister Ulf Dinkelspicl said 
that there are nego’. packages that are so bad that 
Sweden would be na! le ts become a member of the 


European Union, ’ |! 


During a visit to © DAGENS NYHETER building 
yesterday Ulf Dinke. piel stated that it is impossible to 
accept a compromise in which Sweden is permitted to 
keep its high environmental standards but is forced to 
import goods which do not meet these high standards. 
According to Dinkelsprel, 1 must be possible to stop 
environmentally hazardous goods. 


The free single internal market requires that goods are 
able to move freely across borders. If Sweden wants to 
stop environmentally dangerous goods this means, 
among other things, that Sweden would have to keep 
border controls in the future too. 


According to Dinkelspiel, regional policy ts also an area 
where a failure to produced a satisfactory negotiated 
result could upset membership. 


[DAGENS NYHETER] But the major changes will come 
with membership itself and all that this represents. By 
comparison issues im the negotiations are marginal. 
Could a failure in one sector outweigh the advantages of 
membership” 


“No, it really could not. But it 1s politically wmpossibie to 
pul a negotiated package to the people that does not meet 
certain requirements,” Dinkeispiel replied. 


In the past government representatives have said that 11 
is the negotiated package in combination with the 
studies currently being worked on of the consequences of 
membership which will help the voters to make up their 
minds in a future referendum. 


SAPO Critical of Russia for Not Withdrawing Spies 


OW4ENOLISA Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in 
Swedish 27 Oct 93 p 7 


[Article by Mats Knutson: “Too Many Spies in Sweden” 
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[Text] The Swedish Security Police, SAPO, 1s very 
critical of the fact that Russia has not reduced the 
numbcr of intelligence officers in Sweden since Yevgenty 
Primakov, head of the Russian equivalent SVR [Foreign 
Intelligence Service], visited Stockholm im May last year. 


Even the Swedish Government has on several occasions 
afterwards, during contacts with Russian representa- 
tives, pointed out that the number of intelligence officers 
in Sweden must be further reduced. 


Unacceptable Number 


As long as that is not donc, there is, according to SAPO's 
director general Mats Borjesson, no foundations for 
close cooperation between SAPO and the corresponding 
organizations in Russia. 


“We regard it as completely unacceptable to have so 
many Russian intelligence officers in Sweden,” says 


Mats Boryesson. 


The question of cutting back the number of officers was 
brought up with Yevgeniy Primakov. “We also under- 
stood his visit as an introduction to a normalizatron of 
relations. Unfortunately, we conclude that no reductions 
have been made.” 


Recruit Agents 


The civilan intelligence service SVR, which 1s the suc- 
cessor to the Soviet KGB, and its military counterpart, 
GRU, are estimated to have 30-40 intelligence officers in 
Sweden, SVENSKA DAGBLADET has learned. 


Mats Borjesson does not want to comment on this 
information but confirms that it involves “20 of more” 
who are placed m cover positions m various Russian 
organs in Sweden. 


“It 1% not satisfactory that so many officers trained for 
agent recrusiment and disinformation should remain in 
this country, so that Russia, if needed, can quickly 
undertake ilicgal intelligence activity.” he pots out. 
The head of SVR, Yevgenty Primakov, visited Stock- 
holm a year and a half ago. The visit was a link im the 
SVR's attempts to improve the stramed relations with 
security and intelligence services in the West. 


During the Soviet period the KGB and GRU had a large 
number of intelligence officers in Sweden 


Mescow Trip Canceled 


After the failed coup in Moscow im August 1991, and up to 
Yevgeny Primakov's vest on the spring of 199). the KGW 
SVR had considerably reduced its representation in 
Sweden. No cutback took place for the GRU. however 
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Swedish displeasure over the failure to lower further the 
number of intelligence officers in Sweder after Prima- 
kov's -isit has led, among other things, to Mats Borjes- 
son's decision to cancel a trip to Moscow to meet with 
the SVR chief. 


The intent was for Borjesson to participate in an official 
mecting last fall together with National Police Comms- 
sioner Bjorn Eriksson. Borjyesson chose to stay home, 
however. 


International ( cooperation 


“We had anticipated further reductions on the SVR side, 
as well as on the GRU side, although Primakov ts not 


personally responsible for the GRU 's representation.” 


“The fact that this has not occurred places us in a 
difficult situation,” says the SAPO chief and refers to the 
need for international cooperation. 

On the Swedish side there 1s interest in this cooperation 
partly in order to counteract terrorism and the spread of 
nuclear weapons technology. 


“There is a common interest in exchanging information 
in these areas. But | find it very hard to see that we would 
be able to develop close cooperation with a country that 
IS SO UNSeNSItIVe to Our proposals.” says Mats Borjesson. 


“What is happening insicad 1s more an expression of 
Russia's opinion that it needs a major intelligence 
apparat in Sweden.” 


Open Sources 


In its terme the Soviet Union carried out intensive intel- 
higence activity in Sweden. Over the years a number of 
Soviet diplomats were declared persona non grata, unde- 
sirable, by the Swedish Government and were forced to 
leave the country. 


Over the most recent year the intelligence officers who 
are tied to official Russian organs have changed their 
behavior considerably. They are working more with 
open sources, and SAPO has not been able to determine 
that they are involved in any illegal activity. 


Depends on Support 


“It 1s in Russia's interest to act mm a manner that docs not 
cause critecrsm i the West. After all, Russa 1s depen- 
dent on the sugport of the West. The intelligence organs 
are therefore likely to have been ordered to minimize the 
risk of triggering reactions from our side.” says Mats 
Boryesson. 


Bildt Views Scandinavian Security Issues 


LD0712202493 Stockholm Radio Sweden in Swedish 
1645 GMT 7 Dec 93 


[Text] Premier Carl Bildt spoke today at the Royal 
Swedish Academy of Military Scrences about Swedish 
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security policy, according to the premier i can be risky 
for Sweden te remain outside the cooperation of the 
European Unmion. 


ee See eee “ae See on™. there 1s no 

doutt that the common forcign and security policy 
means, with Norway, Sweden and Finland as members, 
a security bonus for Northern Europe which can become 
important im a ceriain situation. | also think that it 1 
important that we can be there and influence this policy 
ang give this policy a clear Northern European dimen- 
sion from the start, because this makes the policy more 
important for us and it means that it can have a stronger 
affect in preserving stability and peace also in our part of 
Europe. 


[Correspondent Boerye Remdah!] So it strengthens Swe- 
den's security” 


[Biidt] It strengthens the security of Sweden, it strengthens 
the security of Northern Europe, and it strengthens the 
security of the Nordic countries. And it means, in a sense, a 
more exposed situation for the Nordic countries and for 
Sweden in another situation, if for any reason we choose to 


[Remdah!] But only Sweden detends Sweden, it 15 nov- 
mally said? 


[Bildt] Only Sweden defends Sweden. and freedom of 
alliances will certainly remain. What | am talking about 
1s more poletycal, a political security bonus which cxrsts 
in this cooperation, which 1s of the kind whose impor- 
tance | don't think anybody can disregard m tense 
situations. | am absolutely convinces that it will be of 
great importance and it would *e a concern if the 
Northern European arca-—Norway, Sweden, and Fin- 
land—werc outside this. 


{Remdah!] The premier gave his speech afier recently 
having visited Moscow and Washington, and he said that 
Sweden 1s now considered to be a country which has 
both the will and the potential to play a more important 
role in building new peace arrangements and solving old 
problems in the changing Europe. If carlier we were 
sometimes considered as arrogantly unobtrusive, now 
we are considered to be more and more competently 
engaged im these questions which are so important for 
the future of the whole of Europe, Premicr Bildt said in 
his speech. Bild sees i as important for security im the 
Nordic countnes that Sweden, Norway. and Finland 
associate themscives inside the European Limon, but 1 
present Nord:. membership of the union seems to be 
very uncertain. 


[Bildt} All the Nordic countries, that 1s Norway, Sweden. 
and Finland, are secking the solution | am talking about 
There 18 a very strong basis for those who scriouwsdy deal 
with security polkcy questions in all these three countnes 
I think that those concerns | have for what would happen 
if we were not allowed to join the security bonus, this is 
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a concern shared by almost everyone in the Nordic 
countries who deals with these questions. [end 
recording] 


JAS Crash Seen Delaying Eurofighter 


VIE NOI3SB Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in 
Swedish 31 Oct 93 p8 


{Article by Sune Olofson: “Foreign Confidence in JAS 
Remains” | 


| Teat] The crash of the JAS [multirole combat aircraft] 
on Langholmen in Stockholm has not had a negative 
impact on the world’s defense politicians and key muili- 
tary persons. Confidence in Saab and the Swedish 
defense industry remains high. That 1s shown by a study 
by the opinion research institute Opticom Business 
Access undertaken for SVENSKA DAGBLADET. 


The study. which was undertaken one month after Lars 
Radestrom’s ejection on 8 August from the plane that 
crashed over Riddarfjarden, shows that as many as 93 
percent of the defense politicians and high officers in key 
positions in 23 countries interviewed do not consider i 
particularly remarkable that the second specimen of Saab's 
pride—39 Gripen—went down in central Stockholm. 


Natural Component 


“The majority are ©. the opinion that these kinds of 
crashes are natu: u components in the development of 
highly sophisticated combat aircraft and one does not 
think that Saab has set its sights too high with the JAS 
project.” says Mikael Selling at Opticom, an interna- 
tional analysis and research firm in Stockholm. 


SVENSKA DAGBLADET gave Opticom the task of 
undertaking an international opimon analysis of the 
Swedish defense industry, the confidence in which has 
been questioned in Sweden after the JAS crash 


Ihe study shows that confidence abroad in Saab, Botors. 
Eriessons, Kockums, and the other defense industrnes 1s 
still very high 


Seventy-four politicians on defense committees and in 
defense ministnes, as well as officers acting as buyers 
and evaluators of defense material, have been asked 1n a 
small and well-defined target group 


I he questions involved general knowledge of the defense 
industry. weapon systems, the industry's international 
competitive strength, and future potential and whether 
the companies are perceived as good or bad suppliers to 
the detense forces of the 23 nations 


Officers Know Viore 


The Swedish defense industry 1s consistently associated 
with high quality and technology. One politician in 


Lurope belreves that the quality can be compared to that 
of the United States, but poimts out that the India 
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howitzer business resulted in certain political complica- 
uions. An officer in Asia wishes for broader cooperation 
with the Swedish defense industry. 


Saab and Bofors are the two most well-known compa- 
nies, 39 Gripen, Viggen, and the Carl-Gustaf antitank 
rifle the most well-known products. One politician who 
was asked is of the opinion that the U.S. F16 arrcraft 1s 
Swedish, however. Without exception, the officers have 
more knowledge of Swedish weapons than the politicians 
interviewed. 


Seventy percent of all those asked who have special 
knowledge of Swedish weapon systems state that the 
weapons meet their expectations. 


Seventy-seven percent think that the defense industry's 
technical competitive ability 1s very high or high. On the 
other hand, only 45 percent say that the industry's 
economic competitive atulity is high. One European 
officer underlines that the Swedish defense mndustry 
lacks integration with the weapon systems of other 
countnes and that this 1s a reason for losing markets. 


Seventy-five percent describe the industry's future 
potential in positive terms and &4 percent think of the 
Swedish companies as good suppliers. Many ask for 
more cooperation with Europe and also products tor 
both military and civilian application. The politicians 
are somewhat more pessimistic than the officers 
regarding the future potential. 


Kegulations No Obsiacie 


One might think that the Swedish system of regulations 
for arms export might be seen as an obstacle to foreign 
buvers. But this 1s not the case 


Seventy-seven percent of the officers and 60 percent of 
the politicians see no mayor difficulties in arms ship- 
ments from Sweden. OF all those asked, only 10 percent 
beheve that the export regulations represent a hindrance 
To the question of whether Sweden 1s a realistic supplier, 
as many as 92 percent of the officers reply ves 


More than 40 percent also do not see the Swedish 
nonahignment as an obstacle to purchasing Swedish 
detense materiel, Twenty percent say ves to the question, 
while 10 percent think that the neutrality plays no role at 
all. However, one European officer warns that yomung 
NATO could lead to poorer competitive ability 


JAS Crash Delays Competitor Furofighter 


The JAS crash delays not only the JAS project but also its 
competitor, the Eurofighter 2000, which has not vet been 
airborne. An anticipated tirst fight on Germany thes tall 
has been postponed until March of neat year at the 
carliest 


The reason, among others, 1s that the JAS crash has led 
to a technical reevaluation of the electronic control 
system of the Eurofipghter, which 1s reminiscent of that 
on the JAS 39 Gripen. It was the control system which 
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caused the JAS crash on 8 August this year. According to 
the plans, Saab test flights are to be resumed in mid- 
November, a delay of about five months. 


Absolute Confidence 


Representatives of the European combat aircraft 
Eurofighter, which is being developed by the aircraft 
industnes of Germany, Italy, Great Britain, and Spain, 
report that the first flight will not be permitted until the 
technicians have “absolute confidence in the software of 
the control systems’ computers.” 


Just as a Model 


A spokesman for Saab Military Aircraft in Linkoping 
tells SVENSKA DAGBLADET that Saab has not trans- 
mitted any technical experience regarding the control 
system to the Eurofighter, but it 1s likely, on the other 
hand, that the Eurofighter project has read the report by 
the crash commission on the causes for the JAS crash. 


Eurofighter, a projyec. which is calculated to cost 48 
billion dollars in development alone, is already two years 
behind schedule. The idea was for the Eurofighter, 
which, just as the 39 Gripen, is an inherently unstable 
aircraft, to have its maiden flight in 1991. When that was 
not possible, the hopes were shifted to the international 
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air show in Farnborough the following years, but there 
the aircraft was only presented as a life-size plastic 
model. 


Now, the question 1s whether the technical problems can 
be solved before Farnborough in September 1993. The 
Eurofighter, which will the 39 Gripen’s biggest compet- 
itor in the 2000's, not only has problems with the control 
system but also with a principal generator and a control 
gear box. 


It is the company GEC Marconi Avionics in Great Britain, 
in this connection a subcontractor for Deutsche Acrospace, 
that has the principal responsibility for the software in the 
control system's computers. The problem with the control 
system has resulted in many and time-consuming meetings 
and technical evaluations as well as tensions between the 
technical groups of the four countries. 


Minor Disappointment 


What remains 1s the objective of being able to initiate 
full series production of the Eurofighter around 1997. 
Great Britain's Secretary of State for Defense Malcolm 
Rifkind has described the most recent delay as a “minor 
disappointment.” 
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Government Denies Plan Exists for Cyprus 
Solution 


NC0712131493 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1130 GMT 7 Dec 93 


[Excerpt] Government spokesman loannis Kasoulidhi, 
today rejected a report published in the Athens news- 
paper ETHNOS on a seven-point plan for a Cyprus 
solution. The spokesman said that most of the points 
noted in the ETHNOS report are ideas that have been 
expressed in the National Council. However, he added 
that the points do not form a document. Kasoulidhis 
said that some of the ideas will be included im the 
proposal that President Glavkos Kliridhis will submit to 
the UN secretary general regarding military disengage- 
ment. He also suade 1 clear that there was no exchange of 
views in Athens on any proposal regarding the lifting of 
Greece's reservations about Turkey's efforts to promote 
its relations with the European Union. 


Replying to a question about Turkey's protest to the 
United Nations, the government spokesman said that an 
answer to the positions expressed by Turkey will be given 
to the United Nations in a letter from President Kliri- 
dhis to the secretary general. [passage omittied] 


Diplomats View Turkish Protests on Defense 
Policy 


NCO0712215993 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 2000 GMT 7 Dec 93 


[Text] Foreign diplomatic sources in Nicosia have told 
the Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation [(CyBC] that the 
Greek-Cyprot decision to establish a joint defensive 
area 18 an issue between these two countries alone. The 
foreign diplomats were commenting on Turkish protests 
to the United Nations and NATO. 


In a letter to the UN secretary general, the Turkish 
Government said among other things that the announce- 
ment of a joint defense doctrine could affect the mter- 
communal talks. The foreign diplomats in Nicosia con- 
firmed that after the so-called election in the 
pseudostate, Western countries will focus on Ankara so 
that it exerts its influence on the Turkish Cypriot lead- 
ership to attend the talks without any demands that will 
endanger the dialogue procedure 


Commenting on a remark that this may give Turkey an 
alibi, the same sources told CyBC that the turn toward 
Ankara constitutes a recognition of Turkey's role and 
responsibility for creating the current situation. They 
also said intervention with Ankara became possible 
because of Turkish Prime Minister Tansu Ciller’s stance 
in her talks with President Bill Clinton in Washington 
The foreign diplomats mentioned that they believe Ciller 
wants progress on the Cyprus issue and credit her with a 
willingness to clear things up im the occupied area 
immediately after the so-called clection 
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PKK Militants Reportedly Allowed to Setile in 
Cyprus 
NC0812160393 Nicosia KIBRIS in Turkish 7 Dec 93 p 1 


[Text] Nicosia (A.A.)—It has been ascertained that the 
Greek Cypriot Administration has embraced the Kur- 
dish Workers Party [PKK], which is being expelled from 
Europe as a result of Turkey's effective imitiatives. Reli- 
able sources have said that some 200 members and 
sympathizers of the PKK who escaped from Turkey 
together with their families some time ago, have arrived 
and settled in the Tahtakale quarter in the Greek Cypriot 
part of Nicosia as a result of the agreement reached 
between the Greek Cypriot Administration and the PKK 
of January 1990. The Greek Cypriot Administration has 
allocated funds to them in the form of “social aid” and 
allowed them to engage in trade. 


The same sources have said that some of the separatist 
militants have opened restaurants in Limassol to estab- 
lish a financial income. They have also said that the 
militants have been allowed to train om the facilities 
ASALA [Armenian Secret Army for the Liberation of 
Armenia] used in the “Mahera” and “Stavrovoun: 
areas on the Trodos mountains in the past. 


COMAR’s Election Poll Results in North 
Reported 

NCOO712208193 Nicosia ALIBRIS in Turkish 4 Dec 93 
pp i, 3 


[Text] The outcome of the second public opinion poll 
COMAR [Cyprus Opinion and Market Research Com- 
pany Limited], which 1s the only screntific research 
company in the TRNC [Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus}, held from 27 to 29 November has been made 
public. The research, which was based on the comes 
dental selection method in accordance with the number 
of ballot boxes mn the urban and rural areas, mdicated 
that the National Unity Party [NUP] leads the race with 
the support of 28.2 percent of the clectorate im the 
country, The NUP commanded 24.1 percent of the 
support of the voters om the first opinion poll, which was 
held from 13 to 15 November. It has increased its votes 
by 4.1 percent since then. However, the NUP, which has 
been in power since 1976, has to secure 46 percent of the 
votes to be able to establish the government by itself 


The NUP was tollowed by the Democratic Party [DP]. 
which was established by a group of deputies who 
resigned from the NUP some time ago. The DP com 
manded 23.9 percent of the votes during the first opinion 
poll, It has increased its strength by 3 percent im three 
electoral regions from the time of the first poll 


The right-wing NUP and DP were followed by the 
left-wing Republican Turkish Party [RTP] and the Com 
munal Liberation Party (CLP), The RTP has mereased 
1s strength from 12.3 percent to 18.3 percent im the 
entire country between COMAR’s two opimion polls 
The CLP 1s behind the RTP with 11 percent of the vote 





ox CYPRUS 


The outcome of the first opinion poll indicated that the 
CLP commanded the support of 9.2 percent of the 
electorate. That party has increased its strength by 1.8 
percent. 


While the countdown continues for the early elections to 
the 50-member TRNC Republican Assembly on 12 
December, the outcome of the poll has indicated that the 
large number of undecided voters has significantly 
decreased. Some 28.2 percent of the voters said thai they 
were unable to decide the party they will vote for in the 
first opinion poll. COMAR’s second poll results indi- 
cated that only 7.1 percent of the voters were still 
undecided. Some 4.5 percent of the respondents said 
that they did not wish to reply to the question on which 
party they intend to support in the elections. 


According to the piciure created by the fal! in the 
percentage of undecided voters, some | 2.5 percent of the 
16.6 percent of the voters, who have decided the party 
they will vote for, did not prefer the NUP and the DP. 
The undecided voters (7.1 percent) and those who have 
refrained from disclosing their preferences, are expected 
to make up their minds a few days before the election. 
That will significantly raise the percentage of participa- 
tion in the election. 
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COMAR'’s poll results have indicated that the remaining 
three political parties command an overall 4 percent of 
the votes. 


According to the assessment of the poll results, the NUP 
is the leading political party in both the urban and rural 
areas. That party is supported by 27.3 percent of the 
electorate in urban areas and by 28.9 percent in the rural 
areas. The DP is supported by 27 percent of the clec- 
torate in the urban areas and by 26.9 percent in rural 
areas, the RTP is supported by 14.9 percent of the 
electorate in the urban areas and by 20.9 in rural areas, 
the CLP 1s supported by 12 percent of the electorate in 
the urban areas and by 10.3 percent im rural areas, and 
the remaining three parties are supported by an overall 4 
percent in both the urban and rural areas. 





The Votes the Political Parties Command in the TRNC 
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Spokesman Denies Violation of Macedonian 
Airspace 

NC0712223493 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greck 2200 GMT 7 Dec 93 


[Text] Government spokesman Evangelos Venizelos 
tonight described as unfounded reports from Skopje 
about an alleged violation of the state's airspace by a 
Greek fighter airplane. He added that the fabrication of 
such reports confirms Skopje’s provocative tactics. 


pene To Consider NATO Headquarters 
ssue 


NCO812104193 Athens 1 KATHIMERINI in Greek 7 
Dec 93 p 4 


[Report by Y. Th. Dhaskalopoulos| 


[Text] The Greek Government will not take a negative 
stance on the procedure for the establishment of a 
NATO headquarters in Greece during the NATO 
Defense Ministers mecting that will open in Brussels 
tomorrow. It 1s expected, however, to rarse the issue in 
ihe form of a “new formula” that will be connected to 
developments in the Balkans and to the new needs 
arising from the region's military plans, so Greece can 
achieve its political goal—the definition of the limits of 
responsibility by a subdivision of the air zones 


In any case, military sources believe that because Turkey 
will oppose such a setilement, the government should 
disregard its reservations and promote the establishment 
of a NATO headquarters. 


Remember that in December 1992, the New Democracy 
government agreed to the establishment of a land head- 
quarters provided that it cover the entire Greek territory 
and the air subdivision without defining limits of 
responsibility. The government then asked for two spe- 


cific conditions that would apply to all the subdivisions 
of the new NATO wing. According to these conditions: 
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1. No arrangement regarding NATO's operational 
demands (and exercises) will be implemented if it con- 
travenes our national rights and responsibilities for 
defense, sovereignty, and security. 


2. No NATO settlement or procedure will be approved 
without prior consultations with the interested states. 
According to this condition, the affected party can 
suspend the procedure at any time if it deems that its 
interests are al stake. 


Responsibility Limits 


Immediately after taking over, the PASOK [Panhellenic 
Socialist Movement] Government linked the issue of a 
NATO headquarters to the definition of the limits of 
responsibility for the air subdivision. 


Political observers mentioned that the government ts 
expected to agree to the establishment of a headquarters 
if the prerequisites for guarantecing national interests 
and the security of the national air space are fulfilled. 
Defense Minister Yerasimos Arsenis recently made a 
Statement in this regard. 


The establishment of the NATO Rapid Reaction Forces 
(RRF) headquarters on the southern wing will play a 
significant role in the procedure for setiling the issuc. 


The meeting of defense ministers will conclude with two 
meetings: the Plenary Session and the Restricted Session 
[previous two words in English) with only the participa- 
tion of ministers and a counselor from every member 
state. 


The issues that will be discussed at the Restricted Session 
include the headquarters issue, cooperation in out- 
of-area operations [previous four words in English], 
dealing with the distribution of weapons of mass destruc- 
tion, and cooperation to preserve peace. 


The results of the meeting (no minutes are being kept) 
will be discussed at the Plenary Session, which will also 
make an annual review and discuss the alliance’s struc- 
ture and the level of available forces. 
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Mentese Welcomes European Moves Against PKK 


140612204793 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 6 Dec 93 


{[Announcer-read report over video] 


[Text] Intersor Minister Nahit Mentese said that the 
terrorist PKK [Workers Party of Kurdistan] organiza- 
tion cannot find shelter in Europe any more. We expect 
that similar conditions will be created by countres 
neighboring southeastern Turkey, he said. 


Speaking to reporters in Istanbul, Mentese described as a 
pleasing development the ban on PKK activities in 
Europe. He stressed that the government 1s making great 
efforts to prevent terrorism. He added: 


{Begin Mentese recording] As I have been saying, we are 
breaking the back of the PKK. | want to make a 
suggestion to the PKK members: | call on them to 
surrender and to benefit from the law of repentance. In 
this way, they can save their lives. [end recording] 


PKK Leader Reportedly Takes Refuge in Cyprus 


NVO0712215693 Istanbul YENI GUNAYDIN in Turkish 
S Dec 93 p 13 


[Text] The PKK [Workers Party of Kurdistan] leader 
Abdullah Ocalan. who first set up base in Lebanon's 
al-Biga’ valley and when this place was discovered 
settled in Syria. 1s continuously changing his location 
Cornered by Syria, Apo [alias for Abdullah Ocalan] has 
now taken refuge im a terror base in south Cyprus 


Apo, who, for years, carried out bloody operations mn 
Turkey. mostly m the southeast, and killed many people 
indiscriminately, previously set up camp in the al-Biga’ 
valley. When this camp was discovered—in tt the terror- 
ists trained and readied for bloody operations—the 
Lebanese Grovernment asked him to leave the valley 
Apo moved to Barr Ilyas further west. He was in contact 
with the Damascus government 


“I Might Move to Athens” 


This regal existence for Apo, who occasionally visited 
Damascus and hid himself in places unknown even to hrs 
men, ended when relations improved between Syria and 
Turkey. With no way out, Ocalan announced he was 
thinking of moving to Greece or Armenia. He even told 
CGireck reporters that he might move to Athens, but 
currently faced a security problem 


He Kled to Cyprus 


Well and truly cornered, Ocalan has now taken refuge in 
a terror den m south Cyprus. The Melkonian seminary 
lthere 1s no Melkonian seminary, but there 1s a Melko- 
man Educational Institute in Cyprus), which for years 
served the Armenian terror organization ASALA [Arme- 
nian Secret Army for the Liberation of Armenia], has 
become the new base for Apo and the PKK. In addition 
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to welcoming this bloody terror organization, the Meiko- 
nian seminary considers it its duty to inculcate Turkish 
enmity in its students. 


Apo, who has taken refugee in the Melkonian seminary, 
1S issuing his operational orders to his bloody terrorists 
from this place; he is directing the organization from this 
place. According to available information, Apo 1s using 
an advanced 56-channel computerized wirciess kit to 
link up with any place he likes. The commanders in 
Botan (Surt region), Amet (Diyarbakir, Mus, Bingol), 
Garzan (Batman), Dersim (Tunceli), and Serhat (Erzu- 
rum, Kars) are carrying out their bloody operations in 
line with orders coming from south Cyprus. 


Information Is Being leaked 


Noting that the Melkonian seminary 1s the mos! secure 
base for Apo, the intelligence experts are complaining 
that the information gathered [on Apo] 1s being icaked 
An official sand: “Information concerning Apo and 
people close to him 1s being leaked immediatcly. We 
want to catch the head of this terror organization, but he 
1S getting our information so that he can hide.” 


Emergency Region Governor Lists PKA Casualtics 
110612205893 Ankara TRI Television Network in 
lurkish 1800 GALT 6 Dec 93 


|Announcer-read report over video] 


[Text] Unal Erkan, governor of the state of emergency 
region, has disclosed that of the terrorists who engaged in 
armed clashes with the security forces in the arca during 
the past three months, 1.000 were either killed, 
wounded, and/or captured 


Speaking during visits to the Districts of Lice and Kulp 
in Diyarbakir, Erkan said that during this perrod, 3.000 
persons were captured for abetting the terrorsts. The 
security forces seized 980 weapons including 647 nfles 
647 hand grenades, two anti-aircraft weapons, 76 rocket 
launchers, 10 mortars, and numerous rounds of ammu 
nition belonging to these weapons. He also said that 
numerous shelters were found and destroyed along with 
200 tonnes of foodstulls found im the shelters 


Erkan stressed that the operations wall continue without 
interruption im order to establish peace and security on 
the country. He pointed out that the security forces have 
been equipped to fight the terrorists even im tempera- 
tures of minus 40 degrees ceniigrade 


Ihe state of emergency governor called on the terrorists 
10 be on the side of the stave in this struggle and to help 
the security forces 
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Foreign Ministry Welcomes UN Antiterrorism 
Resolution 


140812095193 Ankara Turkiye Radyolari Network in 
Turkish 2100 GMT 7 Dec 93 


[Text] A draft proposal submitted to the Human Rights 
Committee of the UN General Assembly by Turkey and 
which defines terrorism as a human rights violation has 
been approved. 


A statement issued by the Foreign Ministry says that the 
approval of the resolution by consensus is proof that the 
international community is determined to protect 
human rights and democracy from terrorism. The state- 
ment also points out that the resolution constitutes a new 
Stage in this struggle. It adds: By accepting that terrorism 
is a human mghts violation, the United Nations 1s 
abandoning the understanding that human rights can be 
violated only by states. 


The resolution urges states to take effective measures 
and to mecrease cooperation to eliminate terrorism. It 
Stresses that terrorism cannot be tolerated under any 
circumstances. It also points out that terrorism under- 
mines the economic and social development of coun- 
trices, trees to eliminate basic freedoms and democracy, 
threatens territorial integrity and security, drags legiti- 
mate governments toward instability, and hurts plural- 
istic Civilian Communities. 


Estonian President Meri Arrives for Official Visit 


Cooperation Agreements Signed 
140712184293 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 7 Dec 93 


| Announcer-read report over video] 


[Text] Estonian President Lennart-Georg Meri has 
arrived on an official visit to Turkey. Three friendship 
and cooperation agreements envisaging cooperation 
between the two countries in every field were signed at 
the end of the Turkish-Estonian official talks held in 
Ankara 


The Estonian president was received at Ankara’s Esen- 
boga Airport by State Minister Cemil Erhan. In a state- 
ment at the airport, Meri said that his country attaches 
great importance to the development of political, eco- 
nomic, and cultural relations with Turkey. President 
Suleyman Demirel held an official welcoming ceremony 
for Mer: at the Cankaya Mansion. In a statement at the 
ceremony, Demirel remarked that relations that were 
severed with the Baltic countries in the past, contrary to 
their wishes, were reestablished without delay after these 
countries regained their independence. Demirel stated 
that Meri’s visit demonstrates in the most concrete way 
the politrcal will on both sides to develop bilateral 
relations 
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Demirel Hosts Dinner 


TA08 12105093 Ankara Turkiye Radyolari Network in 
Turkish 2100 GMT 7 Dec 93 


[Text] President Suleyman Demirel has said that the 
world needs stability more than ever and that instability 
1S leading to polarization among world countries. 


Demirel hosted a dinner in honor of Estonian President 
Lennart-Georg Meri, who is on an official visit in 
Turkey, at the Cankaya Mansion this evening. In a 
dinner statement, Demirel said that after some 50 years 
of occupation Estonia is now trying to accomplish the 
difficult mission of establishing a pluralistic democratic 
regime and a free market economy. He drew attention to 
the fact that micro-nationalism, ethnic cleansing, reli- 
gious intolerance, and territorial gains through the use of 
force are being resurrected at a time when dictatorships 
are collapsing in the world, adding that international 
organizations should unite im a bid to create an atmo- 
sphere of stability. Demirel concluded by saying that 
Turkey and Estonia are cooperating al international 
platforms and that the recent CSCE foreign ministers 
conference in Rome is an example of this cooperation. 


Esionian President Meri stated that the two countrnes are 
pursuing paralic! policies. He expressed the belief that 
the fnendship agreement signed between Turkey and 
Estonia will further increase bilateral cooperation and 
the rapprochement between the two peoples. Mer noted 
that the two countnes will [word indistinct] their historic 
[word indistinct] towards a peaceful future. 


Meri will continue his Ankara contacts tomorrow as 
well. 


Demirel, Meri Comment 


140712194593 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 7 Dec 93 


{|Announcer-read report over video] 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] Visiting Estonian President 
Lennart-Grcorg Meri and President Suleyman Demirel 
signed a friendship and cooperation agreement in 
Ankara today 


In a statement at the signing ceremony, Demirel said 
that Turkey never recognized the occupation of Estonia 
during World War Il. The two countries are determined 
to develop bilateral relations in every field, Demirel 
declared, adding that certain consultation mechanisms 
will soon be established to this end. Demirel reported 
that talks are under way to conclude agreements between 
the two countries on the reciprocal protection and 
encouragement of investments as well as on commercial 
and economic cooperation 


Pointing out that certain regronal and international 
issues were also discussed with the Estonian president, 
Demirel sand: The common stand we adopted during the 
recent CSCE mecting in Rome on the establishment of a 
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peace force aimed at curbing the armed conflicts in the 
territories of the former Soviet Union has demonstrated 
that the two countries share the same concerns. 


Neither Turkey, nor Estonia want to witness a repetition 
of the tragedy experienced in the region 53 years ago, 
Demirel remarked, adding: The tragedies experienced in 
our vicinity, in the Caucasus and in the Balkans, cast a 
shadow on the hopes for the establishment of peace. We 
are disturbed just as much as the countnes which have 
newly acquired their independence to see how interna- 
tional organizations hesitate to name an aggressor and 
abstain from pronouncing the territorial integrity of a 
country, which is its most natural right, let alone be able 
to prevent the ongoing inhuman disasters. Turkey and 
Estonia want peace to prevail in their regions. In this 
context, they aim at rarsing their bilateral relations to the 
highest level in line with the reciprocal interests of their 
peoples. 


In his statement, Estonian President Meri noted that all 
countries bear a responsibility for the security of Europe 
and have a say on that matter. Meri declared that during 
the talks, the two sides exchanged views on security and 
discussed Europe's security problems, which remain 
unresolved. [passage omitted] 


Defense Minister Leaves for NATO Meetings in 
Brussels 


140712164493 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1100 GMT 7 Dec 93 


{Announcer-read report over video] 


[Text] National Defense Minister Mehmet Golhan left 
for Brussels today to attend the ministerial meetings of 
the NATO Defense and Nuclear Planning Commitices. 
In a predeparture statement at Istanbul's Ataturk Air- 
port, Golhan said that the meeting will be a preface to 
the NATO summit in January. Explaining that the 
consolidation of relations between NATO and the 
Western European Union will be discussed ai the 
meeting, Golhan remarked that the adoption of political 
and military measures aimed at preventing the prolifer- 
ation of mass destruction weapons 1s also on the agenda 
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of the meeting. Golhan declared that during the mecting 
he will raise the human tragedy in Bosnua-Herzegovina, 
which 1s becoming graver on account G: the oncoming 
winter, as well as the responsibilities that fall on the allies 
in the joint struggle against PKK [Workers Party of 
Kurdistan] terrorism. 


Defense Industry Agreement Signed With Norway 
1A0712194893 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 7 Dec 93 


{[Announcer-read report over still of Belgium map] 


[Text] A defense industry cooperation agreement has 
been signed between Turkey and Norway. The agree- 
ment was signed by National Defense Minister Mehmet 
Gothan, currently in Brussels for the NATO Defense 
Planning Committee meeting to be held tomorrow, and 
his Norwegian counterpart Jorgen Kosmo 


The agreement stipulates that Turkey and Norway 
develop joint proyects mm the defense industry field and 
lifts some of the restrictions with regard to the purchase 
and sale of weapons 


Energy Minister Leaves for Turkmenistan 


740612164593 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1450 
GMT 6 Dec 93 


[Text] Ankara, Dec 6 (AA)—Energy and Natural 
Resources Minister Veysel Atasoy left for Turkmenistan 
on Monday [6 December], on a four-day visit as the 
official guest of the country’s Petroleum and Gasoline 
Minister Nasar Suyunov [title as received] 


In Turkmenistan, Atasoy will also meet with Deputy 
Prime Minister Sarcaev [name and title as received] to 
discuss the issue of bringing natural gas, petroleum and 
energy lincs to Turkey. 


On 8 December Atasoy will be received by Turkmen: 
stan President Saparmurad Niyazov 


Atasoy and the accompanying delegation will icave 
Turkmenisian on 9 December 








END OF 
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